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Grades 3-5


Babbitt, Natalie.  Jack Plank Tells Tales.  Michael Di Capua Books, 2007.
Jack Plank decides that he is not cut out to be a pirate and searches the town of Saltwash for another profession, but he finds something wrong with every suggested job.

Banks, Lynne Reid.  The Fairy Rebel.  Doubleday, 1988.
Tiki, a rebellious fairy, is already in trouble with the Fairy Queen for wearing blue jeans.  She risks the Queen’s wrath again when she uses her magic to grant the dearest wish of her human friends.

Barrows, Annie.  The Magic Half.  Bloomsbury, 2007.
Eleven-year-old Miri Gill feels left out in her family, which has two sets of twins and her, until she travels back in time to 1935 and discovers Molly, her own lost twin, and brings her back to the present day.

Beck, Ian.  The Secret History of Tom Trueheart.  Greenwillow, 2007.
When young Tom Trueheart's seven older brothers all go missing during their adventures in the Land of Stories, he embarks on a perilous mission to save them and to capture the rogue story-writer who wants to do away with the heroes.  Sequel:  Tom Trueheart and the Land of Dark Stories, 2008.

Becker, Bonny.  The Magical Ms. Plum.  Knopf, 2009.
Entertained by the eccentric ways of their popular teacher Ms. Plum, her students become even more intrigued when the supply closet transforms into a magical place wherefrom unique creatures, such as a chatty parrot and tiny alligator, suddenly emerge and become featured guests for the lesson of the day.

Black, Holly an Tony DiTerlizzi.  The Spiderwick Chronicles:  The Field Guide.  Simon & Schuster, 2003.
The Grace siblings, Mallory, Jared and Simon, move with their mother into their Aunt Lucinda’s old house and discover a host of hidden magical creatures.  Sequels:  The Seeing Stone, 2003; Lucinda’s Secret, 2003; The Ironwood Tree, 2004; The Wrath of Mulgarath, 2004.  Companion series Beyond Spiderwick:  The Nixie’s Song, 2007; A Giant Problem, 2008; The Wyrm King, 2009.

Boelts,Maribeth.  Dogerella.  Random House, 2008.
With the help of her fairy dogmother, Dogerella attends Princess Bea's ball where she competes with other dogs to become the princess's royal pet.

Carman, Patrick.  The Dark Hills Divide.  Orchard, 2004.
When she finds the key to a secret passageway leading out of the walled city of Bridewell, twelve-year-old Alexa realizes her lifelong wish to explore the mysterious forests and mountains that lie beyond the wall.  Sequels in The Books of Elyon:  Beyond the Valley of the Thorns, 2005; The Tenth City, 2006;  Into the Mist, 2007; Stargazer, 2008.

Cooper, Susan.  The Magician’s Boy.  Margaret K. McElderry, 2005.
A  boy who works for a magician meets familiar fairy tale characters when he is transported to the Land of Story in search of a missing puppet.

Coville, Bruce.  Moongobble and Me:  The Dragon of Doom.  Simon & Schuster, 2003.
Life in the village of Pigbone is boring until an aspiring magician and his talking toad come to town and ask Edward to help them slay the Dragon of Doom.  Sequels: The Weeping Werewolf, 2004; The Evil Elves, 2004; The Mischief Monster, 2007; The Naughty Nork, 2008.

Coville, Bruce.  Thor's Wedding Day.  Harcourt, 2005.
Thialfi, the Norse thunder god's goat boy, tells how he inadvertently helped the giant Thrym to steal Thor's magic hammer, the lengths to which Thor must go to retrieve it, and his own assistance along the way.

Cowell, Cressida.  How to Train Your Dragon.  Little Brown, 2004.
Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching and training a dragon.  Sequels:  How to Be a Pirate, 2005;   How to Speak Dragonese, 2006; How to Cheat a Dragon’s Curse, 2007; How to Twist a Dragon’s Tail, 2008;  A Hero’s Guide to Deadly Dragons, 2009;  How to Ride a Dragon’s Storm, 2010; How to Break a Dragon’s Heart, 2011.

Crum, Shutta.  Thomas and the Dragon Queen.  Knopf, 2010.
Relegated to castle life while dreaming of joining the war on the borderlands, young squire Thomas, held back by his short stature, is the only available rescuer when Princess Eleanor is kidnapped by the dragon queen, a quest Thomas tackles with ragtag resources.

D’Lacey, Chris.  The Dragons of Wayward Crescent:   Gruffen.  Orchard, 2009.
Lucy thinks there is a monster lurking outside her bedroom window, so her mother makes a dragon out of clay to protect her while she sleeps.  Sequel:  Gauge, 2010.


DiCamillo, Kate.  The Magician’s Elephant.  Candlewick, 2009.
When ten-year-old orphan Peter Augustus Duchene encounters a fortune teller in the marketplace one day and she tells him that his sister, who is presumed dead, is in fact alive, he embarks on a remarkable series of adventures as he desperately tries to find her.nd her.

DiTerlizzi, Tony.  Kenny & the Dragon.  Simon & Schuster, 2008.
Book-loving Kenny the rabbit has few friends in his farming community, so when one, bookstore owner George, is sent to kill another, gentle dragon Grahame, Kenny must find a way to prevent their battle while satisfying the dragon-crazed townspeople.

Dowell. Frances O'Roark.  Falling In.  Atheneum, 2010.
Middle-schooler Isabelle Bean follows a mouse's squeak into a closet and falls into a parallel universe where the children believe she is the witch they have feared for years, finally come to devour them.

Doyle, Roddy.  The Giggler Treatment.  Arthur A. Levine, 2000.
A talking dog, the Mack children and the small elf-like Gigglers themselves must try to stop the prank that the Gigglers have mistakenly set in motion to punish Mr. Mack for being mean to his children.

Drake, Salamanda.  Dragonsdale.  Chicken House, 2007.
Cara yearns to ride her beloved Skydancer, a rare Goldenbrow dragon, but her father refuses to permit her to fly and she must be content with mucking out stalls and helping raise young dragons at the famed stud and training farm known as Dragonsdale.  Sequel:  Riding the Storm, 2008.

Duey, Kathleen.  Silence and Stone.  Aladdin, 2010.
Kidnapped and confined to a room in Lord Dunraven's castle before she can develop her flying and magical skills, Alida the faerie patiently plans her escape--with the help of a human boy.

Easton, Patricia.  Davey’s Blue-Eyed Frog.  Clarion, 2003.
Davey finds a talking frog that claims to be a princess and plans to take her to school to show off, until he begins to consider the consequences of his actions. 

Fleischman, Sid.  The Dream Stealer.  Greenwillow, 2009.
A plucky Mexican girl tries to recover her dream from the Dream Stealer who takes her to his castle where countless dreams and even more adventures await.

Gaiman, Neil.  Odd and the Frost Giants.  Harpercollins, 2009.
An unlucky twelve-year-old Norwegian boy named Odd leads the Norse gods Loki, Thor, and Odin in an attempt to outwit evil Frost Giants who have taken over Asgard.

George, Jessica Day.    Tuesdays at the Castle.  Bloomsbury, 2011.
Tuesdays at Castle Glower are Princess Celie’s favorite days. That’s because on Tuesdays the castle adds a new room, a turret, or sometimes even an entire wing. No one ever knows what the castle will do next, and no one—other than Celie, that is—takes time to map out the new additions. But when King and Queen Glower are ambushed and their fate is unknown, it’s up to Celie, with her secret knowledge of the castle’s never-ending twists and turns, to protect their home and save their kingdom. 

Gliori, Debi.   Witch Baby and Me.  Transworld, 2010.
Lily is convinced her baby sister Daisy is a witch who can change into a dragon and summon invisible pets, and her life becomes even more complicated when her family decides to move to North Scotland.  Sequels:  Witch Baby and Me, 2010; Witch Baby and Me on Stage, 2011.

Haig, Matt.  Samuel Blink and the Forbidden Forest.  Putnam, 2007.
Accompanied by his aunt's Norwegian elkhound, Ibsen, twelve-year-old Samuel ventures into a weird forest filled with strange and dangerous creatures to rescue his younger sister, Martha, who has been mute since their parents' recent death.  Sequel:  Samuel Blink and the Runaway Troll, 2008.

Hale, Bruce.  Snoring Beauty.  Harcourt, 2008.
An adaptation of the traditional tale, featuring a sleeping, snoring princess who is rescued by a prince after being cursed by a bad fairy.

Hayter, Rhonda.  The Witchy Worries of Abbie Adams.  Dial, 2010.
Fifth-grader Abbie, descended from a long line of witches, tries to keep her family's magic powers secret from everyone she knows until her father brings home a kitten with some very unusual characteristics.

Kessler, Liz.  Philippa Fisher’s Fairy Godsister.  Candlewick, 2008.  
This is the story of two girls, one of whom happens to be a fairy.  Sequels:  Philippa Fisher and the Dream-Maker’s Daughter, 2009;  Philippa Fisher and the Stone Fairy's Promise, 2010.

King, Caro.  Seven Sorcerers.  Aladdin, 2011.
When eleven-year-old Nin Redfern wakes up one rainy Wednesday morning to discover that her younger brother has ceased to exist, she must venture into a magical land called the Drift where she grapples with bogeymen, tombfolk, mudmen, and the spirits of sorcerers to try and rescue him.

King-Smith, Dick.  The Twin Giants.  Candlewick, 2008.
When giant identical twins Normus and Lottavim decide it is time to get married, they must leave their home and cross over several mountains before they find "the giantesses of their dreams."

Koller, Jackie French.  The Dragonling.  Little Brown, 1990.
Young Darek stumbles upon a live baby dragon inside its dead mother's pouch, and his brave efforts to return it to the Valley of the Dragons prove to himself--and to his people--that there are peaceful ways to become a man.  Sequels:  A Dragon in the Family, 1993; Dragon Quest, 1997; The Dragons of Krad, 1997; Dragon Trouble, 1997; Dragons and Kings, 1998.

LaFevers, R. L.  The Flight of the Phoenix.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2009
After his parents are lost at sea and further disaster strikes, Nathaniel Fludd is tasked with ensuring that a phoenix's egg is safely hatched, but he also must keep his pet gremlin out of trouble and rescue his cousin and guardian from the Bedouin or risk the extinction of all the world's mythical creatures.  Sequels in the Nathaniel Fludd Beastologist series:  The Basilisk’s Lair, 2010; The Wyvern’s Treasure, 2010; The Unicorn’s Tale, 2011.

Levine, Gail Carson.  The Princess Test.  Harpercollins, 1999.
After his parents are lost at sea and further disaster strikes, Nathaniel Fludd is tasked with ensuring that a phoenix's egg is safely hatched, but he also must keep his pet gremlin out of trouble and rescue his cousin and guardian from the Bedouin or risk the extinction of all the world's mythical creatures.  Companion novels:  The Fairy’s Mistake, 1999; Princess Sonora and the Long Sleep, 1999; Cinderellis and the Glass Hill, 2000; For Biddle’s Sake, 2002; The Fairy’s Return, 2002.

McAllister, Angela.  Digory the Dragon Slayer.  Bloomsbury, 2006.
After finding a dragon's tooth while on a stroll through the woods, Digory is excited to take it back home to show everyone, but when the tooth is shown and people begin to assume that he actually slaughtered the dragon, Digory has to find a way to set the record straight before things get out of hand!  Sequel:  Digory and the King, 2007.

McDonald, Megan.  Hinky-Pink:  An Old Tale.  Atheneum, 2008.
Summoned to the Great Castle of Firenze to create a dress for Princess Isabella Caramella Gorgonzola, Anabel, a seamstress, is delighted but then becomes despairing as time passes and her efforts are subverted by an unseen sprite.

Morris, Gerald.  Adventures of Sir Lancelot the Great.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2008.
Many years ago, the storytellers say, the great King Arthur brought justice to England with the help of his gallant Knights of the Round Table.  Of these worthy knights, there was never one so fearless, so chivalrous, so honorable, so . . . shiny, as the dashing Sir Lancelot, who was quite good at defending the helpless and protecting the weak, just as long as he'd had his afternoon nap.  Sequels in The Knights’ Tales series:  The Adventures of Sir Givret the Short, 2008, The Adventures of Sir Gawain the True, 2011.

Nielsen, Jennifer.  Elliot and the Goblin War.  Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 2010.
When eight-year-old Elliot Penster unwittingly saves a brownie from a group of goblins on Halloween night, he becomes their reluctant king and champion in a war against the evil goblins.  Sequel:  Elliot and the Pixie Plot, 2011; Elliot and the Yeti Threat, forthcoming 2012.

Nimmo, Jenny.  The Dragon’s Child.  Orchard, 2008.
Dando, a young dragon who cannot fly, is captured by dangerous humans, but a kind slave-girl, an orphaned bird, and the melancholy son of the dragon's captors help him escape his imprisonment and learn to fly. 

Nitz, Kristin Wolden.  Saving the Griffin.  Peachtree, 2007.
When eleven-year-old Kate and her younger brother Michael encounter a baby griffin in an Italian garden, they vow to help the creature find its way back home and to keep Griffo's existence a secret.

Pullman, Philip.  I Was a Rat!  Knopf, 2000.
A little boy turns life in London upside down when he appears at the house of a lonely old couple and insists he was a rat.

Rogan, Sally.  The Daring Adventures of Penhaligon Brush.  Knopf, 2007.
When Penhaligon Brush the fox is summoned by his step-brother to the seaside town of Porthleven, he finds immediately upon arrival that his brother is incarcerated in the dungeon at Ferball Manor.

Sanders, Stephanie S.  Villain School: Good Curses Evil.  Bloomsbury, forthcoming 8/2011.
Twelve-year-old Rune Drexler is struggling in his classes at Master Dreadthorn's School for Wayward Villains and will be exiled unless he and his friends, Countess Jezebel Dracula and Big Bad Wolf Junior, can succeed at a nearly impossible Plot.

Saunders, Kate.  The Little Secret.  Feiwel & Friends, 2009.
When she is invited to her new friend's home for summer vacation, eleven-year-old Jane discovers that Staffa and her family are not what they seem to be.

Schiltz, Laura Amy.  The Night Fairy.  Candlewick, 2010.
When Flory the night fairy's wings are accidentally broken and she cannot fly, she has to learn to do everything differently.

Scieszka, Jon.  Knights of the Kitchen Table.  Viking, 1991.
When Joe, Fred, and Sam are sent back in time by a magic book, they find themselves face-to-face with giants, dragons, wizards, and the Knights of the Round Table.  (First in the long-running Time Warp Trio series.)

Selfors, Suzanne.  Fortune’s Magic Farm.  Little Brown, 2009.
Rescued from a rainy, boggy town where she works in a dismal factory, ten-year-old orphan Isabelle learns that she is the last surviving member of a family that tends the world's only remaining magic-producing farm.

Selfors, Suzanne.  To Catch a Mermaid.  Little Brown, 2007.
After a tornado sweeps their mother away, Boom Broom is left to care for his little sister, Mertyle, but when she is struck by the curse of the merfolk after saving a baby mermaid from harm, Boom must quickly find someone or something to put a stop to the curse before it's too late! 

Snyder, Laurel.  Up and Down the Scratchy Mountains.  Random House, 2008
Lucy, a milkmaid, and her best friend Wynston, a reluctant prince, go in search of information about Lucy's missing mother--even though Wynston is supposed to be searching for a proper princess to marry.

Springer, Nancy.  Dusssie.  Walker, 2007.
At age thirteen Dusie makes the horrifying discovery that she, like her New York artist mother, is a Gorgon--a Greek mythological monster sprouting snakes from her head and capable of turning humans into stone with one angry look.

Ullman, Barb Bentler.  The Fairies of Nutfolk Wood.  Katherine Tegen Books, 2006.
After her parents divorce and she moves to the country with her mother, fourth-grader Willa Jane, anxious and unhappy with the changes in her life, discovers a world of little people called Nutfolk living in the woods around her new home.  Sequel:  Whistle Bright Magic: A Nutfolk Tale, 2010.

Umansky, Kaye.  Clover Twig and the Magical Cottage.  Roaring Brook, 2009.
When Clover Twig takes a job cleaning a witch's cottage, she and her friend Wilf must defend the cottage from the witch's evil sister.

Vande Velde, Vivian.  Three Good Deeds.  Harcourt, 2005.
Caught stealing some goose eggs from a witch, Howard is cursed for his heartlessness and turned into a goose himself, and he can only become human again by performing three good deeds.

Vande Velde, Vivian.  Wizards at Work.  Harcourt, 2003.
A young wizard, who runs a school to teach wizards, looks forward to a quiet summer off but is drawn into adventures with princesses, unicorns, and ghosts instead.

West, Jacqueline.  Spellbound.  Dial, 2011.
Eleven-year-old Olive finds herself drawn to the grimoire of the witches who built her house and tries to use its spells to uncover the house's magic and control the cats themselves, but the book is more wicked than it seems.


Grade 5-8


Alexander, Lloyd.  The Book of Three.  Holt, 1964.
Taran, Assistant-Pig Keeper, and his companions, aid the Princes of Don in their battle against the evil Arawn Death-Lord.  Sequels in The Chronicles of Prydain:  The Black Cauldron, 1965; The Castle of Llyr, 1966; Taran Wanderer, 1967; The High King, 1968.  Short story collection:  The Foundling and Other Tales, 1973.

Alexander, Lloyd.  The Golden Dream of Carlo Chuchio.  Henry Holt, 2007.
Naive and bumbling Carlo, his shady camel-puller Baksheesh, and Shira, a girl determined to return home, follow a treasure map through the deserts and cities of the infamous Golden Road, as mysterious strangers try in vain to point them toward real treasures.Naive and bumbling Carlo, his shady camel-puller Baksheesh, and Shira, a girl determined to return home, follow a treasure map through the deserts and cities of the infamous Golden Road, as mysterious strangers try in vain to point them toward real treasures.

Anderson, John David.  Standard Hero Behavior.  Clarion, 2007.
Living a boring life in a boring town, Mason Quayle decides to team up with his best friend, Cowel, and take a journey of their own in the hopes of finding out the truth about his long-lost father and the mystery surrounding his disappearance so many years ago.

Appelt, Kathi.  The Underneath.  Atheneum, 2008.
An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner's run-down shack and two kittens born underneath the house endure separation, danger, and many other tribulations in their quest to be reunited and free, as mysterious forces work in the nearby bayou.

Baker, E. D.  The Frog Princess.  Bloomsbury, 2002.
After reluctantly kissing a frog, an awkward, fourteen-year-old princess suddenly finds herself a frog, too, and sets off with the prince to seek the means--and the self-confidence--to become human again.  Sequels:  Dragon’s Breath, 2003; Once upon a Curse, 2004; No Place for Magic, 2006; The Salamander Spell, 2007; The Dragon Princess, 2008; Dragon Kiss, 2009; A Prince Among Frogs, 2010.

Barnhouse, Rebecca.  The Coming of the Dragon.  Random House, 2010.
Rune, an orphaned young man raised among strangers, tries to save the kingdom from a dragon that is burning the countryside and, along the way, learns that he is a kinsman of Beowulf.

Barry, Dave.  Peter and the Starcatchers.  Hyperion, 2004.
The young orphan Peter and his mates are dispatched to an island ruled by the evil King Zarboff. They set sail aboard the Never Land, a ship carrying a precious and mysterious trunk in its cargo hold.  Their journey quickly becomes fraught with excitement and danger.  Sequels:  Peter and the Shadow Thieves, 2006; Peter and the Secret of Rundoon, 2007; Peter and the Sword of Mercy, 2009.

Bauer, A. C. E.  Come Fall.  Random House, 2010.
Drawn together by a mentoring program and an unusual crow, middle school misfits Salman, Lu, and Blos form a strong friendship despite teasing by fellow students and the maneuverings of fairies Oberon, Titania, and Puck.

Berkeley, Jon.  The Hidden Boy.  Katherine Tegen Books, 2010.
When Bea and her family are transported aboard an underwater bus to a strange land, her younger brother Theo is lost during the voyage, and somehow it falls to Bea to find out what has become of him.  Sequel:  The Sleeper’s Moon, forthcoming 10/2011.

Billingsley, Franny.  The Folk Keeper.  Atheneum, 1999.
Orphaned Corinna disguises herself as a boy to pose as a Folk Keeper, one who keeps the Evil Folk at bay, and discovers her mystical heritage when she is taken to live with a wealthy family in their manor by the sea.

Binding, Tim.  Sylvie and the Songman.  David Fickling Books, 2009.
Sylvie Bartram lives alone with Mr. Jackson the dog and her eccentric composer father, who invents strange and wonderful musical instruments. One day she returns from school to find a message left in toothpaste on the bathroom mirror: her father has been kidnapped. Later that night, the house is visited by a terrifying apparition—a half-man, half-creature who is searching for something and will not rest until he has found it.

Bode, N. E.  The Anybodies.  Harpercollins, 2004.
Fern Drudger is an imaginative girl growing up in a family of extremely boring people.  She is convinced that they are not her real parents, and they’re not.  When she finds her real father, she discovers that he can turn himself into anyone or anything, but he needs her help.  Sequels:   The Nobodies, 2005; The Somebodies, 2006.

Booraem, Ellen.  Small Persons with Wings.  Dial, 2011.
Adopting a strictly scientific approach to life after being teased for her belief in fairies, Mellie learns that her family comes from a long line of fairy guardians, but their position is compromised when the fairies want their magic back, a power-hungry enchantress in disguise wants to steal it and Mellie is transformed into a frog.

Bow, Erin.  Plain Kate.  Arthur A. Levine, 2010.
Living in a magical world of talking cats and shadows that can bring back the dead, wood-carver's daughter Kate uses talismans to discover secrets and is accused of witchcraft when a bizarre sickness spreads across the countryside, a situation that prompts her to make a dangerous pact with a desperate man.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Wabi:  A Hero’s Tale.  Dial, 2006.
Having been born an owl with a fearless constitution, Wabi's world takes a sudden turn when he falls in love with a human girl and, through his shape-shifting skills, transforms into a human to win her heart, yet with danger looming in the Valley of the Monsters, Wabi knows his personal desires must take second place to the perilous issues that await.

Buckley, Michael.  The Fairy-Tale Detectives, Abrams, 2005.
Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother that they have always believed to be dead.  They discover they have a fairy-tale heritage that might help them find their missing parents.  Sequels in The Sisters Grimm series:  The Unusual Suspects, 2005; The Problem Child, 2006; Once upon a Crime, 2007; Magic and Other Misdemeanors, 2007; Tales from the Hood, 2008; The Everafter War, 2009; The Inside Story, 2010.

Catanese. P. W.  Happenstance Found.  Aladdin, 2009.
A boy awakens, blindfolded, with no memory of even his name, but soon meets Lord Umber, an adventurer and inventor, who calls him Happenstance and tells him that he has a very important destiny--and a powerful enemy.  Sequels in The Books of Umber series:  Dragon Games, 2010; The End of Time, 2011.

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl.   Hyperion, 2001.
Artemis Fowl, the twelve-year-old criminal mastermind, captures a fairy and demands a ransom in gold in an attempt to restore the family fortune.  Sequels:  Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident, 2002; Artemis Fowl: The Hyperion Code, 2003; Artemis Fowl: The Opal Deception, 2005; Artemis Fowl:  The Lost Colony, 2006; Artemis Fowl: The Time Paradox, 2008; Artemis Fowl:  The Atlantis Complex, 2010.

Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor the Overlander.  Scholastic, 2003.
When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy.  Sequels in The Underland Chronicles:  Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane, 2004; Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods, 2005; Gregor and the Marks of Secret, 2006; Gregor and the Code of Claw, 2007.

Coombs, Kate.  The Runaway Princess.  FS&G, 2006.  
Fifteen-year-old Princess Meg uses magic and her wits to rescue a baby dragon and escape the unwanted attentions of princes hoping to gain her hand in marriage through a contest arranged by her father, the king.  Sequel:  The Runaway Dragon, 2009.

Cooper, Susan.  The Dark Is Rising.  Atheneum, 1973.
On his eleventh birthday, Will Stanton, the seventh son of a seventh son, discovers a special gift.  He is the last of the Old Ones, destined to seek the six magical signs that will enable the Light to defeat the Dark.  Previous title:  Over Sea, Under Stone, 1965.  Sequels:  Greenwitch, 1974; The Grey King, 1975; Silver on the Tree, 1977.

Coville, Bruce.  The Monster’s Ring.  Harcourt, 2002 (20th Anniversary Edition).
	A timid boy, eager to frighten the school bully on Halloween night, acquires a magic ring and the power to change himself into a hideous monster.  Sequels in The Magic Shop series:  Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher, 1991; Jennifer Murdley’s Toad, 1992; The Skull of Truth, 1997; Juliet Dove, Queen of Love, 2003.

Coville, Bruce.  Into the Land of the Unicorn.  Scholastic, 1994.
Having jumped into the fantasy land of Luster, Cara joins Lightfoot the unicorn in the search for Queen Arabella Skydancer.  Sequels in The Unicorn Chronicles:  Song of the Wanderer, 1999; Dark Whispers, 2008; The Last Hunt, 2010.  

Crilley Paul.  The Invisible Order:  Rise of the Darklings.  Egmont, 2010.  
After saving a piskie's life, twelve-year-old Emily Snow finds herself in the middle of a centuries-old war between rival fairy factions and a secret society named The Invisible Order.
Sequel:  The Fire King, forthcoming 9/2011.

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Tale of Despereaux.  Candlewick, 2003. .
	Desperaux Tilling has been different from all the other mice from the moment he was born.  The large-eared rodent, enjoys reading fairy tales and falls in love with a real live princess, but when the other mice banish him to the dungeon, not only is his own life in danger, but his beloved princess’s as well.

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee.  The Conch Bearer.  Roaring Brook, 2003.  
After his family is forced into a life of poverty on the harsh streets of Calcutta and his father goes missing, Anand encounters a stranger who asks him to watch over his magical conch, and that meeting soon leads Anand on an important journey into the high mountains to bring the conch back to its rightful home.  Sequels in The Brotherhood of the Conch series:  The Mirror of Fire and Dreaming, 2005; Shadowland, 2009.

Durst, Sarah Beth.  Into the Wild.  Razorbill, 2007.
When "The Wild," a dangerous world of fairy tales, comes to collect her mother and a dark forest swallows her hometown, twelve-year-old Julie has no choice but to venture forth into the unknown where she will have to face, fight, and outwit griffins, witches, and ogres in order to find her mother and bring her back.  Sequel:  Out of the Wild, 2008.

Fagan, Deva.  The Magical Misadventures of Prunella Bogthistle.  Holt, 2010.
The personal quests of a young witch who aspires to be a villain and a young thief who is determined to become a hero intersect in a swampy bog.

Ferris, Jean.  Once upon a Marigold.  Harcourt, 2002.
A young man with a mysterious past and a penchant for inventing things leaves the troll who raised him, meets an unhappy princess he has loved from afar, and discovers a plot against her and her father.  Sequel:  Twice upon a Marigold, 2008.

Flanagan, John.  The Ruins of Gorlan.  Philomel, 2005.
When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt, and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger.  Sequels in the Ranger’s Apprentice series:  The Burning Bridge, 2006; The Icebound Land, 2007;  The Battle for Skandia, 2008; The Sorcerer of the North, 2008; Erak’s Ransom, 2010; The Kings of Clonmel, 2010; Halt’s Peril, 2010; The Emperor of Nihon-Ja, 2011.

Fletcher, Susan.  Ancient, Strange, and Lovely.  Atheneum, 2010.
Fourteen-year-old Bryn must try to find a way to save a baby dragon from a dangerous modern world that seems to have no place for something so ancient. Previous titles in The Dragon Chronicles:  Dragon’s Milk, 1989;  Flight of  the Dragon Kyn, 1991; Sign of the Dove, 1996.

Forester, Victoria.  The Girl Who Could Fly.  Feiwel & Friends, 2008.
After leaving her quiet farm to attend a top-secret school for kids with unique skills, Piper McCloud enjoys the ability to fly freely with her peers, but as everyone settles in to the daily routine, it becomes clear to all at this special place that Piper has a quality even more special than the rest.

French, Vivian.  The Robe of Skulls.  Candlewick, 2008.
The sorceress Lady Lamorna has her heart set on a very expensive new robe, and she will stop at nothing--including kidnapping and black magic--to get the money to pay for it.  Sequels:  The Bag of Bones, 2009; The Heart of Glass, 2010; The Flight of Dragons, 2011.

Funke, Cornelia.  The Thief Lord.  Chicken House, 2002.
Prosper and Bo are orphans, on the run from their cruel aunt and uncle.  They find shelter in Venice with the Thief Lord and his band of young followers.  The brothers just want to stay together, but they encounter a mysterious magic that changes their world forever.

Funke, Cornelia.  Inkheart.  Chicken House, 2003.
Twelve-year-old Meggie lives a quiet life with her father until the mysterious stranger, Dustfinger disturbs their peace.  Gradually Meggie uncovers the implausible truth about her father.  He is not just an ordinary bookbinder.  He can read characters to life.  When Meggie was three, he released several characters from the book Inkheart into the world while at the same time he lost his wife in the world of the novel.  Now, danger abounds from these characters and Meggie must help find a way to put things right.  Sequels:  Inkspell, 2005; Inkdeath, 2008.

Funke, Cornelia.  Dragon Rider.  Chicken House, 2004.
After learning that humans are headed toward his hidden home, Firedrake, a dragon, is joined by a brownie and an orphan boy in a quest for a legendary valley, finding friendly and unfriendly creatures, and struggling to evade an old enemy.

Funke, Cornelia.  Igraine the Brave.  Chicken House, 2007.
The daughter of two magicians, twelve-year-old Igraine wants nothing more than to be a knight, and when their castle is attacked by a treacherous neighbor bent on stealing their singing magic books, Igraine has an opportunity to demonstrate her bravery.

Gaiman, Neil.  Coraline.  Harpercollins, 2002.
Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others.

Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard Book.  Harpercollins, 2008.
Raised since he was a baby by ghosts, werewolves, and other residents of the cemetery in which he has always resided, Bod wonders how he will manage to survive amongst the living with only the lessons he has learned from the dead.

Gardner, Lyn.  Into the Woods, David Fickling Books, 2007.
When their parents die and the three sisters are put under the care of the sinister Dr. DeWilde, Storm, Aurora, and Anything flee into the wood in the hopes of finding a better life, but dangerous encounters with kidnappers and hungry wolves make their trek to find a place to call home more treacherous than they could have ever imagined.  Sequel:  Out of the Woods, 2010.

Gardner, Sally.  I, Coriander.  Dial, 2005.
In 17th century London, Coriander, a girl who has inherited magic from her mother, must find a way to use this magic in order to save both herself and an inhabitant of the fairy world where her mother was born. 

George, Jessica Day.  Dragon Slippers.  Bloomsbury, 2007.
Creel's aunt was the one who came up with the idea of her niece posing as a dragon sacrifice.  The plan was for a knight to rescue and marry her.  Instead, it's Creel who saves herself and then heads for the king's city with a pair of shoes that can either destroy or save the kingdom.  Sequels:  Dragon Flight, 2008; Dragon Spear, 2009.

George, Jessica Day.  Princess of the Midnight Ball.  Bloomsbury, 2009.
As one of the princesses forced to dance every night at the midnight balls for the King Under Stone, Rose and her soldier, Galen, work together to break the evil curse--using a magic invisibility cloak and their true love to fight their foes in the dark halls in which she has been imprisoned.  Companion novel:  Princess of Glass, 2010.

Gidwitz, Adam.  A Tale Dark & Grimm.  Dutton, 2010.  
Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more tales, encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and other helpful folk. 

Golding, Julia.  Secret of Sirens.  Marshall Cavendish, 2007.
Eleven-year-old Connie, who is now living with her eccentric aunt by the sea--learns of a secret society in town sworn to ensure that mythical beasts are kept safe, but now that the Sirens--a dark and treacherous force lurking in their midst--have made themselves known once again, Connie will have to use her secret abilities to save the human race.  Sequels in The Companions Quartet:  The Gorgon's Gaze, 2007; The Mines of Monitor, 2008; The Chimera's Curse, 2008.

Gordon, Roderick.  Tunnels.  Chicken House, 2008.  
When his father goes missing and he begins to delve into an archaeological dig to uncover clues, Will Burrows discovers a strange subterranean society where enslaved citizens live under the control of a cruel sect and so now must convince some of them to begin a revolt in order to free themselves and his father in the process.  Sequels:  Deeper, 2009; Freefall, 2010; Closer, 2011.

Haberdasher, Violet.  Knightley Academy.  Aladdin, 2010.  
In an alternate Victorian England, fourteen-year-old orphan Henry Grim, a maltreated servant at an exclusive school for the "sons of Gentry and Quality," begins a new life when he unexpectedly becomes the first commoner to be accepted at Knightley Academy, a prestigious boarding school for knights.  Sequel:  The Secret Prince, 2011.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Witch Catcher.  Clarion, 2006.
After her widowed father inherits an estate in West Virginia and starts dating a very spiritual woman who seems obsessed with the property's antiques, Jen takes note of the strange events going on in her new home and realizes that she will have to fight the supernatural powers that exist in order to keep her family safe from any harm they may wish to do.

Hale, Shannon.  Princess Accademy.  Bloomsbury, 2005.
When the prince’s priests divine that his future bride will come form Miri’s mountainside village, she and all of the 12-17 year-old girls who live there must enter the Princess Academy to train to be a princess.  While Miri learns the art of living as a princess, she also studies the mindspeach of her people, which comes in handy when the village is attacked.

Hardinge, Frances.  Fly by Night.  Harpercollins, 2006.
Knowing her ability to read could get her in trouble if discovered, twelve-year-old orphan, Mosca, and her pet goose suddenly find themselves in a whirlwind drama after being taken away to a strange world by a smooth-talking con man, yet when the situation changes and things get dangerous, her secret skill may be the one thing that can save her.  Sequel:  Fly Trap, 2011.

Harrison, Michelle.  13 Treasures.  Little Brown, 2009.  
Bedeviled by evil fairies that only she can see, thirteen-year-old Tanya is sent to stay with her cold and distant grandmother at Elvesden Manor, where she and the caretaker's son solve a disturbing mystery that leads them to the discovery that Tanya's life is in danger.  Sequel:  13 Curses, 2011.

Hoffman, Nina Kiriki.  Meeting.  Viking, 2011.
Middle school student Maya Andersen and her family move to Oregon, where the residents of the apartment building next to them have magical powers and the basement is a portal to other worlds, which Maya and her secret alien companion, Rimi, must use to track down aliens who snatched Rimi from her home planet in an attempt to rule the universe.

Howell, Troy.  The Dragon of Cripple Creek.  Abrams, 2011.
When Kat, her father, and brother visit an old gold mine that has been turned into an amusement park, she falls down a shaft and meets an ancient dragon, the last of his kind, and inadvertently triggers a twenty-first-century gold rush.

Ibbotson, Eva.  The Secret of Platform 13.  Dutton, 1998.
Odge Gribble, a young hag, accompanies an old wizard, a gentle fey, and a giant ogre on their mission through a magical tunnel from their Island to London to rescue their King and Queen’s son who had been stolen as an infant.

Ibbotson, Eva.  Which Witch.  Dutton, 1999.  
	Arriman the Awful, the Wizard of the North, needs a wife, and naturally, he must marry a witch, but which one?  Arriman announces a competition among the witches of Todcaster, one of whom will marry him.

Ibbotson, Eva.  Not Just a Witch.  Dutton, 2003.
Determined to be more than just an ordinary witch, Heckie, whose speciality is changing people into animals, settles in a small town determined to use her powers for good purposes.

Ibbotson, Eva.  The Ogre of Oglefort. Dutton, 2011.
When the Hag of Dribble, an orphan boy, and a troll called Ulf are sent to rescue a princess from an ogre, it turns out to be far from the routine magical mission they expect.

Jones, Diana Wynne.  Charmed Life.  Harpercollins, 1978.
Gwendolyn and Cat Chant, both orphans who have inherited magical talents, are educated in the black arts by their guardian, Mr. Chrestomanci. Sequels in The Chrestomanci Chronicles:   The Magicians of Caprona, 1980; Witch Week, 1982; The Lives of Christopher Chant, 1988;  Mixed Magics:  Four Tales of Chrestomanci, 2001; Conrad’s Fate, 2005; The Pinhoe Egg, 2006.

Jones, Diana Wynne.  House of Many Ways.  Greenwillow, 2008.
When Charmain is asked to house-sit for Great Uncle William, the Royal Wizard of Norland, she is ecstatic to get away from her parents, but finds that his house is much more than it seems.

Jones, Diana Wynne.  The Game.  Firebird, 2007.
When Charmain is asked to house-sit for Great Uncle William, the Royal Wizard of Norland, she is ecstatic to get away from her parents, but finds that his house is much more than it seems.

Jones, Diana Wynne.  Enchanted Glass.  Greenwillow, 2010.
After his grandfather dies, Andrew Hope inherits a house and surrounding land in an English village, but things become very complicated when young orphan Aidan shows up and suddenly a host of variously magical townsfolk and interlopers start intruding on their lives.

Juster, Norton.  The Phantom Tollbooth.  Knopf, 1961.
A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides a cure for his boredom.

Kaaberbol, Lene.  The Shamer’s Daughter.  Holt, 2004.
In a Medieval world-that-never-was, Shamers have the gift of being able to look into anyone’s eyes and know their deepest secrets.  Dina and her mother both have the gift, but it only leads to trouble.  Sequels in The Shamer Chronicles:  The Shamer’s Signet, 2005; Serpent 
Gift, 2006: The Shamer’s War, 2006.

Kindl, Patrice.  Goose Chase.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2001.
Owl Tycho, a shape-shifter who can turn into an owl at will, falls in love with her science teacher, Mr. Lindstrom, and while keeping vigil outside, encounters another possible owl/human in a starving, wild-eyed boy.

Kirby, Matthew J.  Icefall.  Scholastic, forthcoming 10/2011.
Princess Solveig and her siblings are trapped in a hidden fortress tucked between towering mountains and a frozen fjord, along with her best friend and an army of restless soldiers, all awaiting news of the king's victory in battle, but as they wait for winter's end and the all-encompassing ice to break, acts of treachery make it clear that a traitor lurks in their midst.

LaFevers, R. L.  Theodosia and the Staff of Osiris.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.
When mummies go missing all over London, eleven-year-old Theodosia puts aside her fight against the Serpents of Chaos to save her father, who is suspected in the thefts, all the while avoiding a string of new governesses.  Sequels:  Theodosia and the Eyes of Horus, 2010; Theodosia and the Last Pharoh, 2011.

Lairamore, Dawn.  Ivy’s Ever After.  Holiday House, 2010.
A whimsical fractured fairy tale finds a spirited, non-conformist princess teaming up with an undersized dragon to foil an evil prince's dastardly plot to destroy their kingdom.  Sequel:  Ivy and the Meanstalk, forthcoming 10/2011.

Landry, Derek.  Skulduggery Pleasant.  Harpercollins, 2007.
When a not-so-innocent twelve-year-old girl named Stephanie inherits her eccentric uncle's estate, she must join forces with Skulduggery Pleasant, a skeleton mage, to save the world from an ancient evil. Sequels:  Playing with Fire, 2008; The Faceless Ones, 2009.

Law, Ingrid.  Scumble.  Dial, 2010.
Mibs's cousin Ledge is disappointed to discover that his "savvy"--the magical power unique to each member of their family--is to make things fall apart, which endangers his uncle Autry's ranch and reveals the family secret to future reporter Sarah Jane.  Companion novel to:  Savvy, 2008.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Ella Enchanted.  Harpercollins, 1997.
In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.

Levine, Gail Carson.  The Two Princesses of Bamarre.  Harpercollins, 2001.
When her sister goes missing, shy Addie knows that she must muster all of her strength to take on a dangerous journey in order to find her, save her life, and the future of their kingdom of Bamarre.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Fairest.  Harpercollins, 2006.
Gifted with a beautiful voice that has the power to captivate all who hear it, kindhearted Aza, believing that she is plain, catches the attention of a handsome prince--and an evil new queen--plunging her into a world of adventure, danger, and romance.

Levine, Gail Carson.  A Tale of Two Castles.  Harpercollins, 2011.
Newly arrived in the town of Two Castles, Elodie unexpectedly becomes the assistant to a brilliant dragon named Meenore, and together they solve mysteries. Their most important case concerns the town’s shape-shifting ogre, Count Jonty Um: Someone is plotting against him. Elodie must disguise herself to discover the source of the threat amid a cast of characters that includes a greedy king, a giddy princess, and a handsome cat trainer.

Lewis, C. S.  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  Macmillan, 1950.
Siblings Peter, Edmund, Susan, and Lucy discover a magic wardrobe that takes them to the land of Narnia.  Sequels in The Chronicles of Narnia:  Prince Caspian, 1951; The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, 1952; The Silver Chair, 1953; The Horse and His Boy, 1954; The Magician’s Nephew, 1955; The Last Battle, 1956.

Lin, Grace.  Where the Mountain Meets the Moon  Little Brown, 2009.
Hearing her father speak to the Old Man on the Moon in the quiet hours of the evening, Minli turns to him one day to ask for advice in order to improve the desperate situation of her impoverished family.

Llewellyn, Sam.  The Well Between the World.  Orchard, 2009.
Eleven-year-old Idris finds his life taking a dramatic turn when, after a near-drowning incident, he is accused of being allied to the feared sea monsters of Lyonesse and is rescued from a death sentence by a mysterious and fearsome stranger.  Sequel:  Darksolstice, 2010.

Lowry, Lois.  The Birthday Ball.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010.
When a bored Princess Patricia Priscilla makes her chambermaid switch identities with her so she can attend the village school, her attitude changes and she plans a new way to celebrate her sixteenth birthday.

Martin, George R. R.  The Ice Dragon.  Starscape, 2005.
As a group of fiery dragons from the North sweeps down on her peaceful home, only Adara, a winter child born during the worst cold anyone can remember, who possesses a powerful affinity for the ice dragon, can save her world from utter destruction.

McGraw, Eloise.  The Moorchild.  Margaret K. McEelderry, 2006.
The children of the village hate Saaski for being different.  The only place she feels at home is on the lonely moor with her pipes.  Gradually, she begins to suspect the truth of why she does not belong and seeks to set things right with the fairies.

McMann, Lisa.  The Unwanteds.  Aladdin, 2011.
In Artime, each child is taught to cultivate their creative abilities and learn how to use them magically, weaving spells through paintbrushes and musical instruments. Everything Alex has ever known changes before his eyes, and it's a wondrous transformation.

Morris, Gerald.  The Squire’s Tale.  Houghton Mifflin, 1998.
When Gawain befriends Terence, an orphan boy, and makes him his squire, Terence finds himself surrounded by kings, knights, and magic spells in King Arthur's court, but his duties soon take him away as he and Gawain set out to learn about Terence's parents.
Sequels in The Squire’s Tales:  The Squire, His Knight, & His Lady, 1999;  The Savage Damsel and the Dwarf, 2000; Parsifal’s Page, 2001; The Ballad of Sir Dinadan, 2003; The Princess, the Crone, and the Dung-Cart Knight, 2004; The Lioness & Her Knight, 2005; The Quest of the Fair Unknown, 2006; Squire’s Quest, 2009;  The Legend of the King, 2010. 

Murdock, Catherine.  Princess Ben.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2008.
A girl is transformed, through instruction in life at court, determination, and magic, from sullen, pudgy, graceless Ben into Crown Princess Benevolence, a fit ruler of the kindgom of Montagne as it faces war with neighboring Drachensbett.

Neff, Henry.  The Hound of Rowan.  Random House, 2007.  
When Max McDaniels discovers a mysterious Celtic tapestry, he is led to Rowan Academy, where he, while investigating the disappearance of priceless artwork and gifted children, discovers his true destiny, plunging him into an ancient battle between good and evil.  Sequels in The Tapestry series:  The Second Siege, 2008; The Fiend and the Forge, 2010.

Nix, Garth.  Mister Monday.  Scholastic, 2003.
As Arthur Penhaligon prepares to face the most powerful and knowledgeable Trustee of the Will, Superior Saturday, Arthur's mother is still missing, his home city is under attack, and his allies are unreliable when it comes to gaining the Sixth Key.  Sequels in The Keys to the Kingdom series:  Grim Tuesday, 2005; Drowned Wednesday, 2005; Sir Thursday, 2006; Lady Friday, 2007; Superior Saturday, 2008; Lord Sunday, 2010.

Nimmo, Jenny.  Midnight for Charlie Bone.  Orchard, 2003.
Charlie Bone's life with his widowed mother and two grandmothers undergoes a dramatic change when he discovers that he can hear people in photographs talking and his aunts decide he must change schools and attend the Bloor's Academy for gifted children.  Sequels in The Children of the Red King series:  Charlie Bone and the Time Twister, 2003; Charlie Bone and the Invisible Boy, 2004; Charlie Bone and the Castle of Mirrors, 2005; Charlie Bone and the Beast, 2007; Charlie Bone and the Red Knight, 2010.

Nimmo, Jenny.  The Chronicles of the Red King:  The Secret Kingdom.  Scholastic, 2011.
Timoken and his sister, Zobayda, under the protection of a forest jinni but pursued by evil virideed, straddle the world of men and the world of enchantments, seeking a home while remaining young by drinking a potion called Alixir.

Nix, Garth and Sean Williams.  Troubletwisters.  Scholastic, 2011.
Jaide and Jack Shield don't know that the world is under attack. They don't know that their dad and their Grandma X, who they move in with, are Wardens, or that they themselves are troubletwisters, young Wardens just coming into their powers.  

Paver, Michelle.  Wolf Brother.  Katherine Tegen Books, 2005.
Cast out of the clans because his mark as a Soul-Eater has been revealed, Torak finds refuge on a distant island, but when he discovers that Seshru the Viper Mage has discovered his whereabouts, Torak has no choice but to stand and fight.  Sequels in The Chronicles of Ancient Darkness series:  The Spirit Walker, 2006; Soul Eater, 2007; Outcast, 2008; Oathbreaker, 2009; Ghost Hunter, 2010.

Pogue, David.  Abby Carnelia's One & Only Magical Power.  Roaring Brook, 2010.
After 11-year-old Abby Carnelia discovers that she has a completely useless magical power, she finds herself at a magic camp where her hope of finding others like herself is realized, but when a select group is taken to a different camp, a sinister plot comes to light.

Pratchett, Terry.  The Wee Free Men.  Harpercollins, 2003.
A young witch-to-be named Tiffany teams up with the Wee Free Men, a clan of six-inch-high blue men, to rescue her baby brother and ward off a sinister invasion from Fairyland.  Sequels in the Tiffany Aching Adventures:  A Hatful of Sky, 2004; Wintersmith, 2006; I Shall Wear Midnight, 2010.

Prineas, Sarah.  The Magic Thief:  Stolen.  Harpercollins, 2008.
When a local pickpocket puts his hand in the pocket belonging to the wizard Nevery, Conn gets more than he expected when he is drawn into the world of wizardry as a result of his mischievous deed.  Sequels:  Lost, 2009; Found, 2010.

Pullman, Philip.  The Scarecrow and His Servant.  Knopf, 2005.
A scarecrow and his boy servant, Jack, set off on a dangerous adventure as they try to outwit the crooked Buffaloni family and stake their claim to valuable Spring Valley.

Reeve, Philip.  No Such Thing as Dragons.  Scholastic, 2010.
A young, mute boy who is apprenticed to a dragon-slayer suspects that the winged beasts do not exist, until he--and his master--learn the truth.

Riordan, Rick.  The Lightning Thief.  Hyperion, 2005.
When Percy Jackson attends Camp Half-Blood, he learns that all of the campers are demi-gods and so is he.  But the gods of Ancient Greece, who have moved Mt. Olympus so that it is above the Empire State Building, are as fractious as always and Percy and his friends must do their best to avert a war among the gods.  Sequels in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series:  The Sea of Monsters, 2006; The Titan’s Curse, 2007; The Battle of the Labyrinth, 2008; The Last Olympian, 2009.  Companion series The Heros of Olympus:  The Lost Hero, 2010; The Son of Neptune, forthcoming 10/2011.

Rodda, Emily.  The Key to Rondo.  Scholastic, 2008.
Through an heirloom music box, Leo, a serious, responsible boy, and his badly-behaved cousin Mimi enter the magical world of Rondo to rescue Mimi's dog from a sorceress, who wishes to exchange him for the key that allows free travel between worlds.  Sequel:  The Wizard of Rondo, 2009.

Rutkoski, Marie.  The Cabinet of Wonders.  FS&G, 2008.
Twelve-year-old Petra Kronos, accompanied by her magical tin spider, goes to Prague hoping to retrieve the enchanted eyes the Prince of Bohemia took from her father, and is aided in her quest by a Roma boy and his sister.

Sage, Angie.  Magyk.  Harpercollins, 2005.
After learning that she is the Princess, Jenna is whisked from her home and carried toward safety by the Extraordinary Wizard, those she always believed were her father and brother, and a young guard known only as Boy 412--pursued by agents of those who killed her mother ten years earlier.  Sequels in the Septimus Heap series:  Flyte, 2006; Physik, 2007; Queste, 2008; Syren, 2009; Darke, 2011.

Sanderson, Brandon.  Alcatraz and the Evil Librarians.  Scholastic, 2007.
On his thirteenth birthday, foster child Alcatraz Smedry receives a bag of sand which is immediately stolen by the evil Librarians who are trying to take over the world, and Alcatraz is introduced to his grandfather and his own special talent, and told that he must use it to save civilization.  Sequels:  Alcatraz Versus the Scrivener's Bones, 2008; Alcatraz and the Knights of Crystallia, 2009; Alcatraz Versus the Shattered Lens, 2010.

Sherman, Delia.  Changeling.  Viking, 2006.
In a parallel New York City, Neef, a changeling, breaks Fairy Law and will end up sacrificed to the Wild Hunt unless she can meet the challenge of the Green Lady of Central Park.  
Sequel:  The Magic Mirror of the Mermaid Queen, 2009.

Skye, Obert.  Leven Thumps and the Gateway to Foo.  Shadow Mountain, 2005.
When fate brings fourteen-year-old Leven and thirteen-year-old Winter together, they discover that for mankind to continue dreaming, the gateway between reality and dreams needs to be found and demolished.  Sequels:  Leven Thumps and the Whispered Secret, 2006; Leven Thumps and the Eyes of Want, 2007; Leven Thumps and the Wrath of Ezra, 2008; Leven Thumps and Ruins of Alder, 2009.

Snyder, Laurel.  Bigger Than a Bread Box.  Random House, forthcoming 9/2011.
A magical breadbox that delivers whatever you wish for—as long as it fits inside? It's too good to be true! Twelve-year-old Rebecca is struggling with her parents' separation, as well as a sudden move to her Gran's house in another state. For a while, the magic bread box, discovered in the attic, makes life away from home a little easier. Then suddenly it starts to make things much, much more difficult, and Rebecca is forced to decide not just where, but who she really wants to be. 

Stanley, Diane.  Bella at Midnight.  Harpercollins, 2006.
Raised by peasants, Bella discovers that she is actually the daughter of a knight and finds herself caught up in a terrible plot that will change her life and the kingdom forever.

Stephens, John.  The Emerald Atlas.  Knopf, 2011.
Kate, Michael, and Emma are on a journey to dangerous and secret corners of the world...a journey of allies and enemies, of magic and mayhem.  And—if an ancient prophesy is correct—what they do can change history, and it is up to them to set things right.

Stevermer, Caroline.  Magic Below Stairs.  Dial, 2010.
Ten-year-old Frederick, who is surreptitiously watched over by a household elf, is plucked from a London orphanage to be a servant to a wealthy wizard, and eventually his uncanny abilities lead him to become the wizard's apprentice.

Stewart, Paul and Chris Riddell.  Beyond the Deepwoods.  David Fickling Books, 2004.
Thirteen-year-old Twig, having always looked and felt different from his woodtroll family, learns that he is adopted and travels out of his Deepwoods home to find the place where he belongs.  Sequels in The Edge Chronicles:  Stormchaser, 2004; Midnight over Sanctaphrax, 2004; The Curse of the Gloamgozler, 2005; The Last of the Sky Pirates, 2005; VOX, 2005; Freeglader, 2006; The Winter Knights, 2007; The Clash of the Sky Galleons, 2007; The Immortals, 2010.

Sullivan, Laura.  Under the Green Hill.  Holt, 2010.
While staying with distant relatives in England, Americans Rowan, Meg, Silly and James Morgan, with their neighbors Dickie Rhys and Finn Fachan, learn that one of them must fight to the death in the Midsummer War required by the local fairies.  Sequel:  Guardian of the Green Hill, forthcoming 10/2011.

Tanner, Lian.  Museum of Thieves.  Random House, 2010.
Growing up under the tyrannical rule of the Blessed Guardians, who demand absolute obedience and force all citizens to wear identifying guardchains, Goldie risks everything by running away and teaming up with a young thief at a mysterious museum. 

Townley, Roderick.  The Door in the Forest.  Knopf, 2011.
At the mid point of three towns, in the center of three streams, in the heart of a forest, lies a mysterious island. Encircled by quicksand and sewn shut by vines, it is impenetrable to all but the poisonous snakes patrolling its waters. But Daniel is determined to get there, along with his friend Emily.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Thief.  Harpercollins, 1996.
Gen flaunts his ingenuity as a thief and relishes the adventure which takes him to a remote temple of the gods where he will attempt to steal a precious stone.  Sequels in The Attolia Chronicles:  The Queen of Attolia, 2000; The King of Attolia, 2006; A Conspiracy of Kings, 2010.

Van Cleve, Kathleen.  Drizzle.  Dial, 2010.
Helping tend her family's magical farm of chocolate-flavored rhubarb plants and talking bugs, 11-year-old Polly Peabody investigates when essential rain that occurs every Monday suddenly dries up, a threatening situation with possible ties to her sick brother. 

Vivian Vande Velde.  Now You See It.  Harcourt, 2004.
When her new pair of glasses break and she replaces them with a strange pair she finds on the lawn, Wendy begins to see things beyond the norm, such as portals to alternate worlds and cheerful corpses, until she discovers a group of people are hot on her trail and are willing to do anything to get the glasses back.

Weatherill, Cat.  Wild Magic.  Walker, 2008.
Mari and her brother Jakob join the other children of Hamelin as they follow the Pied Piper into a world of wild magic, where they will remain until the fearsome Beast identifies the child chosen to free him from a centuries-old curse.

Wilce, Ysabeau.  Flora Segunda.  Harcourt, 2007.
Fourteen-year-old Flora Fyrdraaca, whose mother is the Warlord's Commanding General and whose father is mad, kindly helps her house's magical--and long-banished--butler, unaware that he draws strength from the Fyrdraaca will.  Sequel:  Flora’s Dare, 2008.
Wilks, Mike.  Mirrorscape.  Egmont, 2009.
In a world where rules and reason don't apply, Melkin Womper, apprentice to master painter Ambrosius Blenk, and his new friends Ludo and Wren find themselves caught in a power struggle that involves stepping through paintings into a world where the bizarre is commonplace and all logic is irrelevant.  Sequel:  Mirrorstorm, forthcoming 10/2012.

Wilson, N. D.  100 Cupboards. Random House, 2007.  
After his parents are kidnapped, timid twelve-year-old Henry York leaves his sheltered Boston life and moves to small-town Kansas, where he and his cousin Henrietta discover and explore hidden doors in his attic room that seem to open onto other worlds.  Sequels:  Dandelion Fire, 2009; The Chestnut King, 2010.

Wrede, Patricia.  Dealing with Dragons.  Harcourt, 1990.
	Tired of being stuck in the castle embroidering, Princess Cimerone sets out to find a dragon to serve.  Sequels in The Enchanted Forest Chronicles:  Searching for Dragons, 1992; Calling on Dragons, 1993; Talking to Dragons, 1993.

Yolen, Jane.  Wizard’s Hall.  Harcourt, 1991.  
	Even though he doesn’t seem to have much talent, Henry wants to be a wizard.  His mother promptly sends him to Wizard’s Hall for training.  There, he is pupil 113, the student that everyone is relying on to keep the Hall safe from its greatest enemy.

Yolen, Jane.  Snow in Summer: Fairest of Them All.  Philomel, forthcoming 11/2011.
With her black hair, red lips, and lily-white skin, Summer is as beautiful as her father's garden. And her life in the mountains of West Virginia seems like a fairy tale; her parents sing and dance with her, Cousin Nancy dotes on her, and she is about to get a new baby brother. But when the baby dies soon after he's born, taking Summer's mama with him, Summer's fairy-tale life turns grim. Things get even worse when her father marries a woman who brings poisons and magical mirrors into Summer's world. Stepmama puts up a pretty face, but Summer suspects she's up to no good - and is afraid she's powerless to stop her.

Zahler, Diane.  The Thirteenth Princess.  Harpercollins, 2010.
Cast aside by her father and raised as a kitchen maid, Zita learns that she is a princess, the 13th daughter of a king who wanted only sons; after her 12 royal sisters fall ill following Zita's 12th birthday, she discovers that they are victims of an evil enchantment and desperately tries to save them, in a dazzling retelling of "The Twelve Dancing Princesses." 
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