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Picture Books for Kindergarten

Agee, Jon.  Terrific, 2005.

"Terrific," says Eugene after winning an all-expenses-paid cruise to Bermuda. "I’ll probably get a really nasty sunburn." Unfortunately, his luck is much worse than that until he meets a parrot that helps him change his luck.  (See also:  Z Goes Home.)
Anderson, Derek.  Gladys Goes out to Lunch, 2005.


Gladys the gorilla who loves bananas, ventures out of the zoo to discover the source of the tantalizing new aroma. 

Appelt, Kathi.  Bubba and Beau, Best Friends, 2002.


In Texas, brand-new baby boy Bubba and brand-new puppy Beau, are best friends enjoying a variety of adventures together.  (Sequels:  Bubba and Beau Go Night-Night and Bubba and Beau Meet the Relatives.)

Asch, Frank.  Baby Bird’s First Nest, 1999.

Baby Bird is too young to fly, so when she falls out of her nest, she cannot

fly back.  With the help of her new friend, Little Frog, she discovers that there are a lot of things she can do. (See also:  Moon Bear; Mooncake; Bear’s Bargain; Bear Shadow; Moongame; Moondance; Moonbear’s Friend; Moonbear’s Pet; and Moonbear’s Dream.)

Asch, Frank.  The Sun Is My Favorite Star, 2000.


A young boy’s day begins when the sun wakes him in the morning and as the hours pass by, the boy appreciates all the ways of his favorite star.

Aylesworth, Jim.  Little Bitty Mousie, 2007.

Little Bitty Mousie sneaks into a house one night and discovers many tantalizing new things, as well as one very scary thing.

Averbeck, Jim.  In a Blue Room, 2008.

Alice is wide, wide awake. Mama brings flowers, tea, a quilt, even lullaby bells to help her sleep. But none of these things are blue, and Alice can sleep only in a blue room. Yet when the light goes out, a bit of magic is stirred up. Pale blue moonlight swirls into her bedroom window. Then the night swirls out, around the moon and into the universe, leaving Alice fast alseep in a most celestial blue room. 

Base, Graeme.  The Water Hole, 2001.


Ten different animals from ten different countries come to drink at the water hole, which diminishes with each set of visitors, until a single drop of water begins the cycle all over again.

Baker, Keith.  Just How Long Can a String Be? 2009.

One day Ant encounters a great big ball of string, and can't see his way over or through it. Fortunately, when he asks his friend Bird "How long is a string?" Bird wisely shows him all the wonderful ways a string can be cut up and used, to the delight of both friends.

Beaumont, Karen.  Move over, Rover, 2006.

When a storm comes, Rover expects to have his doghouse all to himself but finds that various other animals, including a skunk, come to join him.

Beaumont, Karen.  Doggone Dogs, 2008.

Ten unruly dogs get loose at obedience school, and when they are captured by the dog-catcher, they work together to effect their escape and return home.

Bergman, Mara.  Snip Snap!  What’s That?  2005.

Three siblings are frightened by the wide mouth, long teeth, and strong jaws of the alligator that has crept up the stairs--until they decide they have had enough.  (Sequel:  Yum, Yum! What Fun!)

Bloom, Suzanne.  A Splendid Friend Indeed, 2005.  (SP)

When a studious polar bear meets an inquisitive goose, they learn to be friends.  (Sequel:  Treasure.)

Borden, Louise.  Off to First Grade, 2008.

Each member of a first grade class, as well as their teacher, principal, and a bus driver, expresses excitement, worry, or hope as the first day of school begins in alphabetical order.

Brett, Jan.  Gingerbread Baby, 1999.


This original version of the classic cookie’s misadventure has twists of its own. (See also:  Goldilocks and the Three Bears; The Mitten; The Town Mouse, Country Mouse.)

Bunting, Eve.  Little Bear’s Little Boat, 2003.


Little bear has fun going out on the lake in his little boat that is just the right size for him.  One day he finds the boat is too small and he must make a decision about its future.

Bunting, Eve.  Whales Passing, 2003.


A young boy and his father stand on a cliff and watch a pod of orcas swimming by.  As they go the boy imagines the conversations the whales could be having.

Buzzeo, Toni.  Dawdle Duckling, 2003.


Dawdle Duckling delights in daydreaming, exploring and playing, even though Mama Duck keeps trying to get him to follow along with his siblings.  (Sequel:  Ready or Not Dawdle Duckling.)

Buzzeo, Toni.  Adventure Annie Goes to Work, 2009.

When she goes to work with her mother on a Saturday, Adventure Annie uses her own special methods to help find a missing report.  (Sequel:  Adventure Annie Goes to Kindergarten forthcoming 5/2010.)

Carle, Eric.  “Slowly, Slowly, Slowly,” Said the Sloth, 2002.


A procession of rainforest animals chides the sloth for being lazy, but the sloth extols the benefits of taking his time.  (See also: The Very Hungry Caterpillar; The Very Busy Spider; The Grouchy Ladybug; The Very Quiet Cricket; From Head to Toe; and Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too?)

Carle, Eric.  10 Little Rubber Ducks, 2005.  (SP)


A brand-new batch of rubber ducks is loaded onto a ship and sent off to be delivered to children everywhere. But when a storm strikes, 10 little ducks are tossed into the sea and swept away in 10 different directions -- with some wonderfully unexpected adventures along the way.


Chodos-Irvine, Margaret.  Ella Sarah Gets Dressed, 2003.


Ella Sarah asserts her independence by selecting a striking outfit of her own.

Christelow, Eileen.  Letters from a Desperate Dog, 2006.


Feeling misunderstood and unappreciated by her owner George, Emma the dog asks for advice from the local canine advice columnist and soon makes herself useful by becoming a successful stage actor with a traveling theater company.

Cooke, Trish.  Full, Full, Full of Love, 2002.


Jay Jay, an African-American boy, spends Sunday at his grandmother’s house.

Daly, Niki. Welcome to Zanzibar Road. Clarion, 2006.


In a collection of five short stories, Mama Jumbo tells what life is like in her African community as she walks the busy street of Zanzibar Road into town, meeting a cast of colorful animal characters of all professions, shapes, and sizes along the way.

De Paola, Tomie.  Meet the Barkers, 2002.


Twin pups Moffie and Morgie are excited to be starting school.  Once there, they discover they are each good at different things.  (Sequels:  A New Barker in the House and Trouble in the Barkers’ Class.)

Dillon, Leo and Diane.  Rap a Tap Tap, 2002.


This jazzy tribute to African-American tap dancer, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, taps out a rhythm all over town.

Durango, Julia.  Cha-Cha-Chimps, 2006.

Counting and dancing go hand in hand at Mambo Jamba's, the place where hippos hokey-pokey and meerkats macarena and ten little chimps do the cha-cha-cha, until Mama Chip says, "Time for bed!"  (Companion title:  Go-Go Gorillas, forthcoming 4/2010)

Ehlert, Lois.  Waiting for Wings, 2001.


Simple verses that describe the life cycle of the butterfly are accompanied by illustrations saturated with color.  (See also:  Top Cat; Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf; Feathers for Lunch; Eating the Alphabet; and Planting a Rainbow.)

Ehlert, Lois.  Oodles of Animals, 2008.

Short, easy to read rhymes reveal what is unique about various animals, from ape to wolf.

Emmett, Jonathan.  Someone Bigger, 2004.


Sam is ready to fly his new kite, but Dad says it should be someone bigger.  Each big person gets swept away until Sam takes control.

Ernst, Lisa Campbell.  The Gingerbread Girl, 2006.

Like her older brother, the Gingerbread Boy, who was eventually devoured by a fox, the Gingerbread Girl eludes the many people who would like to eat her but also has a plan to escape her sibling's fate. 


Falconer, Ian.  Olivia, 2000.


Olivia, a precocious pig, whirls through every activity with boundless energy. (Sequels:  Olivia Saves the Circus; Olivia—and the Missing Toy; Olivia Forms a Band; and Olivia Helps with Christmas.)

Falwell, Cathryn.  Scoot, 2008.

Six silent turtles sit still on a log, while energetic movement by the other animals in the pond leap, creep, flicker, flutter, swirl, and lurch all around them.

Falwell, Cathryn.  Mystery Vine: A Pumpkin Surprise, 2009.

When a mysterious vine appears in their carefully tended garden, the brother and sister patiently watch and wait to see what it becomes in a story that includes gardening activities and pumpkin recipes.

Fleming, Candace.  Muncha!  Muncha!  Muncha!  2002.  (SP)


Mr. McGreely finally plants the vegetable garden he’s always wanted but then he must find a way to stop hungry critters from nibbling it all away.  (Sequel:  Tippy-Tippy-Tippy, Hide!)
Fleming, Denise.  Buster, 2003.


Buster the dog thinks that everything is perfect at home until his owner brings home Betty, a fluffy white kitten.  (Sequel:  Buster Goes to Cowboy Camp.  See also:  Mama Cat Has Three Kittens.)

Fleming, Denise.  The First Day of Winter, 2005.


Following the pattern of “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” a snowman lists all the gifts its young human brings. 

Fleming, Denise.  The Cow Who Clucked, 2006.

When a cow loses her moo, she searches to see if another animal in the barn has it.  (See also:  The Everything Book; Alphabet Under Construction; Pumpkin Eye; and Time to Sleep.)

Foreman, Jack.  Say Hello, 2008.

Joining in a game of ball with the local kids, a little dog notices a lonely boy on the sidelines looking sad and so begins to wonder which one of his new playmates will invite the little boy to play with them.

Fox, Mem.  The Magic Hat, 2002.


A wizard’s wandering headpiece adorns head after head, transforming each grown-up to one animal or another until the wizard appears.  (See also:  Hattie and the Fox and Possum Magic.)

Frazee, Marla.  Roller Coaster, 2002.


Among the people lining up for a ride on the roller coaster is a child who’s never ridden before.  All embark for an exhilarating ride, which whisks readers along in all the dips and dives, leaving everyone ready to ride again.

Gay, Marie-Louise.  Stella, Fairy of the Forest, 2002.  (SP)


Stella, who discovers delight wherever she goes, leads her brother through the forest, providing fanciful answers to all of his questions.  (See also:  Stella, Star of the Sea; Stella, Queen of the Snow; Good Night, Sam; Good Morning, Sam; What Are You Doing Sam?; Stella, the Princess of the Sky; and When Stella Was Very, Very Small.)

Gall, Chris.  Dinotrux, 2009.

Millions of years ago, the prehistoric ancestors of today's trucks, such as garbageadon, dozeratops, and craneosaurus, roamed the Earth until they rusted out and became extinct.

Glenn, Sharlee.  Just What Mama Needs, 2008.  

Abby transforms her household chores into magical activities as she, by playing dress-up each day of the week, becomes exactly what Mama needs.

Goldfinger, Jennifer.  My Dog Lyle, 2008.

A child provides an ever-increasing list of characteristics that make Lyle a very special dog, despite appearances.

Gravett, Emily.  The Odd Egg, 2009.

When Duck finds an egg of his own he's delighted because he thinks it's the most beautiful egg in the world, but all the other birds think it's a very odd egg indeed and everyone's in for a big surprise when the egg hatches.

Gray, Rita.  Easy Street, 2006.

Relates, in rhyming verse, how dump trucks and paving machines layer and compact hot asphalt to make a street.

Hamilton, Kersten.  Red Truck, 2008.

When a school bus gets stuck in the mud, Red Truck the tow truck saves the day by pulling it out.

Helakoski, Leslie.  Big Chickens, 2006.

While trying to escape from a wolf, four frightened chickens keep getting themselves into the very predicaments they are trying to avoid.  (Sequels:  Big Chickens Fly the Coop and Big Chickens Go to Town, forthcoming 1/2010.)

Henkes, Kevin. Wemberly Worried, 2000.  (SP)


Wemberly worries about everything but her biggest worry concerns her first day of school.

Henkes, Kevin.  Kitten’s First Full Moon, 2004.  (SP)


Kitten mistakes the moon for a saucer of milk and embarks on an outdoor adventure to try to reach it.

Henkes, Kevin.  Old Bear, 2008.


When Old Bear falls asleep for the winter, he has a dream that he is a cub again, enjoying each of the four seasons.

Henkes, Kevin. Birds, 2009.

Fascinated by the colors, shapes, sounds, and movements of the many different birds she sees through her window, a little girl is happy to discover that she and they have something in common.

Himmelman, John.  Katie Loves the Kittens, 2008.


When Sara Ann brings home three little kittens, Katie the dog's enthusiasm frightens the kittens away, until she learns that a quiet patience is sometimes needed to begin a friendship.

Hoberman, Mary Ann.  Whose Garden Is It?  2004.


When Mrs. McGee passes through a beautiful garden asking whose it is, the gardener is the first to claim it, followed by all of the garden's inhabitants plus the sun and the rain, who also claim it as their own.

Hutchins, Pat.  Bumpety, Bump!  2006.


A boy helps his grandfather on the farm, showing the hen that follows them all that he can do.  (See also:  Good Night Owl; The Very Worst Monster; The Doorbell Rang; Where’s the Baby?; Shrinking Mouse; We’re Going on a Picnic; and There’s Only One of Me.)

Jeffers, Oliver.  Lost and Found.  2005.  (SP)


A penguin turns up on his doorstep and a young boy, believing the bird is lost, is determined to return him to the South Pole.  When they arrive, he discovers his feathered friend wasn’t lost, just lonely.

Kasza, Keiko.  The Mightiest, 2001.


Bear, Lion and Elephant strive to prove which of them is the mightiest, but a little old lady surprises them all.  (See also:  The Wolf’s Chicken Stew; The Pigs’ Picnic; When the Elephant Walks; and A Mother for Choco.)

Kasza, Keiko.  Ready for Anything, 2009.


Raccoon is nervous about all of the things that could spoil a picnic, from bees to dragons, until Duck convinces him that surprises can be fun.

Keller, Holly.  Farfallina and Marcel, 2002. 


Marcel, a gosling, and Farfallina, a caterpillar, become fast friends.  When they are reunited after a separation, at first they do not recognize each other.

Kirk, Daniel.  Keisha Ann Can, 2008.


Keisha Ann is proud of all the things she can do during her day at school.

Koller, Jackie French.  One Monkey Too Many, 1999.


An extra monkey partakes of succeeding adventures, all wreaking havoc wherever they go.   (Sequel:  Seven Spunky Monkeys.)

Kurtz, Jane.  Water Hole Waiting, 2002.


In the African savannah, a baby monkey waits impatiently for his turn while an assortment of animals drinks their fill.

Kurtz, Jane.  Rain Romp, 2002.


When a young girl awakens to a gray and dreary day, she is beyond grouch until she ventures outside with her family to play in the rain.

Kuskin, Karla.  Green as a Bean, 2007.


Questions in verse about the many things you could be if you were square or soft or loud or red or small or fat or fierce or dark.
L’Engle, Madeleine.  The Other Dog, 2001.


The family poodle is feeling put out when the mistress brings home the “new dog,” which is, in fact, the new baby.

Lawrence, John.  This Little Chick, 2002.


A little chick travels around the barnyard, conversing with his friends in their own languages.

Lester, Helen.  Tacky Goes to Camp, 2009.


Enjoying his time at summer camp in the Nice Icy Land, Tacky and his fellow penguin friends are having the best vacation ever, but when a spooky event takes place at night after a round of scary story telling, heroic Tacky quickly jumps into action in order to stop his frightened pals, Goodly, Lovely, Perfect, and the others, from running away.  Previous titles:  Tacky the Penguin; Three Cheers for Tacky; Tacky and the Emperor; Tackylocks and the Three Bears; Tacky and the Winter Games, Tacky in Trouble.

 (See also:  A Porcupine Named Fluffy; Score One for the Sloths; and Something Might Happen.)

Leuck, Laura.  I Love My Papa Pirate, 2007.


A pirate's son shares the things he loves about his father, including climbing the mast together to yell "Land ho" and sharing the booty when they find buried treasure.

Lillegard, Dee.  Tiger, Tiger, 2002.


While the other villagers nap during the heat of the day, Pocu wanders off into the forest.  Finding a peacock feather, he creates an imaginary tiger, which may be too real after all.  (See also:  The Big Bug Ball, Tortoise Brings the Mail, and Sitting in My Box.)

Lin, Grace.  Dim Sum for Everyone, 2001.


When a family visits a restaurant in Chinatown, they each enjoy a variety of  “little dishes.”  (See also:  The Ugly Vegetables, Fortune Cookie Fortunes, Kite Flying, and Our Seasons.)

Lin, Grace.  Bringing in the New Year, 2008.


A Chinese American family prepares for and celebrates the Lunar New Year, in a book that includes endnotes discussing the customs and traditions of Chinese New Year.

London, Jonathan.  Froggy’s Best Babysitter, 2009.


Froggy wreaks havoc when a new babysitter comes to stay overnight with him and his sister Pollywogilina.  (Previous titles:  Froggy Gets Dressed; Let’s Go Froggy, Froggy Learns to Swim, Froggy Goes to School, Froggy’s First Kiss, Froggy’s Halloween, Froggy Plays Soccer, Froggy’s Best Christmas, Froggy Goes to Bed, Froggy Eats Out, Froggy Plays in the Band, Froggy Goes to the Doctor, Froggy’s Baby Sister,  Froggy’s Day with Dad, Froggy Rides a Bike, Froggy Plays T-Ball, and Froggy Goes to Camp.)

Look, Lenore.  Henry’s First-Moon Birthday, 2001.


Jenny and her grandmother prepare to celebrate her little brother’s first moon with a traditional Chinese party, even though Jenny thinks the one-month-old doesn’t deserve it.  All he does is eat, sleep and cry.  (See also:  Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding.)

Lujan, Jorge.  Rooster, 2004.  (SP)


The Rooster’s song begins the day in this poetic text which is in English and Spanish.

Lund, Deb.  Dinosailors, 2003. 


After spending time sailing, some seasick dinosaurs decide they have had enough of the high seas.  (Sequels:  All Aboard the Dinotrain and Dinosaoring, forthcoming 9/2010.)

Manning, Maurie.  The Aunts Go Marching, 2003.


In this story that puts a clever twist on an old song, a young girl and her aunt go shopping in the rain.

Mannis, Celeste Davidson.  One Leaf Rides the Wind:  Counting in a Japanese Garden,


2002.


A counting book done in traditional haiku, follows young girl as she explores a Japanese garden.

Martin, Bill.  Panda Bear, Panda Bear, What Do You See?  2003.


Panda Bear observes a procession of endangered animals.  (See also:  Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?; Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?; White Dynamite & Curly Kidd; and Knots on a Counting Rope.)

Martin, Bill.  Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What Do You See?  2007.

Illustrations and rhyming text portray a young bear searching for its mother and meeting many North American animals along the way.

Martin, Bill.  Chicka Chicka 1,2,3, 2004.


101 rambunctious digits have a rollicking time climbing an apple tree.  (See also:  Chicka Chicka Boom Boom.)

McAllister, Angela.  Take a Kiss to School, 2006.


Worried about going back to attend his second day of school, Digby's mother loads up his pockets with handfuls of kisses in the hopes of giving him all the reassurance he needs for his busy day ahead.

McCarty, Peter.  Hondo and Fabian, 2002.


A day in the life of family pets, Hondo and Fabian, is depicted, as Hondo the dog spends time at the beach and Fabian the cat eludes a toddler at home.  (Sequel:  Fabian Escapes.  See also:  T Is for Terrible.)

McCarty, Peter.  Jeremy Draws a Monster, 2009.


A young boy who spends most of his time alone in his bedroom makes new friends after the monster in his drawing becomes a monstrous nuisance.

McDermott, Gerald.  Creation, 2003.


A version of the Biblical creation story boldly illustrated by a Caldecott-winning artist.  (See also:  Anansi the Spider; Arrow to the Sun; Tim O’Toole and the Wee Folk; Zomo the Rabbit; Raven; Coyote; and Jabuti the Tortoise.)

McFarland, Lyn.  Widget, 2001.


Widget, a small stray dog, has been adopted into a home with lots of cats.  Adapting to the ways of the felines, he shows them in the end that being a dog can be a good thing too.  (Sequel:  Widget and the Puppy.)

McMullan, Kate.  I Stink!  2002.


A gleeful garbage truck extols the joys of collecting the trash.  (See also:  I’m Mighty, I’m Dirty, and I’m Bad.)

McNeil, Florence.  Sail Away, 2000.


Bathtime becomes a nautical adventure for a young lad garbed as a pirate.

McPhail, David.  Big Brown Bear’s Brithday Surprise, 2007.


Excited about giving his friend Big Brown Bear a special picnic on the riverbank for his birthday surprise, Rat ends up getting the biggest surprise of all when Big Brown Bear sees an empty boat passing by and decides that the two should take a ride down the river!  (Previous titles:  Big Brown Bear and Big Brown Bear Goes to Town.  See also:  Something Special; Tinker and Tom and the Star Baby; and Mole Music.)

Meddaugh, Susan.  Perfectly Martha, 2004.


Martha, the dog who can talk because of eating alphabet soup, discovers how the Perfect Pup Institute turns dogs into obedient robots and then does something about it.  (Previous titles:  Martha Speaks; Martha Calling;  Martha Blah, Blah; Martha Walks the Dog;  and Martha and Skits.)

Mitton, Tony.  Down by the Cool of the Pool, 2002.


Buoyant verse describes the antics of frog and his farmyard friends as they frolic in the cool of the pool.

Mora, Pat.  Dona Flor:  A Tall Tale about a Giant Woman with a Great Big Heart, 2005.  (SP)


Doäna Flor, a giant lady with a big heart, sets off to protect her neighbors from what they think is a dangerous animal, but soon discovers the tiny secret behind the huge noise.

Newbery, Linda.  Posy, 2008.

Posy the kitten has lots of adventures catching spiders, swiping crayons, tangling yarn, and cuddling.
Niemann, Christoph.  Police Cloud, 2007.

A small cloud that has always dreamed of becoming a police officer discovers that he might not be suited to the job.

Numeroff, Laura.  If You Take a Mouse to School, 2002.


If you take a mouse to school, watch out.  Not only will he ask you for your lunch box, but also he will then want a sandwich to go in it and that’s only the beginning.  (See also:  If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, If You Give a Moose a Muffin, If You Give a Pig a Pancake, If You Take a Mouse to the Movies,  If You Give a Pig a Party, If You Give a Bear a Brownie, and If You Give a Cat a Cupcake.)

O’Brien, John.  Poof!, 1999.


A husband and wife wizarding duo miscast one spell after another.

Palatini, Margie.  The Web Files, 2001.


The farm is perfectly peaceful until it is discovered that a peck of pickled peppers has been pilfered.  Then, Ducktective Web and his partner are called in to solve the case.  (See also:  Piggie Pie, Zoom Broom, and Broom Mates.)

Parr, Todd.  It’s Okay to Be Different, 2001.  (SP)


Neon colored illustrations accompany a text that encourages an appreciation of diversity.  (See also Peace Book and The Feel Good Book.)

Pattou, Edith.  Mrs. Spitzer’s Garden, 2002.


Mrs. Spitzer lovingly tends her garden all summer long, just as she nurtures her students during the school year.

Peters, Lisa Westberg.  Cold Little Duck, Duck, Duck, 2000.


A duck arrives at her pond to find that it is still frozen, but when she concentrates on spring, the ice begins to melt.

Pinkney, Jerry (retold and illustrated by).  The Little Red Hen, 2006.


A newly illustrated edition of the classic fable of the hen who is forced to do all the work of baking bread and of the animals who learn a bitter lesson from it.  
Plourde, Lynn.  Dino Pets, 2007.

A boy brings home various dinosaurs from the pet store, but discovers that neither the biggest nor the smallest, the softest nor the scariest, makes an ideal pet.

Polacco, Patricia.  Emma Kate, 2005.

Emma Kate and her best friend share many activities, such as homework and soccer practice, and even have their tonsils out at the same time, all the things best friends do. But there is more to this best friend than meets the eye.

Raschka, Christopher.  Five for a Little One, 2006.


A young rabbit explores the world using his five senses.

Ransom, Candice.  The Old Blue Pick-Up Truck, 2009.

As a girl and her father run errands in their old blue pickup, she discovers how many different ways they can use their truck.
Ray, Mary Lyn.  Red Rubber Boot Day, 2000.


A young boy delights in playing in the rain wearing his red rubber boots.

Rosen, Michael.  Bear’s Day Out, 2008.

When Bear decides to visit the city, he becomes overwhelmed with all the noise, but luckily some helpful children guide him on his way home again.

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse.  Little Hoot, 2007.

Little Hoot wants to go to bed early, like all of his friends do, and he is hopping mad when Mama and Papa Owl insist that he stay up late and play.  (See also:  Little Pea and Little Oink).

Ross, Tony.  Centipede’s 100 Shoes, 2003.


When centipede stubs a toe, he decides shoes are the way to go, but the footwear proves more difficult than he thought.

Roth,, Carol.  The Little School Bus, 2002.

An assortment of animals, including a goat in a coat, a quick chick, and a hairy bear, ride the bus to and from school.

Rylant, Cynthia.  Snow, 2008.

Donning their coats and mittens, a young girl, her friend, and grandmother partake in an array of fun activities during a crisp winter's day as snow falls from the sky, lands on the trees, covers the ground, and coats their whole world in a brilliant sheet of glistening white.

Salley, Coleen.  Epossumondas, 2002.


In a variant of a classic tale, a young possum is constantly muddling his mama’s instructions.  (Sequels:  Why Epossumondas Has No Hair on His Tail, Epossumondas Saves the Day, and Epossumdas Plays Possum.)

Schaefer, Carole.  Dragon Dancing, 2006.


After learning about dragons at school and making their own out of colored paper and feathers, the classmates are suddenly whisked away to a magical world where they collectively become a dragon, flying over snowcapped mountains and swooping through vast meadows.  (Sequel:  Kids Like Us;  See also:  Someone Says.)

Scieszka, Jon.  Smash!  Crash!  2008.

Getting dirty and being loud are what is expected of Jack Truck and Dump Truck Dan as they set out to do the jobs they were meant to do and have some fun along the way in Trucktown.  (Sequels:  Melvin Might?  and Truckery Rhymes.)

Schulman, Janet.  A Bunny for All Seasons, 2003.


With each new season a brown bunny takes delight in his garden.

Seeger, Laura.  Dog and Bear, 2007.

Three easy-to-read stories reveal the close friendship between Dog and Bear.  (Sequels:  Dog and Bear:  Two’s Company and Dog and Bear:  Three to Get Ready.)

Shannon, David.  Duck on a Bike, 2002.  (SP)


Duck teaches himself to ride a bike and inspires all the farmyard animals to do likewise.

Shannon, David.  Good Boy, Fergus, 2006.  (SP)


Except for his bath, Fergus experiences the perfect doggy day, from chasing cats and motorcycles to being scratched on his favorite tickle spot.
Shannon, David.  David Goes to School 1999.  (SP)


David finds that school can be great fun after he takes control of his own activities, but the teachers don't think his kind of entertainment is amusing and so try to stay one step ahead of him in order to put a stop to his wild ways. (No David! and David Gets in Trouble.)

Shannon, David.  Too Many Toys!  2008.  (SP)

Although he finally agrees that he has too many toys and needs to give them away, there is one toy that Spencer absolutely cannot part with.

Shannon, George.  Tippy-Toe Chick, Go!, 2003.


Mother hen and her chicks go to the garden every day, but when a loud dog suddenly blocks their path, it is the littlest chick that comes up with a way to save them all.

Shulman, Lisa.  Old MacDonald Had a Woodshop, 2002.


Ms. MacDonald, a ewe who is completely comfortable with her tool belt on, has her friend and neighbors join her in constructing her special project.

Sierra, Judy.  Wild About Books, 2004.  (SP)


When librarian Molly McGrew mistakenly drives the book mobile to the zoo, she entices the animals to a love of books by reading aloud her rollicking rhymes.  (See also:  The House That Drac Built.)

Slate, Joseph.  Miss Bindergarten Celebrates the Last Day of Kindergarten, 2006.


Miss Bindergarten, a black and white canine, and her class celebrate the last day of kindergarten with a party and good wishes. (Previous titles:  Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten; Miss Bindergarten Celebrates the 100th Day of Kindergarten; Miss Bindergarten Stays Home from Kindergarten; Miss Bindergarten Takes a Field Trip with Kindergarten; Miss Bindergarten Plans a Circus with Kindergarten; and Miss Bindergarten Has a Wild Day in Kindergarten.)

Smith, Maggie.  Paisley, 2004.


When a stuffed elephant the same pattern as his name accidentally ends up in the trash, he turns his abandonment into a successful search for his perfect match.

Stein, David Ezra.  Leaves, 2008.

When he is unable to reattach the fallen leaves to the trees during a crisp autumn day, a young bear decides to give up and take a nap, yet when he finally awakes, an entire season has passed as he opens his eyes to a beautiful spring day and a new bounty of green leaves hanging on the branches above.

Stein, David Ezra.  Pouch!  2009.

A baby kangaroo takes his first tentative hops outside of his mama's pouch, meeting other creatures and growing bolder each time.

Stevens, Janet.  Cook-a-Doodle-Doo!, 1999.


Big Brown Rooster, the great-grandson of the Little Red Hen, decides to make strawberry short cakes, but runs into some problems of his own.

Stevens, April.  Waking up Wendell, 2007.

Early in the morning, a bird begins to sing at #1 Fish Street, waking the man next door and his dog, and before long, as one noise leads to another, everyone on the street is awake!

Stoeke, Janet. Minerva Louise on Christmas Eve, 2007.


Minerva, a curious chicken, embarks on a rollicking Christmas Eve adventure when she spies a rather plump man in a red suit on the roof and decides to follow him down the chimney.   (Previous titles:  Minerva Louise;  A Hat for Minerva Louise; Minerva Louise at School; A Friend for Minerva Louise; Minerva Louise and Her Farmyard Friends; Minerva Louise at the Fair; Minerva Louise and the Red Truck; and Minerva Louise and the Colorful Eggs.  Newest title:  Minerva Louise on Halloween.)

Sturges, Philemon.  The Little Red Hen (Makes a Pizza), 1999.


In this version, the little red hen decides to go with an Italian entrée, but still has difficulty getting 

the help she needs.  (See also:  This Little Pirate.)

Swanson, Susan.  The House in the Night, 2008.

Illustrations and easy-to-read text explore the light that makes a house in the night a home filled with light.

Taylor, Sean.  When a Monster Is Born, 2007.  (SP)


Explores the options available to a monster from the time it is born, such as becoming the scary monster under someone's bed or playing on the school basketball team.

Thompson, Lauren.  Polar Bear Night, 2004.


After wandering out at night to watch a magical star shower, a polar bear cub returns home to snuggle with her mother in their warm den.

Thompson, Lauren.  Wee Little Chick, 2008.

When the other barnyard animals comment on how tiny the littlest chick is, the proud little one peeps louder, stands taller, and runs faster than any of them.

Viorst, Judith.  Nobody Here but Me, 2008.

With his mother on the phone, his father checking e-mail, and his sister playing with her friends, a little boy feels as if he is all alone in the house, and no matter how badly he behaves, no one comes to stop him.

Vrombaut, An.  Clarabella’s Teeth, 2003.


Clarabella wants to go and play with her friends, but first she must brush her teeth.  Unfortunately, that takes quite awhile since crocodiles have a lot of teeth, but her friends come up with a workable solution.

Waddell, Martin.  Tiny’s Big Adventure,  2004.


Katy Mouse teaches her younger brother, Tiny, the names of some of the things they see, including a boot, a snail, and a pheasant, when they go to the cornfield to play games.  (See also:  The Pig in the Pond; Owl Babies; Farmer Duck;, Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear?; Let’s Go Home, Little Bear; You and Me, Little Bear; Good Job, Little Bear; Snow Bears; and Hi, Harry!)

Waddell, Martin.  The Super Hungry Dinosaur, 2009.


Hal and his little dog Billy calmly deal with a dinosaur's monstrous temper tantrum.

Wellington, Monica.  Apple Farmer Annie, 2001.  (SP)


Annie owns her own apple orchard and makes a myriad of apple-related items from her homegrown fruit.  (See also:  Zinnia’s Flower Garden.)

Wells, Rosemary.  Yoko Writes Her Name, 2008.


Two of Yoko's classmates tell her that she will not be able to graduate from kindergarten, since she can only read and write in Japanese, until she proves them wrong.  (Sequel to:  Yoko.)   

Wells, Rosemary.  My Kindergarten, 2004.


All the activities of a typical kindergarten year are compiled in this handy compendium.   (See also:  Emily’s First 100 Days of School, Timothy Goes to School, Shy Charles, and Bunny Cakes.)

Weston, Tamson.  Hey, Pancakes!, 2003.


Three ambitious children make morning more palatable by whipping up a batch of pancakes.

Willems, Mo.  Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus, 2003.


When the bus driver takes a break he instructs readers not to let the pigeon drive the bus but the pigeon doesn’t give up easily.  (Sequel:  The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog, Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay up Late, and The Pigeon Wants a Puppy.)

Willems, Mo.  Leonardo, the Terrible Monster, 2005.


As hard as he tries to be scary, Leonardo is terrible at being a monster. He searches until he finds someone that he can scare, but when he finds the perfect, nervous little boy, will he be able to scare him?

Willems, Mo.  Edwina, the Dinosaur Who Didn’t Know She Was Extinct, 2006.


Edwina is well-known in her neighborhood, she plays with kids, she bakes delicious chocolate chip cookies and helps old ladies cross the street. She is well-loved by everyone except for one person: Reginald Von Hoobie-Doobie. He knows for a fact that dinosaurs are extinct and tries to convince everyone that they are. What happens when Edwina finds out?

Wiesner, David.  The Three Pigs, 2001.


The three pigs escape the big bad wolf by jumping into other stories.

Willis, Jeanne.  Shhh!  2005.


A small creature finds the secret of world peace but everyone is making too much noise to listen to him.


Wilson, Karma.  Bear Snores On, 2002.


The winter wind is blowing but Bear’s animal friends have gathered for a party in his cave while he is sound asleep.  (Sequels: Bear Wants More, Bear Stays up for Christmas, Bear’s New Friend, Bear Feels Sick., and Bear Feels Scared.)

Winter, Jeanette.  Angelina’s Island, 2007.


Every day, Angelina dreams of her home in Jamaica and imagines she is there, until her mother finds a wonderful way to convince her that New York is now their home.

Yolen, Jane.  How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night? 2000.  (SP)


Different dinosaurs demonstrate ways to say good night and ways not to say it.   (Sequels:  How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?;  How Do Dinosaurs Eat Their Food?;  How Do Dinosaurs Go to School?; and How Do Dinosaurs Say I Love You?)

Picture Books and Easy Readers for First Grade

Picture Books

Addy, Sharon.  When Wishes Were Horses, 2002.


On his way home, Zeb wishes for a horse.  Much to his amazement his wish is granted, but soon things gallop out of control.

Agee, Jon.  Milo’s Hat Trick, 2001.


Milo is trying hard to be a successful magician but is a dismal failure until a bear comes along and teaches him some useful tricks.  (See also:  Terrific.)

Ahlberg, Allan.  The Baby in the Hat, 2008.

Catching a baby in his hat sets off a series of adventures for a young nineteenth-century English boy as he becomes a sea captain and finds a surprising mate.

Anderson, Peggy.  Chuck’s Truck, 2006.

When too many barnyard friends climb in "Old Blue" to go to town, Chuck's truck breaks down, but Handyman Hugh knows just what to do to get them up and running again.  (Sequel:  Chuck’s Band.)

Auch, Mary Jane.  Souperchicken, 2003.


 When Henrietta becomes the first chicken in her coop to learn how to read, she uses her skills to save her aunties from becoming chicken soup.  (See also:  Hen Lake, Peeping Beauty, Eggs Mark the Spot, Bantam of the Opera, Nutquacker, Poultrygeist, The Princess and the Pizza, and Chickerella.  Sequel:  The Plot Chickens.)

Bachelet, Gilles.  My Cat, the Silliest Cat in the World, 2006.  (SP)

An artist describes his "cat," who can usually be found either sleeping or eating.  (Sequel:  When the Silliest Cat Was Small.)
Baguley, Elizabeth.  Meggie Moon, 2005.


When Meggie joins Digger and Tiger, two boys who love to hang out at the junkyard, she is bursting with imaginative ideas and leads the way to myriad adventures.

Banks, Kate.  Max’s Words, 2006.

When Max cuts out words from magazines and newspapers, collecting them the way his brothers collect stamps and coins, they all learn about words, sentences, and storytelling.  (Sequel: Max’s Dragon.)

Bar-el, Dan.  Such a Prince, 2007.

Libby Gaborchik, a highly unusual fairy, helps Marvin, a poor peasant, win the hand of the beautiful but love-starved Princess Vera.

Barrett, Judi.  Never Take a Shark to the Dentist, 2008.

Goats roaming through libraries, giraffes sitting in movie theaters, and porcupines riding in subways are some of the silly things featured in this amusing tale.  (See also:  Things That Are Most in the World,  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatball and Pickles to Pittsburgh
Bauer, Marion Dane.  If Frogs Made Weather, 2005.

A young child ruminates on the favorite weather of ten different animals.

Becker, Bonny.  A Visitor for Bear, 2008.

Bear's efforts to keep out visitors to his house are undermined by a very persistent mouse.  (Sequel:  A Birthday for Bear.)

Beil, Karen.  Jack's House, 2008.

Cumulative text reveals who was really responsible for the house that Jack claims to have built, and all of the trucks involved, from the bulldozer used to clear the land to the van that brought a hammock for the back yard.

Berger, Joe.  Bridget Fidget and the Most Perfect Pet!  2009.

Bridget has always wanted a pet unicorn named Thunderhooves, so when a box is delivered to her door she is sure that is what is inside.

Best, Cari.  Three Cheers for Catherine the Great, 1999.


Sara’s Russian grandmother insists she wants no presents for her birthday, so Sara and her family search for the perfect, “no present.”  (Sequel:  When Catherine the Great and I Were Eight!)

Billingsley, Franny.  Big, Bad Bunny, 2008.

At home, in the Mouse House, Baby Boo-Boo gets no respect, so she head off into the woods to strut her stuff.

Bloom, Becky.  Wolf!, 1999.


When his prospective victims ignore him because they are engrossed in their books, a wolf decides to learn to read himself.

Bluemle, Elizabeth.  Dogs on the Bed, 2008.

A mother and father try to read to their two children before bedtime, but the family's six dogs create havoc when they insist on climbing into the bed and crowding everyone else out.

Bottner, Barbara.  Wallace’s Lists, 2004.


Devoted to making lists about everything in his life, Wallace the mouse discovers the joys of spontaneity and adventure when he becomes friends with his neighbor Albert.

Bowen, Anne.  What Do Teachers Do (After YOU Leave School)?  2006.  (SP)

Rhyming text reveals the surprising ways that teachers behave when their students are not at school.

Bowen, Anne.  I Know an Old Teacher, 2008.

In this take on the well-known cumulative rhyme, a teacher inadvertently swallows a flea, then follows it with an assortment of classroom pets while her students look on in surprise.

Brallier, Jess.  Tess’s Tree, 2009.

When nine-year-old Tess invites her friends, family, and neighbors to celebrate her beloved maple tree's life before it must be cut down, she learns that it has meant a lot to other people, as well.

Brett, Jan.  Honey, Honey Lion, 2005.

After working together to obtain honey, the African honey badger always shares it with his partner, the honeyguide bird, until one day when the honey badger becomes greedy and his feathered friend decides to teach him a lesson.  (See also:  Berlioz the Bear, Comet’s Nine Lives, Hedgie’s Surprise, The Hat, and Daisy Comes Home.)

Broach, Elise.  When Dinosaurs Came with Everything, 2007.

Although his mother is a little worried, a young boy is delighted to discover that every shop in town is giving away real dinosaurs to their customers.

Browne, Anthony.  Little Beauty, 2008.

When a gorilla who knows sign language tells his keepers that he is lonely because there are no other gorillas in the zoo, they bring him a very special friend--a tiny kitten.

Bruel, Nick.  Bad Kitty! 2005.


When only an alphabetic variety of vegetables remain in the house for Kitty to eat, she responds by unleashing a veritable A to Z of woe upon her owners.  (Sequel:  Bad Kitty Gets a Bath.)

Bruel, Nick.  Who Is Melvin Bubble?  2006.

An introduction to six-year-old Melvin Bubble as presented by his family, friends, and others.  (See also:  Boing!)

Carle, Eric.  Mister Seahorse, 2004.


After Mrs. Seahorse lays her eggs on Mr. Seahorse's belly, he drifts through the water, greeting other fish fathers who are taking care of their eggs.

Carlson, Nancy.  First Grade, Here I Come.  Viking, 2006.

Henry tells his mother that he did not like his first day of first grade, but as he describes what he did and learned, he begins to realize that he might enjoy it after all.  (Previous titles:  Look out Kindergarten, Here I Come.  Sequels:  Henry’s Amazing Imagination,  Henry and the Valentine Surprise, and Henry and the Bully.)

Chen, Chih-Yuan.  Guji Guji, 2004.


Raised from an egg by Mother Duck, Guji Guji is quite content with his life as a duckling, despite the fact that he doesn’t look anything like his brothers. Then one fateful day he meets up with three nasty, grinning creatures who not only convince him that he is, like them, a crocodile, but also try to persuade him to deliver his fat, delicious duck relatives for their dinner!

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Louder Lili, 2007.

The quietest kid in her class, Lili is so shy that her voice is never heard in class until the day a good friend needs her help.

Christelow, Eileen.  Where’s the Big Bad Wolf?, 2002.


Detective Doggedly persistently attempts to track down the Big Bad Wolf.  (See also:  Olive and the Magic Hat, Jerome Camps Out, The Great Pig Escape, and The Great Pig Search.)

Cole, Henry.  On Meadowview Street, 2007.

Upon moving to a new house, young Caroline and her parents encourage wildflowers to grow and birds and animals to stay in their yard, which soon has the whole suburban street living up to its name.

Cotten, Cynthia.  Rain Play, 2008.


Most people leave the park when rain begins to fall, while others enjoy the sights, sounds, and feel of the cool water--until thunder and lightening come near.

Cronin, Doreen.  Click, Clack Moo:  Cows That Type, 2000.


Farmer Brown hears a clickety-clack coming from the barn and discovers that his cows are typing him messages demanding better working conditions.  (Sequels:  Giggle, Giggle Quack, Duck for President, Dooby, Dooby Moo, and Thump, Quack, Moo:  A Whacky Adventure.)

Cronin, Doreen.  Diary of a Worm, 2003.


A worm adorned in a baseball cap, relates the ups and downs of his daily life.  (See also: Diary of a Spider and Diary of a Fly.)

Cuyler, Margery.  Groundhog Stays up Late.  2005.


Groundhog doesn’t want to hibernate, so he frolics through the fall but ends up cold, hungry and lonely in the winter.  He tricks his friends by declaring the arrival of spring early so they will share their feast with him, but when they discover it, they prepare a trick for him as well.

Daly, Niki.  Jamela’s Dress, 1999.


In South Africa, Jamela falls in love with the new fabric for Mama’s dress, but when she gets it stained during her imaginative play, no one is happy with her.  (See also:  Papa Lucky’s Shadow.  Sequels:  What’s Cooking Jamela, Where’s Jamela, and Happy Birthday, Jamela!)

Danneberg, Julie.  First Day Jitters, 2000. (SP)


Sarah Jane has some worries about the first day of school but when she finally makes it, readers are in for a surprise.  (Sequels:  First Year Letters and Last Day Blues.)

DiCamillo, Kate.  Louise, the Adventures of a Chicken, 2008.

Longing for adventure, intrepid Louise leaves her comfortable nest and ventures out into the great, wide world where she encounters a vast array of colorful characters.

Dodd, Emma.  I Don’t Want a Posh Dog, 2009.

Taking her search to find the perfect dog very seriously, a little girl visits many shops and meets many potential pooches of all shapes, sizes, and colors before finally picking out just the right one to call her very own.

Donaldson, Julia.  Room on the Broom, 2001.


A witch makes room for an assortment of animals on her broom but when a frog accidentally snaps it in two, the animals must rescue the witch.

Dorros, Arthur.  Papa and Me, 2008.

A bilingual boy and his father, who only speaks Spanish, spend a day together sharing stories, laughter, adventure, and hugs.

Emberley, Rebecca.  There Was an Old Monster, 2009.

In this variation on the traditional cumulative rhyme, a monster swallows ants, a lizard, a bat, and other creatures to try to cure a stomach ache than began when he swallowed a tick.

Feiffer, Jules.  Bark, George, 1999.


When George’s mother instructs him to bark, he tries to comply, but every time the canine opens his mouth, a different animal sound comes out.

Finchler, Judy.  Miss Malarkey Leaves No Reader Behind, 2006.


Miss Malarkey vows to find each of her students a book to love by the end of the school year, but one video-game loving boy proves to be a challenge.  (Previous titles:  Miss Malarkey Doesn’t Live in Room 10, Miss Malarkey Won’t Be in Today, Testing Miss Malarkey, You’re a Good Sport Miss Malarke, and Miss Malarkey’s Field Trip.  Sequel:  Congratulations, Miss Malarkey!)

Fleming, Candace.  Boxes for Katje, 2003.


In post World War II Holland, Katje receives a relief box from Rosie in the US, and this begins the sending of supplies that helps the townspeople survive the winter (based on a true story).

Florczak, Robert.  YIKES!  2003.

A young boy sees such fearsome and exotic creatures as a cobra, gorillas, and crocodiles when he goes on safari.

Fraser, Mary Ann.  I. Q. Goes to School, 2002.

I.Q. is the class rodent that Mrs. Furber brings to school in September.  He is not content to simply be the class pet, he wants to be a star pupil.  (Sequels:  I. Q. Goes to the Library; I. Q., It’s Time; and I. Q. Gets Fit.)

Frazee, Marla.  A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever, 2008.

When James and Eamon go to Nature Camp and stay at Eamon's grandparents' house, they are much more interested in eating waffles and playing video games than in nature until something unexpected happens to change their minds.

French, Jackie.  Diary of a Wombat, 2003.


A wombat relates her week of antics as she becomes chummy with her human neighbors.  (Sequel:  How to Scratch a Wombat.)

French, Simon and Donna Rawlins.  Guess the Baby, 2002.

A visit from Sam's baby brother to Mr. Judd's class prompts all of the children to bring in their baby pictures and share them with the class, and when they see Mr. Judd's baby picture, they realize that everyone starts out as a baby!

Funke, Cornelia.  The Wildest Brother, 2006.

Wanting to keep his sister safe from all the elements that could do her harm, like monsters and beasts, young Ben fearlessly takes on all the challenges of the day to complete his task and live up to his courageous reputation.

Gershator, Phillis.  Listen, Listen!  2007.

Illustrations and rhyming text explore the sights and sounds of nature in each season of the year.

Graham, Bob.  How to Heal a Broken Wing, 2008.


When Will is the only one who notices a bird with a broken wing in a city full of hurried people, he takes it home and cares for it, hoping in time it will be able to return to the sky.

Harper, Charise Mericle.  When Randolph Turned Rotten, 2007.

Best friends Randolph, a beaver, and Ivy, a goose, do everything together until Ivy is invited to a girls-only birthday sleepover party and Randolph, full of bad feelings, tries to spoil her fun.

Harper, Jamie.  Miss Mingo and the First Day of School, 2006.

Miss Mingo helps all of the animal students in her class overcome their shyness on the first day of school by encouraging them to share something special about themselves.  Includes facts about animals.  (Sequel:  Miss Mingo and the Fire Drill.)
Henkes, Kevin, Lilly’s Big Day, 2006.  (SP)


When her teacher announces that he is getting married, Lilly the mouse sets her heart on being the flower girl at his wedding.  (Previous title:  Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse.  See also:  A Weekend with Wendell; Sheila Rae, the Brave; Chester’s Way; Jessica; Julius, the Baby of the World; Chrysanthemum; Wemberly Worried; and Owen.)

Henkes, Kevin.  So Happy!  2005.


There once was a boy, a rabbit, a magic seed, and a book. The boy, who was bored, went looking for something to do. The rabbit, who was curious, explored until he was lost. The seed was thirsty, but soon it grew and grew and grew.

Hesse, Karen.  Come on, Rain!,  1999.


Summer in the city is hot, hot, hot, and Tessie rejoices when rain showers down on them at last.

Hest, Amy.  The Dog Who Belonged to No One, 2008.

The hard-working daughter of two bakers and a perfectly nice stray dog live lonely lives in the same town, until they meet one very stormy day.

Hest, Amy.  Little Chick, 2009.

Little Chick wants her carrot to grow big, her kite to fly, and her special star to come close enough that she can catch it, but things do not happen the way that she wants them to.

Hills, Tad.  Duck & Goose. 2006.

Duck and Goose learn to work together to take care of a ball, which they think is an egg.  (Sequel:  Duck, Duck, Goose.)

Himmelman, John.  Chickens to the Rescue, 2006.

Six days a week the chickens help the Greenstalk family and their animals recover from mishaps that occur on the farm, but they need one day to rest.

Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You:  Very Short Stories to Read Together, 2001.


Thirteen short stories feature text that is engagingly designed for an adult and child to read together.  (Sequels:  Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together, Very Short Mother Goose Tales to Read Together, and Very Short Scary Stories to Read Together.)

Hooks, Bell.  Skin Again, 2004.

Celebrates people's diversity, discusses race, and examines identity through vibrant illustrations and simple rhyming tales that encourage self-awareness and pride in one's self.

Howe, James.  Horace and Morris but Mostly Dolores, 1999.


Horace, Morris and Dolores, a trio of mice who are best friends, have loads of fun together until the boys join a club that does not allow girls.  (Sequels:  Horace and Morris Join the Chorus (But What About Dolores? and Horace and Morris Say Cheese (Which Makes Dolores Sneeze!) )

Hughes, Ted.  My Brother Bert, 2009.

Bert’s little sister knows that he loves to bring home pets and hide them in his room, and her curiosity about what is going on in there has been building.  She cannot wait any longer to check it out for herself. Inside, she discovers a zoo-worthy collection of animals tucked into every nook and cranny. 

Ichikawa, Satomi.  Come Fly with Me, 2008.

Deciding to venture out of their toy box and go to the land of Somewhere, stuffed dog Woggy and his pal wooden airplane, Cosmos, take to the skies, flying over rooftops and traveling to a land high above where they meet the Cloud Monster and end up in an adventure of a lifetime!

Isadora, Rachel.  Bring on That Beat, 2002.


A trio of jazz musicians wake the neighborhood with music in 1930’s Harlem.

James, Simon.  Little One Step, 2003.  (SP)


When three ducklings wander far from home, the older two convince the youngest to play, “one step,” to make it home safely.

James, Simon.  Baby Brains, 2004.

Even before Baby Brains is born, Mr. and Mrs. Brains spent a great deal of time reading, singing, and instructing their unborn child in the hopes of giving it a good start in the world, but once their child was born, the Brain family got much more than they had expected when Baby Brains turned out to be the smartest baby in all the world!  (Sequels:  Baby Brains Superstar and Baby Brains and Robomom.)

Jeffers, Oliver.  The Way Back Home, 2008.

Stranded on the moon after his extraordinary airplane takes him into outer space, a boy meets a marooned young Martian with a broken spacecraft, and the two new friends work together to return to their respective homes.

Johnson, Angela.  Lily Brown’s Painting, 2007.

Using her great imagination to paint in her very unique style, Lily Brown creates a magical world like no other as trees don hats, people walk upside down, and apples begin to sing!

Juster, Norton.  The Hello Goodbye Window, 2005.

A little girl tells about the special kitchen window at her beloved Nanny and Poppy's house from which a person can see anyone or anything coming and going.  (Sequel:  Sourpuss and Sweetie Pie.)
Kasza, Keiko.  The Dog Who Cried Wolf, 2005.  (SP)


Moko the dog loves his life with Michelle until she reads him a book about wolves.  Then he decides it would be better to be wild and free.  He runs away but learns that maybe being on his own in the wild isn’t the place for him.

Kaszo, Keiko.  Badger’s Fancy Meal, 2007.

             Bored with eating apples, worms, and roots, hungry Badger pronounces that he is so hungry he could "eat a horse," yet when his words are overheard by a nearby horse, Badger knows he will have to set the record straight to put his four-legged friend's mind at ease.

Kellogg, Steven.  The Missing Mitten Mystery, 2000.


After playing in the snow all day, Annie realizes that she’s lost a mitten and sets off to locate it.

Keller, Holly.  Pearl’s New Skates, 2005.


Pearl has new skates. They are shiny white with red tassels, and she loves them. Will Pearl ever skate in real life the way she skates in her dreams?

Kelley, Ellen.  My Life as a Chicken, 2007.

Realizing that she will be the next chicken chosen for the special of the day at the Cock-a-Doodle-Doo café, Pauline Poulet makes a run for it the minute the cage is open and squawks for her life as she is chased, dunked, and spun around while attempting to make her big escape!

Kinerk, Robert.  Clorinda, 2003.


When Clorinda the cow discovers ballet, she dreams of becoming a bovine ballerina.  (Sequel:  Clorinda Takes Flight.)

Kirk, Daniel.  Library Mouse, 2007.


Sam, a mouse who lives in the library, leaves his stories in different parts of the library for humans to find.  (Sequel:  Library Mouse:  A Friend’s Tale.)

Knudsen, Michelle.  Library Lion, 2006.  (SP)

A lion starts visiting the local library but runs into trouble as he tries to both obey the rules and help his librarian friend.

Kontis, Alethea.  Alpha Oops, 2006.

Chaos ensues when Z thinks that its time for him to go first in the alphabet for a change.
Krensky, Stephen.  The Youngest Fairy Godmother Ever, 2000.


Mavis wants to be the person who makes wishes come true.  She practices waving a magic wand and winking in the mirror until she meets Cindy, the new girl in school who could really use her help.

Krosoczka, Jarrett.  Punk Farm, 2005.

At the end of the day, while Farmer Joe gets ready for bed, his animals tune their instruments to perform in a big concert as a rock band called Punk Farm.  (Sequel:  Punk Farm Tour.)

Lazo, Caroline.  Someday When My Cat Can Talk, 2008.

A girl imagines what her cat would tell her about its exotic travels to such places as the foggy English coast, Spanish bullfights, and an art gallery in Montmartre, France.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Betsy Who Cried Wolf, 2002.


Betsy tries valiantly to protect her sheep but a wolf tricks her into blowing her whistle for help.  When, eventually, no help comes, Betsy discovers another way to solve her difficulties.

Lies, Brian.  Bats at the Beach, 2006.

On a night when the moon can grow no fatter, bats pack their moon-tan lotion and baskets of treats and fly off for some fun on the beach.  (Sequel:  Bats in the Library.)

Lin, Grace.  Lissy’s Friends, 2007.

Being the new girl at school and not knowing anyone, Lissy decides to make a collection of paper friends, but when the origami birds and animals come to life and venture out into the world, Lissy knows it is time to find real friends of her own.

Long, Melinda.  How I Became a Pirate, 2003.  (SP)


Jeremy becomes a buccaneer and discovers the ups and downs of being a pirate.  When he decides it’s time to head for home he convinces the pirates to bury their treasure in his backyard and makes it home it time for soccer practice.   (Sequel:  Pirates Don’t Change Diapers.)

Mahy, Margaret.  Down the Back of the Chair, 2006.

A poor family is searching down the back of a chair for Dad's lost car keys and, miraculously in the mess of things back there, their financial problems are solved.  (See also:  Dashing Dog and The Rattlebang Picnic.)

Mahy, Margaret.  Bubble Trouble, 2009.

Mabel blows a bubble that captures Baby and wafts him away, resulting in a wild chase that involves the whole neighborhood.
Madison, Alan.  Velma Gratch and the Way Cool Butterfly, 2007.

Velma starts first grade in the shadow of her memorable older sisters, and while her newfound interest in butterflies helps her to stand out, it also leads to an interesting complication.

McClintock, Barbara.  Dahlia, 2002.


In Victorian England, Charlotte likes to take her teddy bear and play in the mud or climb trees, and she takes her new porcelain doll, Dahlia, with her.

McGhee, Alison.  Mrs. Watson Wants Your Teeth, 2004.


A first grader is frightened on her first day of school after hearing a rumor that her teacher is a 300-year-old alien with a purple tongue who steals baby teeth from her students.

McPhail, David.  Sylvie & True, 2007.

Best friends and roommates Sylvie the rabbit and True the water snake live happily in their apartment in the big city and, despite their differences, find ways to share in the interests they have in common, like bowling and going out to eat.  (See also: Santa’s Book of Names, Edward and the Pirates and Edward in the Jungle.)

Meddaugh, Susan.  Just Teenie, 2006.

Justine is so small, everyone calls her "Just Teenie," but one day she receives a plant that grows so tall, it gives her a different perspective.

Meng, Cece.  Tough Chicks, 2009.

Three independent chicks who dare to be different are reprimanded by the other barnyard residents for not being quiet and docile, until the smart, fearless trio takes on a runaway tractor.

Millman, Isaac.  Moses Sees a Play,2004.


Moses and his classmates, who are deaf or hard of hearing, attend a play at their school by the Little Theatre of the Deaf, and Moses makes a new friend from another school. (Previous titles:  Moses Goes to a Concert, Moses Goes to School, and  Moses Goes to the Circus.)

Nielsen, Laura.  Mrs. Muddle’s Holidays, 2008.

When her neighbor, Mrs. Muddle, creates a unique--and fun--holiday for each month, Katie comes up with a special holiday of her own that leads to the biggest celebration her neighborhood has ever seen.

Osborne, Mary Pope. Kate and the Beanstalk, 2000.


Kate encounters an old woman at the top of the beanstalk who tells her she must recover the treasures the giant stole and return them to their rightful owner.

Palatini, Margie.  Bad Boys, 2003.


Willy and Wally, two big bad wolves, disguise themselves as sheep to catch their dinner, but Betty Mutton and Meryl Sheep aren’t as easy to deceive as the wolves hope.  (Sequels:  Bad Boys Get Cookie! and Bad Boys Get Henpecked!)

Palatini, Margie.  Three Silly Billies, 2005.

Three billy goats, unable to cross a bridge because they cannot pay the toll, form a car pool with The Three Bears, Little Red Riding Hood, and Jack of beanstalk fame to get past the rude Troll.  (See also:  Mary Had a Little Ham, The Perfect Pet, Earthquack, and Moo Who?)

Palatini, Margie.  The Cheese, 2007.

After they all agree to ignore the story of "The Farmer in the Dell," the rat, cat, dog, child, farmer, and his wife have a party featuring the tempting hunk of cheese.

Paul, Ann Whitford.  Count on Culebra:  Go from 1 to 10 in Spanish, 2008.

When Iguana stubs her toe and cannot make her popular candies known as cactus butter dulces, Culebra the rattlesnake finds a cure that introduces the Spanish words for the numbers from one to ten.

(Previous titles:  Maana Iguana and Fiesta Fiasco.)

Paye, Won-Ldy.  Mrs. Chicken and the Hungry Crocodile, 2003.


When the crocodile captures Mrs. Chicken, she concocts a story to convince him to let her go.

Plourde, Lynn.  Pajama Day, 2005.


Drew A. Blank forgets to bring to school the things he needs for pajama day and uses his imagination to come up with inventive substitutions.  (See also:  School Picture Day, Teacher Appreciation Day, Book Fair Day, Science Fair Day, Book Fair Day, and Field Trip Day.)

Poydar, Nancy.  Zip, Zip…Homework, 2008.

Violet has a great new backpack with wheels and zippers, but when the many pockets distract and cause her to misplace her homework she tells a lie to cover it up, so the teacher gives her an even harder assignment.

Pullen, Zachary.  Friday My Radio Flyer Flew, 2008.

A father and son find an old Radio Flyer wagon when cleaning out the attic and, through the course of a week, turn it back into a wonderful toy.

Rawlinson, Julia.   Fletcher and the Falling Leaves, 2006.

When his favorite tree begins to lose its leaves in the autumn, Fletcher the fox worries that it is sick, but instead a magical sight is in store for him.  (Sequel:  Fletcher and the Springtime Blossoms.)

Reynolds, Aaron.  Chicks and Salsa, 2005.


Farmer Nuthatch’s chickens grow bored with their ordinary feed.  Their rooster, who has been watching cooking shows, comes to the rescue with some Southwestern cuisine.  (Sequel:  Buffalo Wings.)

Robbins, Jacqui.  The New Girl and Me, 2006.

Two girls named Shakeeta and Mia become friends when Shakeeta boasts that she has a pet iguana and Mia learns how to help Shakeeta "feel at home" even when she is in school.  (Sequel:  Two of a Kind.)

Rohmann, Eric.  A Kitten Tale, 2008.

As four kittens who have never seen winter watch the seasons pass, three of them declare the reasons they will dislike snow when it arrives, while the fourth cannot wait to experience it for himself.

Roome, Diana Reynolds.  The Elephant’s Pillow, 2003.  (SP)


When the emperor in ancient Peking dies, the imperial elephant is inconsolable.  Sing Lo emerges from his selfishness to try to bring comfort to the royal creature.

Root, Phyllis.  Kiss the Cow, 2000.


When Annalisa refuses to kiss the cow, the cow refuses to give milk.

Ruzzier, Sergio.  Amandino, 2008.


Determined to get over her shyness, multi-talented Amandina prepares for her own big show by renting a theater, setting up the stage, and sending out the invitations, but when it appears that no one has shown on the big night, Amandina carries on like a pro and gets quite a surprise in the end.

Rylant, Cynthia. The Great Gracie Chase, 2001.


Puppy Gracie Rose is not happy when noisy painters disturb her peaceful home, so when they put her outside for barking, she decides to dash through the open gate, causing the whole town to run after her.  (See also:  The Relatives Came,  Night in the Country, Mr. Griggs’ Work, The Bookshop Dog, The Ticky-Tacky Doll, and The Whale.)

Scanlon, Elizabeth.  All the World, 2009.

Following a circle of family and friends through the course of a day from morning until night, this book affirms the importance of all things great and small in the world, from the tiniest shell on the beach, to warm family connections, to the widest sunset sky.

Schachner, Judith Byron.  Skippyjon Jones, 2003.


Skippyjon Jones, a Siamese kitten, imagines he is a doggy Zorro with chaotic results.  (Sequels:  Skippyjon Jones in the Dog House, Skippyjon Jones in Mummy Trouble, Skippyjohn Jones and the Big Dig. and Skippyjon Jones and the Big Bones.  See also:  Grannyman.)

Scotton, Rob.  Splat the Cat, 2008.

On Splat the cat's first day of school, he brings along his pet mouse, Seymour, just in case he doesn't make any new friends, but when Seymour escapes from Splat's lunchbox and chaos ensues.  (Sequel:  Love Splat.)

Sierra, Judy.  Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly Pie, 2006.

A good-natured monster thinks a pie made out of flies would be a good dessert, and invites all his friends and relatives over to try it.

Sierra, Judy.  Mind Your Manners B. B. Wolf, 2007.

When B.B. Wolf, who now lives in the Villain Villa Retirement Residence, is invited to the library for a storybook tea, he is careful to follow the advice of his crocodile friend and impresses everyone with how polite he can be.

Shannon, David.  The Rain Came Down, 2000.
An unexpected rain shower causes quarreling among the members of a small community, until finally the sun comes out, and everyone in town ends up smiling and lending one another a hand.  (See also:  A Bad Case of Stripes.)

Shields, Carol Diggory.  Wombat Walkabout, 2009.

When six brave little wombats decide to take a walk in the Australian outback, they must be careful when they encounter other native animals along the way, including a hungry dingo, golden wattles, billabongs, and others,

Simont, Marc.  Stray Dog, 2001.  (SP)


While picnicking a family befriends a charming pup and when they return to the same spot a week later, they decide to adopt him, saving him from the dogcatcher.  (See also:  The Goose That Almost Got Cooked.)

Smith, Lane.  Pinocchio:  The Boy, 2002.


The Blue Fairy has turned Pinocchio into a real boy, but she did it in the middle of the night so no one realizes it, not even Pinocchio.  This creates problems for him as he searches the town for some soup for an ailing Geppetto.

Smith, Linda.  Mrs. Biddlebox, 2002.


Mrs. Biddlebox wakes up on the wrong side of the bunk, but with a little bit of magic cookery, she transforms the day.

Stanley, Diane.  Goldie and the Three Bears, 2003.


Goldie, who likes everything to be just right, is really looking for a friend when she wanders into the house of the three bears.

Stevens, Janet.  The Great Fuzz Frenzy, 2005.


A tennis ball lands in a prairie dog hole and they all want a share of the fuzz.  (See also:  Tops and Bottoms.)

Stringer, Lauren.  Winter Is the Warmest Season, 2006.

A child describes pleasant ways to stay warm during the winter, from sipping hot chocolate and eating grilled cheese sandwiches to wearing wooly sweaters and sitting near a glowing fireplace.
Stuve-Bodeen, Stephanie.  Babu’s Song, 2003.  (SP)


In Tanzania, Bernardi's mute grandfather makes him a wonderful music box and then helps him realize his dream of owning a soccer ball and going to school.  (Previous titles:  Elizabeti’s Doll, Elizabeti’s School, and Mama Elizabeti.)

Tafolla, Carmen.  What Can You Do with a Rebozo?  (SP)

A spunky young girl explains the many uses of her mother's red rebozo, a traditional Mexican woven shawl.

Tafolla, Carmen.  What Can You Do With a Paleta?  (SP)

A young Mexican American girl celebrates the paleta, an icy fruit popsicle, and the many roles it plays in her lively barrio.

Tankard, Jeremy.  Me Hungry!  2008.

Since his parents are too busy, a little prehistoric boy decides to take matters into his own hands and hunt for his own food, and makes a new friend in the process.

U’Ren, Andrea.  Mary Smith, 2003.


Before alarm clocks were invented, people where paid to be “knocker-ups,” and this is Mary Smith’s job.  Early in the morning she makes her way from house to house, shooting dried peas at windows to wake the inhabitants (based on a true story).

Weaver, Tess.  Cat Jumped In, 2007.

An inquisitive feline walks through the rooms of a house, jumping into one mess after another, before landing in the loving arms of its owner.

Wheeler, Lisa.  Old Cricket, 2003.


Old Cricket gets out of his chores by pretending to be ailing but when Old Crow tries to snap him up for dinner, his injuries are real enough.  (See also:  Turk and Runt; Sailor Moo; and Porcupining.)

Wheeler, Lisa.  Castaway Cats, 2006.

Fifteen felines find themselves marooned on an island and are not sure what to do.

Wheeler, Lisa.  Dino-Hockey, 2007.

The meat-eating dinosaurs challenge the plant-eating dinosaurs to a hockey match.  (Sequels:  Dino-Soccer and Dino-Baseball.)

Willems, Mo.  Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed, 2009.

Wilbur is the only naked mole rat in his colony who enjoys wearing clothes, and when Grandpah, the oldest and most naked naked mole rat, discovers his secret, Wilbur fears he will be ostracized from the colony.

Willey, Margaret.  Clever Beatrice, 2001.


In this folktale, the spirited Beatrice outwits the giant to help her family.  (Sequels:  Clever Beatrice and the Best Little Pony and A Clever Beatrice Christmas.)

Yaccarino, Dan.  The Lima Bean Monster, 2001.


Sammy hates lima beans and buries them in a vacant lot to avoid eating them.  Soon all the neighborhood children do likewise with their unwanted vegetables, but unbeknownst to them, they are creating a monster.

Yarrow, Peter.  Puff the Magic Dragon, 2007.

The adventures of a boy and his dragon friend are recounted in this classic song from the 1960s.

Easy Readers

Arnold, Tedd.  Hi! Fly Guy!  2005.

When Buzz captures a fly to enter in The Amazing Pet Show, his parents and the judges tell him that a fly cannot be a pet, but Fly Guy proves them wrong.  (Sequels:  Super Fly Guy; Shoo Fly Guy!; There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Fly Guy; Fly High, Fly Guy!; Hooray for Fly Guy!; I Spy Fly Guy; and Fly Guy Meets Fly Girl.) 

Bauer, Marion Dane.  Snow, 2003.


The delights of snow, and information about it, are both well covered as a child and dog energetically explore the wonders of winter.  (See also:  Clouds and Wind.)

Capucilli, Alyssa.  Biscuit Takes a Walk, 2009.


Although having a great time on his walk to Grandpa's house, Biscuit the adorable pup can't wait to reach his destination so he can invite Grandpa to join in on the fun! (Newest title in the series that begins with Biscuit.)

Godwin, Laura.  Happy and Honey, 2000.


Honey, a frisky kitten, is determined to wake up Happy, the dog, so that they can play.  (Sequels: Honey Helps, The Best Fall of All, and Happy Christmas, Honey.)

Grant, Judyann Ackerman.  Chicken Said, “Cluck!”  2008.

Earl and Pearl do not want Chicken's help in the garden, especially since she always gets in the way, until a swarm of grasshoppers arrives and her true talent shines.

McNamara, Margaret.  Martin Luther King,  Jr. Day, 2007.

Mrs. Connor's students at Robin Hill School share their dreams for the future after learning about the day that celebrates the life and dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  (Newest in the Robin Hill School series.

McPhail, David.  Jack and Rick, 2002.


Jack and Rick, a rabbit and a bear, work together to find a way to cross the stream that is separating them.  With just one sentence per page, this is perfect for just beginning readers. (Sequel: Rick Is Sick.)

McPhail, David.  Big Pig and Little Pig, 2001.


McPhail’s wonderful illustrations bring to life this very simple story of two pigs who celebrate that they are friends even though they are very different.

Meister, Cari.  Tiny  Goes to Camp, 2006.


During a camping excursion in the backyard, Tiny and his friend sing songs, chase frogs, and capture fireflies, but when it is bedtime, they discover Tiny isn't quite tiny enough for the tent!  (Newest in a series that begins with When Tiny Was Tiny.)

Milgrim, David.  Swing Otto, Swing, 2005.


When Otto, a small robot, has trouble learning to swing on vines like his monkey friends, he decides to make his own swing set instead.  (Newest in a series that begins with Ride Otto, Ride.)

Milgrim, David.  My Dog, Buddy, 2008.

Mom, Dad, and brother Pete all try to get Buddy to obey, but only one family member understands how to communicate with the mischievous canine.

Moran, Alex.  Boots for Beth, 2002.


Beth has outgrown her red cowgirl boots and each of her friends tries to help the pig find a new pair.

Pierce, Terry.  Tae Kwon Do!  2006

Easy-to-read, rhyming text describes a Tae kwon do class, at which children learn to kick, punch, and spin, as well as to cooperate and have fun.
Rylant, Cynthia.  Puppy Mudge Wants to Play, 2005.


Henry wants to read his book but frisky puppy Mudge wants to play.   (Newest in a series that begins with Puppy Mudge Has a Snack.)

Schaefer, Lola.  Mittens, 2006.

Nick helps Mittens the kitten adjust to life in a new home.  (Sequels:  Follow Me, Mittens and What’s That, Mittens?)
Shaw, Nancy.  Sheep Blast Off, 2008.


Upon finding a spaceship, sheep climb aboard and bumble around until they blast off into orbit.

 (Newest in the series taht begins with Sheep in a Jeep.)

Weeks, Sarah.  Splish, Splash, 1999


Goldfish Chub is joined in the tub by an every growing assortment of animals.  The illustrations add humor to the familiar story.  (See also:  Baa Choo!)

Picture Books and Easy Readers for Second Grade


Picture Books

Ahlberg, Allan.  The Pencil, 2008.

A lonely pencil timidly draws a boy, a dog, and other items but soon faces a problem as his creations begin demanding changes, and when he draws an eraser to make them happy, the real trouble begins.

Alter, Anna.  Abagail Spells, 2009.

George helps his best friend Abigail practice for the city spelling bee, then cheers her up when she makes a mistake.

Arnosky, Jim.  Dolphins on the Sand, 2008.

When a pod of dolphins becomes beached on the sand and ends up in distress, a group of devoted dolphin rescuers intervenes to give them the care and comfort they need to regain their strength so that they can return to their home in open waters.

Auch, Mary Jane.  Beauty and the Beaks, 2007.

When Lance, a very pretentious turkey, arrives on the farm and boasts that he is the only bird invited to a special feast, no hen is impressed, but when Beauty learns that Lance is the main course, she convinces the others to save him.

Best, Cari.  Goose’s Story, 2002.


Each spring, a girl and her dog watch the Canadian geese return.  One year she notices that a goose is missing a foot and does her best to help it.  (See also:  Shrinking Violet and Sally Jean, the Bycle Queen.)

Bertrand, Lynne.  Granite Baby, 2005.

Back when folks first discovered granite, five burly sisters ruled the mountains of New Hampshire. No problem was too big for those women. But when one sister carves a live baby out of granite, a problem appears that might be too small.

Biedrzycki, David.  Ace Lacewing, Bug Detective, 2005.


When Motham City’s Queenie Bee is kidnapped, Ace Lacewing is on the case, delving into the underside of the bug world to rescue her.  (Sequel:  Ace Lacewing Bug Detective:  Bad Bugs Are My Business.)

Bloch, Serge.  Butterflies in My Stomach and Other School Hazards, 2008.

On the first day of school, a student is confused by many of the phrases that are used, such as when the librarian says not to open a can of worms, or when the teacher says he expects the class to be busy bees doing their homework.

Boswell, Addie.  The Rain Stomper, 2008.

When it begins to rain and storm on the day of her big parade, Jazmin stomps, shouts, and does all she can think of to drive the rain away.

Breen, Steve.  Violet the Pilot, 2008.

Young Violet's only friend is her dog, Orville, until one of her homemade flying machines takes her to the rescue of a Boy Scout troop in trouble.

Brett, Jan.  The Three Snow Bears, 2007.

Retells the story of Goldilocks, set in an Inuit village and featuring a family of polar bears.

Brown, Peter.  The Curious Garden, 2009.

While out exploring one day, a little boy named Liam discovers a struggling garden and decides to take care of it. As time passes, the garden spreads throughout the dark, gray city, transforming it into a lush, green world.

Brown, Marc.  Arthur’s Teacher Moves In, 2000.


One of the myriad of “Arthur” stories, here, Arthur thinks that having his teacher stay at his house will be a horrible experience.  (One of the Arthur series which begins with Arthur’s Nose.)

Clark, Emma Chichester.  Piper, 2007.

When Piper the dog's grim new master treats him badly, he is terrified and runs away to the big city where his courage and desire to please makes him a hero and finds him a new, loving home.

Cunnane, Kelly.  For You Are a Kenyan Child.  2006.


Spend a day in a Kenyan village as a boy puts off his chores in order to explore more interesting things.

Daly, Niki.  Once Upon a Time, 2003.


Sarie, who lives in South Africa, has trouble reading, until practicing with her Aunt Anna gives her confidence.  (See also:  Ruby Sings the Blues.)

Daly, Niki.  Welcome to Zanzibar Road, 2006.

After moving into the house on Zanzibar Road that her neighbors helped her build, Mama Jumbo decides to share it with Little Chico.

Daly, Niki.  Pretty Salma: A Little Red Riding Hood Story from Africa, 2007.

In this version of "Little Red Riding Hood," set in Ghana, a young girl fails to heed Granny's warning about the dangers of talking to strangers.
De Paola, Tomie.  Strega Nona Takes a Vacation, 2000.


When Strega Nona sets off for the seashore for a much needed vacation, she leaves her assistants, Big Anthony and Bambolona in charge and that can only lead to trouble.  (Previous titles:  Strega Nona; Big Anthony and the Magic Ring; Strega Nona’s Magic Lessons; Merry Christmas, Strega Nona; Strega Nona Meets Her Match; Strega Nona:  Her Story; and Big Anthony:  His Story.  Newest title:  Strega Nona’s Harvest, 2009.)

DeSeve, Randall.  Toy Boat, 2007.  (SP)

A toy boat gets separated from its owner and has an adventure on the high seas.

Diakite, Penda.  I Lost My Tooth in Africa, 2006.


While on vacation with her family in Mali, Amina’s tooth first becomes loose and then pops out.  She follows village tradition and leaves her tooth under a gourd, hoping she will indeed get a chicken from the African Tooth Fairy.

Donaldson, Julia.  Tyrannosaurus Drip, 2008.

A duckbilled dinosaur, accidentally raised by fierce tyrannosauruses who would eat duckbills if only they could reach them, tries to be like his "family" but finally gives up, runs away, and finds a real home with others of his kind.

Dorros, Arthur.  Papa and Me, 2008.

A bilingual boy and his father, who only speaks Spanish, spend a day together sharing stories, laughter, adventure, and hugs.

Elya, Susan Middleton.  Eight Animals on the Town, 2000.

Eight animals go to market, to supper, and to dance, introducing the numbers from one to eight and vocabulary in English and Spanish.  (Sequels:  Eight Animals Bake a Cake  and Eight Animals Play Ball.)

English, Karen.  Hot Day on Abbott Avenue, 2004.


After having a fight, two friends spend the day ignoring each other, until the lure of a game of jump rope helps them to forget about being mad.

Evans, Cambira.  Bone Soup, 2008.

A skeleton traveller tricks a town's witches, ghouls, and zombies into helping him make soup.

Fern, Tracey E.  Buffalo Music, 2008.

After hunters kill off the buffalo around her Texas ranch, a woman begins raising orphan buffalo calves and eventually ships four members of her small herd to Yellowstone National Park, in a story based on the life of Mary Ann Goodnight and her husband Charles.

Fleischman, Paul.  Weslandia, 1999.


Wesley grows a garden full of large, strange plants and decides to create his own civilization.

Foley, Greg.  Willoughby & the Lion, 2009.

When Willoughby moves to a new house far away from his friends, he meets an enchanted lion who shows him what is truly important in life.

Funke, Cornelia.  The Princess Knight, 2003.


Princess Violetta learns the same knightly skills as her brothers, but when they tease her, she practices at night until she becomes better than they are.  

Funke, Cornelia.  Pirate Girl, 2006.

Ferocious Captain Firebeard thinks that he and his band of ruthless pirates rule the high seas, but Firebeard's crew meet their match when they kidnap a girl named Molly.

Funke, Cornelia.  Princess Pigsty, 2007.

Tired of being a princess, the youngest of three sisters throws her crown out the window and finds happiness working in the royal kitchen and pigsty.

Gall, Chris.  There’s Nothing to Do on Mars, 2008.

After moving to Mars with his family, Davey complains of being bored until he begins exploring the planet with his dog Polaris and uncovers a most unusual "treasure."

Grey, Mini.  The Adventures of the Dish and the Spoon, 2006.

Having run away together, the Dish and the Spoon from the nursery rhyme "The Cat and the Fiddle" become vaudeville stars before turning to a life of crime.

Grey, Mini.  Ginger Bear, 2007.

Despite being baked to perfection, Ginger Bear the cookie decides that he does not want to become one child's tasty treat and so heads for the hills in an attempt to avoid his culinary destiny.

Grindley, Sally.  It’s My School, 2006.

Tom is not happy that his younger sister, Alice, is starting kindergarten at his school and doesn't understand why he has to share his school with his annoying little sister.

Haseley, Dennis.  The Invisible Moose, 2006.

When his beloved is captured by Steel McSteal, a shy moose summons his courage and, with the help of an invisibility potion, sets off to rescue her in New York City.

Hoffman, Mary.  Princess Grace, 2008.

Grace wants to participate in her community festival's princess float, but first she must decide what sort of a princess she wants to be--from an African princess in kente cloth robes to a floaty pink fairy tale princess.  (Previous titles:  Amazing Grace and Boundless Grace.)

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Skinny Brown Dog, 2007.

Although he keeps telling everyone that the stray pooch on his doorstep does not belong to him, Benny the baker's customers become amused by the determined pooch and name him Brownie, thus when an unexpected incident happens and Brownie comes to Benny's rescue, Benny realizes that having a dog like Brownie isn't such a bad thing after all!

Hughes, Shirley.  Ella’s Big Chance: A Jazz-Age Cinderella, 2004.

In this version of the Cinderella tale set in the 1920s, Ella has two men courting her--the handsome Duke of Arc and Buttons the delivery boy.

Isaacs, Anne.  Pancakes for Supper, 2006.

In the backwoods of New England, a young girl cleverly fends off the threats of wild animals by trading her clothes for her safety.

Jackson, Alison.  Thea’s Tree, 2008.

Thea plants old bean seeds for a science project and ends up with a magical, gigantic tree that she can hardly handle.
Johnson, David A.  Snow Sounds:  An Onomatopoeic Story, 2006.

A nearly-wordless book in which a young boy, eager to reach a much-anticipated holiday party on time, listens to the sounds of the shovels, snow plow, and other equipment used to clear his way.

Joosse, Barbara.  Hot City, 2004.


Mimi and her little brother Joe escape from home and the city's summer heat to read and dream about princesses and dinosaurs in the cool, quiet library.

Kellogg, Steven.  The Mysterious Tadpole:  The 25th Anniversary Edition, 2002.


Kellogg has updated the illustrations and filled in the plot of his classic story of the special birthday present that he receives from his uncle in Scotland.

Kimmelman, Leslie.  Everybody Bonjours!   2008.

Describes in rhymed text the many ways to use the greeting "Bonjour" when visiting Paris.

Klise, Kate.  Little Rabbit and the Night Mare, 2008.

Little Rabbit is so worried about his first school report that his sleep is troubled by a terrifying Night Mare.  (Previous titles:  Shall I Knit You a Hat? and Why Do You Cry?)

Kohara, Kazuno.  Ghosts in the House, 2008.

Tired of living in a haunted house, a young witch captures, washes, and turns her pesky ghosts into curtains, table linens, and bedding.

Krensky, Stephen.  Big Bad Wolves at School, 2007.

Rufus, a young wolf, has a hard time fitting in at the Big Bad Wolf Academy where he has been sent to learn to huff and puff until the day he uses his true talent.

Kurtz, Jane.  In the Small, Small Night, 2005.


Kofi can't sleep in his new home in the United States, so his older sister Abena soothes his fears about life in a different country by telling him two folktales from their native Ghana about the nature of wisdom and perseverance.

Kuskin, Karla.  So, What’s It Like to Be a Cat?  2005.

A cat answers a young child's questions about such things as how much and where it sleeps, and whether or not it likes living with people.  .  (See also:  The Upstairs Cat, The Dallas Titans Get Ready for Bed and The Philharmonic Gets Dressed.)

Lester, Julius.  The Hungry Ghosts, 2009.

A resourceful young boy tries to help three hungry ghosts find something to eat.

Marshall, James.  Swine Lake, 1999.


The Boarshoi ballet is performing Swine Lake and when the wolf peeks in to observe, he thinks it’s the perfect opportunity to snatch his dinner.  (See also:  George and Martha; George and Martha Encore; George and Martha Rise and Shine; George and Martha, Tons of Fun;  George and Martha Back in Town; The Cut-Ups; Wings:  A Tale of Two Chickens; Red Riding Hood; The Cut-Ups Cut Loose; George and Martha Round and Round; The Three Little Pigs; The Cut-Ups at Camp Custer; Hansel and Gretel; and The Cut-Ups Carry On.)

Mayhew, James.  The Knight Who Took All Day, 2005.


When a knight takes too long to be attired correctly for dragon fighting, the princess tames the dragon in stead.

McClintock, Barbara.  Adele and Simon, 2006.

When Adele walks her little brother Simon home from school he loses one more thing at every stop: his drawing of a cat at the grocer's shop, his books at the park, his crayons at the art museum, and more.  (Sequel:  Adele and Simon in America.)
McNaughton, Colin.  We’re off to Hunt for Aliens, 2008.

A wild and wacky book within a book features rocket ships, alien creatures, romantic twists, fun-filled rhymes, and bright illustrations.

Meddaugh, Susan.  The Witch’s Walking Stick, 2005.

When a witch loses her magic walking stick, which has been used over the years to grant hundreds of miserable wishes, she tricks a young girl into finding and returning it, with unexpected results.  (See also:  Cinderella’s Rat.)
Melling, David.  The Scallywags, 2006.

When a family of wolves known as the Scallywags finds itself shunned by the other animals in the community because of its disorderly behavior, the wolves decide to learn some manners.

Morales, Yuyi.  Just in Case: A Trickster Tale and Spanish Alphabet, 2008.

As Senor Calavera prepares for Grandma Beetle’s birthday he finds an alphabetical assortment of unusual presents, but with the help of Zelmiro the Ghost, he finds the best gift of all.  (Previous title:  Just in Case:  A Trickster Tale and Counting Book.)

Morgan, Mary.  Dragon Pizzeria, 2008.

Two dragons, BeBop and Spike, open a pizzeria in Fairy Tale Land and deliver unique pizzas to various fairytale characters.

Nedwidek, John.  Ducks Don’t Wear Socks, 2008.

Emily, a serious girl, meets a duck who helps her see the more humorous side of life.

Noble, Trinka Hakes.  Jimmy’s Boa and the Bungee Jump Slam Dunk, 2003.


Jimmy brings his Boa to basketball practice, creating calamity.  (Previous titles:  The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash, Jimmy’s Boa Bounces Back, and Jimmy’s Boa and the Big Splash Birthday.)

O’Neill, Catharine.  Annie and Simon, 2008.

Recounts four adventures of Annie, her big brother Simon, and their dog Hazel.

Polacco, Patricia.  Mr. Lincoln’s Way, 2001.


Mr. Lincoln, an African-American principal, is well loved by most of his students, but “mean Gene,” bullies everyone.  Instead of berating him, Mr. Lincoln uses Gene’s interest in birds to help lead him to a new way of looking at life.  (See also:  Thunder Cake, Just Plain Fancy, Mrs. Katz and Tush, Babushka Baba Yaga, My Ol’ Man, Aunt Chip and the Great Triple Creek Dam Affair, The Keeping Quilt, and The Graves Family.)

Polacco, Patricia. Something About Hensley's, 2006.

Hensely's, a neighborhood general store, always seems to have what Molly, Kate, and their mother need.

Pulver, Robin.  Punctuation Takes a Vacation, 2003.


When the punctuation in Mr. Wright’s class gets miffed, all of the marks decide to go on a vacation and the students discover that nothing makes sense without them.  (Sequel:  Nouns and Verbs Have a Field Day and Silent Letters Loud and Clear.)

Ray, Jane.  The Apple Pip Princess, 2008.

In a land that has stood barren, parched by drought and ravaged by frosts since the Queen's death, the King gives his three daughters the task of making the kingdom bloom again, and discovers that sometimes the smallest things can make the biggest difference.

Recorvits, Helen.  My Name Is Yoon, 2003.  (SP)


Yoon, newly arrived in America, misses her native Korea and struggle to be a part of her new class.  She hates the way her name looks in English and tries different words until settling on her own name at last.  (Sequel:  Yoon and the Christmas Mitten and Yoon and the Jade Bracelet.)

Regan, Dian Curtis.  Barnyard Slam, 2009.

Farm animals express themselves at a poetry slam hosted by Yo Mama Goose.

Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Mice and Beans, 2001.  (SP)


Rosa Maria, a Spanish-speaking grandmother, is making the special preparations for her granddaughter’s birthday party, unaware that the mice are making plans for a celebration of their own.  (See also:  Nacho and Lolita.)

Schwartz, Amy.  Things I learned in Second Grade, 2004.

A young boy shares all of the things he learned and how he changed in second grade, what he still wonders about, and what he hopes to accomplish when he is in third grade.

Scieszka, Jon.  Robot Zot!  2009.

On a mission to conquer planet Earth, tiny but fearless Robot Zot and his mechanical sidekick leave a path of destruction as they battle kitchen appliances.

Sierra, Judy.  Ballyhoo Bay, 2009.

Mira Bella mobilizes her art students, from grandmothers to children, crabs to seagulls, to stop a dastardly plan for turning the beach at Ballyhoo Bay into an exclusive resort, and offers an alternative--leave the beach as it is.

Smith, Lane.  Madam President, 2008.

A little girl imagines what her day would be like if she were President of the United States.

Soto, Gary.  Chato Goes Cruisin’, 2005.


Chato, a cat who lives in East Los Angeles,  and Novio Boy win a cruise but are disappointed to find that everyone else on board is a dog, and things go from bad to worse when the dogs party themselves sick and it is up to the cats to find help. (Previous titles:   Chato’s Kitchen and  Chato and the Party Animals.)

Stanley, Diane.  Raising Sweetness , 1999.


Sweetness, one of eight orphans living with a man who is an unconventional housekeeper, learns to read and writes an important letter to improve their situation.  (Previous title:  Saving Sweetness.)

Swallow, Pamela Curtis.  Groundhog Gets a Say, 2005.


Groundhog is tired of being ignored after Feb. 2nd and regales his audience with all the merits of his species.

Sweet, Melissa.  Tupelo Rides the Rails, 2008.

After being left by the side of a road with nothing but her favorite sock toy, Tupelo meets a pack of dogs led by Garbage Pail Tex as they are wishing for new homes, then joins them as they catch a passing train and share stories of dog heroes.

Teague, Mark.  Dear Mrs. LaRue:  Letters from Obedience School, 2002.  (SP)


Mrs. LaRue has sent her terrier, Ike, off to obedience school and the pup writes begging to come home.  (Sequels:  Detective Larue: Letters From The Investigation and LaRue for Mayor:  Letters from the Campaign.)

Urbanovic, Jackie.  Duck Soup, 2008.

Maxwell Duck is trying to invent a soup that everyone will remember him for, but when he goes out to look for the missing ingredient and his friends show up, they think he has fallen into the soup.  (Sequel:  Duck and Cover and Sitting Duck.  Previous title:  Duck at the Door.)

Viorst, Judith.  Just in Case, 2006.

Always prepared for anything that may come his way, Charlie's organized world is thrown for a loop when his friends decide to give him a surprise birthday party, where he quickly discovers that not being prepared can be quite fun as well!  (See also:  Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.)

Watt, Melanie.  Scaredy Squirrel, 2006.

Scaredy Squirrel is a squirrel who never leaves his nut tree because he's afraid of the unknown "out there." But then, something unexpected happens that may just change his outlook.  (Sequels:  Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend, Scaredy Squirrel at the Beach, and Scaredy Squirrel at Night.)

Wheeler, Lisa.  Boogie Knights, 2008.

When seven knights of the castle are awakened by the noise from the Madcap Monster Ball, they decide to join the party, along with a little prince and a princess from a picture frame.
Wilson, Karma.  How to Bake an American Pie, 2007.

Rhyming text and illustrations present a recipe for how to bake a pie from all the things that make America great, such as a dash of purple mountain majesties and cups of courage.

Winters, Kay.  My Teacher for President, 2004.

When Oliver, a savvy second-grader, learns about the president's job he decides that his teacher would make a perfect commander-in-chief.

Wisniewski, David.  Tough Cookie, 1999.


Tough Cookie, a trench-coat wearing cookie detective, lives at the bottom of the cookie jar, investigating crime and trying to ward off the invasion of “Fingers.”

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Coming on Home Soon, 2004.


After Mama takes a job in Chicago during World War II, Ada Ruth stays with Grandma but misses her mother who loves her more than rain and snow.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  The Other Side, 2001.


Two girls, one black and one white, gradually get to know each other as they sit on the fence that divides their town.

Young, Ed.  I, Doko:  The Tale of a Basket, 2004.

A Nepalese basket tells the story of its use through three  generations of a family. 

Young, Ed.  Hook, 2009.

A chick hatched by hens turns out to be an eaglet who must get help from a boy in learning how to fly.

Easy Readers 

Brown, Marc.  Arthur in New York, 2008.


Arthur and his family--and D.W.'s favorite doll, Mary Moo-Cow--take a vacation to New York City.   (Newest in an ongoing series that begins with Arthur’s Reading Race.)

Cannon, A. E.  On the Go with Pirate Pete and Pirate Joe, 2002.


Pete and Joe, pirates with “stinky feet” discover that they are both afraid of water  and decide that what they need is a parrot.  (Sequels: Let the Good Times Roll with Pirate Pete and Pirate Joe and Way Out West with Pirate Pete and Pirate Joe.)

Cazet, Denys.  Minnie and Moo: Minnie and Moo and the Haunted Sweater, 2007.


Minnie and Moo want to give special presents to the Farmer for his birthday, but something goes awry when Moo knits him a sweater.  (Newest in a series that begins with Minnie and Moo Go to the Moon.)

Cazet, Denys.  The Octopus, 2005.


In this first of the Grandpa Spanielson’s Chicken Pox Stories, Grandpa helps his favorite grandpup to avoid scratching his chicken pox by telling how he once had to fight off an octopus during a terrible storm.  (Sequels:  A Snout for Chocolate and The Shrunken Head.)

Chaconas, Dori.  Cork and Fuzz, 2005.


A possum and a muskrat become friends despite their many differences.  (Sequels:  Cork and Fuzz:  Short and Tall;  Cork and Fuzz:  Good Sports; Cork and Fuzz:  The Collectors; and Cork and Fuzz:  Finders Keepers.)

Cushman, Doug.  Inspector Hopper, 2000.
Inspector Hopper and his partner McBugg solve a mystery in each season of the year.  (Sequel:  Inspector Hopper’s Mystery Year.)

Cushman, Doug.  Space Cat, 2004.


When Space Cat and Earl the robot encounter trouble with their space ship, they crash-land on an alien planet to search for more fuel.

Danziger, Paula.  Second Grade Rules, Amber Brown, 2004.


Amber Brown loves the second grade but wonders if she will ever receive an award from Deskarina, the desk fairy, for keeping her desk clean.  (Part of the A Is for Amber series.)
De Paola, Tomie.  T-Rex Is Missing, 2002.


Morgie accuses his best friend of taking his favorite dinosaur toy, and then finds out he must apologize.  (Newest in a series that includes Hide and Seek and Boss for a Day.)

George, Jean Craighead.  Duck and Goose, 2008.

A young boy becomes the "mother" to a goose, who becomes "mother" to a duck, as they learn about the rhythms of nature together.

Guest, Elissa Haden.  Iris and Walter and the Field Trip, 2007.

When best friends Iris and Walter go on a field trip to an aquarium, Walter gets lost and a worried Iris helps Miss Cherry look for him. (Newest in a series that begins with  Iris and Walter.)

Holub, Joan.  The Garden That We Grew, 2001.


Children enjoy the pumpkins that they planted and watched grow.

Little, Jean.  Emma’s Yucky Brother, 2001.


Emma is excited about her new adopted brother, Max, because she has wanted a little brother for a long time.  But when Max has trouble adjusting to the move from his foster home, Emma finds out how hard it is to be a big sister.  (Sequels: Emma’s Magic Winter and Emma’s Strange Pet.)

McMullan, Kate.  Pearl and Wagner: Two Good Friends, 2004.


Friendship isn’t easy between Pearl, a hardworking rabbit, and Wagner, a daydreaming mouse.  (Sequels: Pearl and Wagner: Three Secrets and Pearl and Wagner:  One Funny Day.)

Miller, Sara Swan.  Three Stories You Can Read to Your Teddy Bear, 2003.


Bored with sitting on a shelf day after day, a teddy bear sets out on three adventures and inadvertently gets the family dog and cat in trouble. (Newest in a series that begins with Three Stories You Can Read to Your Cat.)

Ormerod, Jan.  The Ballet Sisters:  The Ugly Duckling and the Swan, 2007.

Sylvie and her older sister dance their way through make-believe adventures that include princesses, fairy queens, swans, and ducklings.  (Sequel:  The Newest Dancer.)

Parish, Herman.  Amelia Bedelia Talks Turkey, 2008.


Amelia Bedelia volunteers to fill in as the director of a third-grade Thanksgiving play, but she misunderstands everything from one girl's desire to play a big role to an opening night wish that she "break a leg."  (Newest in a series that was begun by Peggy Parish with Amelia Bedelia.)

Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge and the Big Sleepover, 2006.


Henry and his dog Mudge are invited to a sleepover in Patrick's attic, where they watch monster movies, eat pizza, and enjoy a contest to determine whose dog is the best popcorn catcher.  (Newest in an ongoing series that began with Henry and Mudge: The First Book of Their Adventures.)

Rylant, Cynthia. High-Rise Private Eyes: The Case of the Baffled Bear, 2006.

Bunny and Jack, animal detectives, take a break from playing cards to look for Bernard Bear's missing messenger whistle.  (Newest in a series that begins with: The Case of the Missing Monkey.)
Rylant, Cynthia.  Mr. Putter and Tabby Run the Race, 2008.


Mr. Putter, a senior who does not like to run, makes a goal to place second in a marathon so he can win a train set. (Newest in a series that begins with Mr. Putter and Tabby Pour the Tea.)

Rylant, Cynthia.  Annie and Snowball and the Shining Star, 2009.

Annie's friends Henry and Mudge, and especially her rabbit Snowball, help her get over feeling nervous about being in a school play. (Newest in the series that begins with:  Annie and Snowball and the Dress-Up Birthday.)

Sharmat, Marjorie.  Nate the Great Talks Turkey, 2006.


Nate the Great and his cousin Olivia are on the case of a runaway turkey, but unfortunately the clues appear to contradict each other.  (Newest in the series that begins with Nate the Great.)

Shore, Diane.  How to Drive Your Sister Crazy, 2008.

A younger brother offers detailed advice on how to annoy older sisters.

Silverman, Erica.  Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa, 2005.

Cowgirl Kate and her cowhorse Cocoa, who is always hungry, count cows, share a story, and help each other fall asleep.  (Sequels:  Partners, School Days, Rain or Shine, Horse in the House, and Spring Babies.)

Thiesing, Lisa.  A Dark and Noisy Night:  A Silly Thriller with Peggy the Pig, 2005.


Peggy wants to sleep, but spooky noises keep her awake. Then she is scared further by a knock at the door.  (Sequel:  The Scarecrow’s New Clothes.)
Thomas, Shelley Moore.  Good Night, Good Knight, 2000.


The good knight helps three little dragons who can’t get to sleep. (Sequels: Get Well, Good Knight; Happy Birthday, Good Knight; and Take Care, Good Knight.)

Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Amanda Pig And the Wiggly Tooth, 2008.


When Amanda Pig has her first loose tooth, she is reluctant to pull it.  (Newest in the series that begins with Tales of Amanda Pig.)

Weeks, Sarah.  Baa-Choo, 2004.


When Sam the lamb has trouble sneezing, the other animals try to help.

Willems, Mo.  Pigs Make Me Sneeze!  2009.

Gerald the elephant is allergic, and it might be to his BFF Piggie, which could mean the end of their friendship.  (Newest in the Elephant and Piggie series.)

Picture Books for Older Readers

and Beginning Chapter Books

for Third Grade

Picture Books for Older Readers

Alley, Zoe B.  There’s a Wolf at the Door, 2008.

As his plans are spoiled over and over again, the wolf keeps trying to find his dinner, in this retelling of five well-known stories and fables.

Almond, David.  My Dad’s a Bird Man, 2008.  (SP)

Lizzie, a young girl whose mother died, begins thinking that her father has lost it when he starts to act like a bird, but agrees to help him with his goal of winning the town's Great Human Bird Competition, strengthening the bond between them.

Armstrong, Jennifer.  Magnus at the Fire, 2005.

When the Broadway Fire House acquires a motorized fire engine, Magnus the fire horse is not ready to retire. 

Baur, Marion Dane.  The Longest Night, 2009.

One very long night, a crow, a moose, and a fox all claim they can bring back the sun, but the wind knows that only one little creature has what is needed to end the darkness.

Borden, Louise.  Across the Blue Pacific, 2006.

A woman reminisces about her neighbor's son who was the object of a letter writing campaign by some fourth-graders when he went away to war in 1943.  (See also:  The Great Skating Race.)

Bunting, Eve.  Gleam and Glow, 2001.


Eight-year-old Viktor flees his home with his family when war ravages the countryside.  When they return home, they find it destroyed, but the fish Viktor put in their pond have survived (based on a true story of Bosnian refugees).

Bunting, Eve.  One Green Apple, 2006.

While on a school field trip to an orchard to make cider, a young immigrant, Farah a Muslim girl, gains self-confidence when the green apple she picks perfectly complements the other students' red apples.

Carbone, Elisa, Night Running:  How James Escaped with the Help of His Faithful Dog, 2008.

Inspired by the true story of a young runaway slave in the early 1800s, James leaves his master's farm and his beloved dog to make a run to freedom in the dark of night, but when he is captured along the way, James is grateful when his loyal dog comes out of the shadows to rescue him.

Chin, Jason.  Redwoods, 2009.

An ordinary train ride becomes and extraordinary trip to the great ancient forests.

Conway, David.  Lila and the Secret of Rain, 2008.

For months the sun has burned down on Lila's Kenyan village. Lila is so worried that when her grandfather whispers to her the secret of rain, she decides to go and talk to the sky herself.

DiPucchio, Kelly S.  Grace for President, 2008.

After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock election, where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be winning all the boys' votes.

Elliott, Zetta.  Bird, 2008.

Bird, an artistic young African American boy, expresses himself through drawing as he struggles to understand his older brother's drug addiction and death, while a family friend, Uncle Son, provides guidance and understanding.

Farmer, Nancy.  Clever Ali, 2006.

When seven-year-old Ali's greedy pet steals cherries from the wicked Sultan for whom his father keeps carrier pigeons, Ali is given three days to find 600 new cherries or his father will be thrown into the deep, dark oubliette.

Geeslin, Campbell.  Elena’s Serenade, 2004.  (SP)

In Mexico, a little girl disguised as a boy, sets out for Monterrey determined to master the art of glassblowing, and in the process, experiences self-discovery along the way.

Goldberg, Myla.  Catching the Moon, 2007.

Using a mouse as bait instead of a worm, an old woman fishes all night long, confusing the fishermen as well as the Man in the Moon.

Gonzalez, Lucia.  The Storyteller’s Candle, 2008.

During the early days of the Great Depression, New York City's first Puerto Rican librarian, Pura Belpre, introduces the public library to immigrants living in El Barrio and hosts the neighborhood's first Three Kings' Day fiesta.

Hale, Bruce.  Snoring Beauty, 2008.

An adaptation of the traditional tale, featuring a sleeping, snoring princess who is rescued by a prince after being cursed by a bad fairy.

Hall, Bruce Edward.  Henry and the Kite Dragon, 2004.

In New York City in the 1920s, the children from Chinatown go after the children from Little Italy for throwing rocks at the beautiful kites Grandfather Chin makes, not realizing that they have a reason for doing so.

Hamilton, Virginia.  The People Could Fly:  The Picture Book, 2004.


In this retelling of a folktale, a group of slaves, unable to bear their sadness and starvation any longer, calls upon the African magic that allows them to fly away.

Hesse, Karen.  The Cats in Krasinski Square, 2004.


Two Jewish sisters, escapees of the infamous Warsaw ghetto, devise a plan to thwart an attempt by the Gestapo to intercept food bound for starving people behind the dark Wall.

Hesse, Karen.  Spuds, 2008.

Maybelle, Jack, and Eddie want to help Ma by putting something extra on the table, so they set out in the dark to take potatoes from a nearby field, but when they arrive home and empty their potato sacks, they are surprised by what they see.

Hicks, Betty.  Goof-Off Goalie, 2008.

Ten-year-old Goose is best at goofing off, but when he decides to become the goalie for their soccer team, his friend Henry sets up a practice schedule and enlists their other friends to help Goose improve his skills.

Hoffman, Mary.  The Color of Home, 2002.


Hassan has recently moved from Somalia to America and although his new classmates are friendly he his homesick.  When the teacher hands out art supplies, Hassan discovers he can communicate through his pictures.  

Hopkinson, Deborah.  Girl Wonder:  A Baseball Story in Nine Innings, 2003.


In the early 1900s, Alta Wiess loves to play baseball and must find a way to prove that she can play professionally, even though she is a girl (based on a true story).

Hopkinson, Deborah.  Stagecoach Sal: Inspired by a True Tale, 2009.

When frontier-savvy Sal makes her first stagecoach journey alone to deliver the mail for her sick pa, her ma is nervous, but the wild frontier is no match for Sal, and neither is Poetic Pete, the wiliest stagecoach robber in the West.

Isaacs, Anne.  The Ghosts Of Luckless Gulch, 2008.

Devoted to her unusual pets, including a Sidehill Wowser and a Kickle Snifter, Estrella is devastated when the greedy ghosts of the old gold miners decide to take them hostage, but using her special speedy skills and magical healing touch, Estrella devises a clever plan to rescue them all from their captors at spooky Luckless Gulch.

Jacobson, Rick.  The Master’s Apprentice, 2008.

Marco, chosen as a junior apprentice to the young genius Michelangelo, is sabotaged at every turn by the jealous senior apprentice Ridolfo, but his skills at mixing color, as well as his unfaltering loyalty to his father, earn him a place at Michelangelo's side when the artist is summoned to Rome.

Johnson, Angela.  A Sweet Smell of Roses, 2005.


Minnie and her sister hear about a freedom march and leave their home to go to their city's downtown area where they listen to Dr. Martin Luther King and join the march, all the while smelling roses.

Johnson, Angela.  Wind Flyers, 2007.

A boy's love of flight takes him on a journey from the dusty dirt roads of Alabama to the war-torn skies of Europe. Introduces young readers to the contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen in World War II.  (See also:  I Dream of Trains.)

Keller, Laurie.  The Scrambled States of America Talent Show, 2008.


It's time to put on a big show and soon all the states appear to play their part, but when Georgia gets stage fright and Oklahoma starts a ruckus, it's up to the director, Indiana, to put things back on track before the curtains rise! (Sequel:  The Scrambled States of America.)

Kerby, Mona.  Owney the Mail Pouch Pooch, 2008.

In 1888, Owney, a stray terrier puppy, finds a home in the Albany, New York, post office and becomes its official mascot as he rides the mail train through the Adirondacks and beyond, criss-crossing the United States, into Canada and Mexico, and eventually traveling around the world by mail boat in 132 days.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Georgia Rises:  A Day in the Life of Georgia O'Keeffe, 2009.

The artist Georgia O'Keeffe spends the day transforming the materials, colors, and landscape of her desert home into paintings, in an imaginative and revealing look at how this artist's creative process is affected by the natural world and small moments of daily life.

Lester, Julius.  Let’s Talk About Race, 2005.


The author introduces the concept of race as only one component in an individual's or nation's "story."

Levine, Ellen.  Henry’s Freedom Box, 2007.

A fictionalized account of how in 1849 a Virginia slave, Henry "Box" Brown, escapes to freedom by shipping himself in a wooden crate from Richmond to Philadelphia. 

Lowell, Susan.  The Elephant Quilt:  Stitch by Stitch to California, 2008.

Lily Rose and Grandma stitch a quilt that tells the story of their family's journey from Missouri to California by covered wagon in 1859.

Maloney, Peter.  The Magic Hockey Stick, 1999.


When Tracy begins to play hockey with Wayne Gretzky’s stick, she suddenly becomes the star of the team, but Wayne is in the worst slump of her career.

McGill, Alice.  Way up and over Everything, 2008.

The author recollects this powerful story, passed down in her family through the generations, of a slave who would prove to have magical powers created by the wish for freedom.

McKissack, Patricia.  Goin’ Someplace Special, 2001.


As Tricia Ann journeys through the segregated Nashville of the 1950’s,  she experiences the harsh reality of exclusion at place after place until she reaches the integrated public library.

McKissack, Patricia.  Stitchin' and Pullin': A Gee's Bend Quilt, 2008.

As a young African American girl pieces her first quilt together, the history of her family, community, and the struggle for justice and freedom in Gee's Bend, Alabama unfold.

McNulty, Faith.  If You Decide to Go to the Moon, 2005.


The narrator provides a detailed description of what it would be like to journey to the moon, from blastoff to touchdown.

O’Malley, Kevin.  Once upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude, 2005.

Cooperatively writing a fairy tale for school, a girl imagines a beautiful princess whose beloved ponies are being stolen by a giant, and a boy conjures up the muscular biker who will guard the last pony in exchange for gold.

O’Malley, Kevin.  Captain Raptor and the Moon Mystery, 2005.

When something lands on one of the moons of the planet Jurassica, Captain Raptor and his spaceship crew go to investigate.  (Sequel:  Captain Raptor and the Space Pirates.)

Osborne, Mary Pope.  New York’s Bravest, 2002.


Mose Humphreys, a larger-than-life firefighter, works tirelessly to rescue those in need in 19th century New York City.

Pak, Soyung.  Dear Juno, 1999.


Juno receives a letter from his grandmother in Korea.  Although he must wait for his parents to translate, he understands her from the picture he sends and creates his own picture to send to her.

Park, Frances and Ginger.  The Have a Good Day Café, 2005.

Mike's grandmother, who has moved from Korea to live with Mike and his family in the United States, inspires him to suggest an idea to help their floundering food cart business.

Pericoli, Matteo.  The True Story of  Stellina, 2006.

The true story of a baby finch rescued and raised by the author and his wife. Stellina was a bird: "Cheep", a very little bird: "cheep!cheep!" So begins critically acclaimed author Matteo Pericoli’s all-true story of how he and his wife, Holly, came to rescue and raise a little finch, Stellina, in the middle of New York City. When no zoo would take the abandoned bird, fallen from her nest onto a busy street, Holly took her home and gave her the best life she could. And there, in a Manhattan apartment, Stellina leaned how to eat, fly, and sing.

Perkins, Lynn Rae. The Cardboard Piano, 2008.

When Debbie tries to interest Tina in playing the piano by creating a cardboard keyboard, they find not only does it not have the same appeal but also that they do not need to share everything to be best friends.

Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  Boycott Blues:  How Rosa Parks Inspired a Nation, 2008.

Illustrations and rhythmic text recall the December, 1955, bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama after Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up her seat on a city bus to a white man.

Polacco, Patricia.  Ginger and Petunia, 2007.


When her beloved Ginger, a piano-playing socialite and very snappy dresser, makes a last-minute trip to London not knowing her housesitter has cancelled, Petunia the pig does more than fend for herself, she becomes Ginger.

Polacco, Patricia.  For Love of Autumn, 2008.

Miss Parks, a new teacher, is devastated when her cat, Autumn, disappears during a storm, but with the help of her students, she finds not only Autumn but also the man of her dreams.

Ray, Jane.  The Apple-Pip Princess,2008.

In a land that has stood barren, parched by drought and ravaged by frosts since the Queen's death, the King gives his three daughters the task of making the kingdom bloom again, and discovers that sometimes the smallest things can make the biggest difference.

Rumford, James.  Silent Music:  A Story of Bagdad, 2008.

As bombs and missiles fall on Baghdad in 2003, a young boy uses the art of calligraphy to distance himself from the horror of war.

Shulevitz, Uri.  How I Learned Geography, 2008.

As he spends hours studying his father's world map, a young boy escapes the hunger and misery of refugee life. Based on the author's childhood in Kazakhstan, where he lived as a Polish refugee during World War II.

Sierra, Judy.  The Secret Science Project That Almost Ate the School, 2006.

A boy sends off for "Professor Swami's Super Slime" to use as his science fair project and then has to cope with the funny disaster that follows.

Slate, Joseph.  I Want to Be Free, 2009.

Despite breaking the chains that bound him to slavery and running free, an unmovable iron ring around his leg makes Big Man feel as though he is still a slave, but after rescuing an orphaned slave child from certain doom, Big Man's heart and spirit finally become truly free through the love and appreciation of his new companion.
Stanley, Diane.  The Giant and the Beanstalk, 2004.


Unlike other giants, young Otto is gentle and polite.  When Jack steals his beloved pet chicken (who just happens to lay golden eggs), Otto climbs down the beanstalk in search of him, but encounters a plethora of nursery rhyme Jacks before working out a trade with the right one.  (See also,: Rumpelstiltskin’s Daughter.)

Stevens, Janet.  Help Me, Mr. Mutt! 2008.

Dogs across the United States write to Mr. Mutt, a people expert, for help with their humans.

Walker, Alice.  There Is a Flower at the Tip of My Nose Smelling Me, 2006.


The narrator celebrates the wonder of being alive and in touch with the world her.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Show Way, 2005.


From the time of slavery to the present, generation after generation of African-American women pass down the tradition of embroidering secret maps to freedom in their quilts.

Yolen, Jane.  Naming Liberty, 2008.

In parallel stories, a Ukrainian Jewish family prepares to emigrate to the United States in the late 1800s, and Frederic Auguste Bartholdi designs, raises funds for, and builds the Statue of Liberty in honor of the United States' centennial.

Zee, Ruth Vander.  Always with You, 2008.

Orphaned at the age of four when her village in Viet Nam is bombed, Kim is rescued by American soldiers and raised in an orphanage, always finding comfort in her mother's last words: "Don't be afraid. I will always be with you."

Chapter Books

Ahlberg, Allan.  The Children Who Smelled a Rat, 2005.

All the Gaskitts have a bad day when the baby rolls away in a shopping cart, the twins' teacher acts peculiar, and a lost bird tries to hypnotize the cat.  (Previous titles: The Man Who Wore All His Clothes; The Woman Who Won Things; and The Cat Who Got Carried Away.)

Applegate, Katherine.  Never Glue Your Friends to Chairs, 2008.

When the first-graders' bee antennae would not stay on their heads and the drummers would not stay in their seats for the open house play, Roscoe decides to help by using the "don't-you-dare" glue.  (Sequels in the Rosco Riley Rules series:  Never Swipe a Bully’s Bear, Don’t Swap Your Sweater for a Dog, Never Swim in Applesauce, Don’t Tap-Dance on Your Teacher, Never Walk in Shoes That Talk, and Never Race a Runaway Pumpkin.)

Barrows, Annie.  Ivy + Bean, 2006.

When seven-year-old Bean plays a mean trick on her sister, she finds unexpected support for her antics from Ivy, the new neighbor, who is less boring than Bean first suspected.  (Sequels:  The Ghost That Had to Go, Break the Fossil Record, Ivy and Bean Take Care of the Babysitter, Ivy and Bean Bound to Be Bad, and Ivy and Bean Doomed to Dance.)
Bauer, Marion Dane.  The Blue Ghost, 2005.

At her grandmother's log cabin, nine-year-old Liz is led to make contact with children she believes may be her ancestors.  (Companion novels:  The Red Ghost and  The Green Ghost.)

Becker, Bonny.  The Magical Ms. Plum, 2009.

Entertained by the eccentric ways of their popular teacher Ms. Plum, her students become even more intrigued when the supply closet transforms into a magical place wherefrom unique creatures, such as a chatty parrot and tiny alligator, suddenly emerge and become featured guests for the lesson of the day.

Birney, Betty.  World According to Humphrey, 2004.

Humphrey, pet hamster at Longfellow School, learns that he has an important role to play in helping his classmates and teacher.  (Sequels:  Friendship According to Humphrey, Trouble According to Humphrey, Surprises According to Humphrey, Adventure According to Humphrey, and Summer According to Humphrey.)

Blume, Judy.  Going, Going, Gone with the Pain and the Great One, 2008.

Further adventures of first-grader Jake "the Pain" and his sister, third-grader Abigail "the Great One," include a trip to the beach with Grandma, to a county fair with Aunt Diana, and to a mall with Dad.  (Previous titles:  The Pain and the Great One; Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the Great One; Cool Zone with the Pain and the Great One; Going, Going, Gone with the Pain and the Great One; and  Friend or Fiend with the Pain and the Great One.)

Boelts,Maribeth.  Dogerella, 2008.

With the help of her fairy dogmother, Dogerella attends Princess Bea's ball where she competes with other dogs to become the princess's royal pet.

Bruel, Nick.  Bad Kitty Gets a Bath, 2008.

With bath time approaching, Kitty's owners do what they can to prepare themselves for the disaster they know it will become--and even have an ambulance waiting in the driveway just in case!  (Sequel:  Happy Birthday, Bad Kitty.)

Byars, Betsy.  Boo’s Dinosaur, 2006.

When young Boo is followed home by a dinosaur that only she can see, it causes a bit of trouble for her older brother, Sammy.  (Sequel:  Boo’s Surprise.)
Cameron, Ann.  Gloria Rising, 2002.


Gloria, an African-American girl, is headed for fourth grade with some trepidation for her new teacher is known as, “the Dragon of Doom.”  When Gloria finds herself struggling in her class, she remembers advice from the astronaut she met over the summer and strives to be the best she can be.  (Newest in a series that begins with, The Stories Julian Tells.)

Cowley, Joy.  Snake and Lizard, 2008.

Presents the adventures of Snake and Lizard, who, from their first meeting find themselves constantly arguing, but once they get to know each other, they realize they really do have many things in common.

Danziger, Paula.  Amber Brown Is Green with Envy, 2003.


Fourth-grader Amber Brown must make some important decisions when her mother and Max move their wedding date up and prepare to buy a house together, while her father makes some bad choices of his own.  (Newest in a series which begins with , Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon.)
DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson to the Rescue, 2005.

After Mercy the pig snuggles to sleep with the Watsons, all three awaken with the bed teetering on the edge of a big hole in the floor.  (Sequels:  Mercy Watson Goes for a Ride, Mercy Watson Fights Crime, Mercy Watson:  Princess in Disguise, Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig, and Mercy Watson:  Something Wonky This Ways Comes.)
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Phineas L. MacGuire…Erupts!  2006

Fourth-grade science whiz Phineas MacGuire is forced to team up with the new boy in class on a science fair project, but the boy's quirky personality causes Phineas to wonder if they have any chance of winning.  (Sequels:  Phineas L. MacGuire…Gets Slimed, and Phineas L. MacGuire Blasts Off!)

Doyle, Roddy.  The Giggler Treatment, 2000.  (SP)


Adults who mistreat children, beware, the Gigglers, furry little creatures of justice, will punish you.  Their favorite method of punishment?  Placing dog poo in your path.  (Sequels: Rover Saves Christmas and The Meanwhile Adventures.) 

Durand, Hallie.  Dessert First, 2009.

Determined to live a completely unique life without any rules to bog down her creative spirit, Dessert ends up getting in trouble more often than she would like, especially when she won't say sorry for anything she does wrong!

Fine, Anne.  The Jamie and Angus Stories, 2002.


Jamie sees Angus in the toy-shop window and knows right away that he and the bull must be together.  From the moment he receives him as a Christmas present, the two are inseparable and have a variety of adventures.  (Sequel:  Jamie and Angus Together.)

Fine, Anne.  The Diary of a Killer Cat, 2006.

After witnessing her beloved cat, Tuffy, carrying a dead bird into the house to show her family her catch of the day, Ellie is saddened by his deed and tries to reprimand her lovable pet, but when the lecture doesn't work and Tuffy does it again and again, Ellie has a difficult time trying to figure out how to handle this horrific problem.  (Sequel:  The Return of the Killer Cat.)
Fleischman, Sid.  The White Elephant, 2006.

In old Siam, young elephant trainer Run-Run and his old charge, Walking Mountain, must deal with the curse of a sacred white elephant.
Fleischman, Sid.  The Dream Stealer, 2009.

A plucky Mexican girl tries to recover her dream from the Dream Stealer who takes her to his castle where countless dreams and even more adventures await.

Gaiman, Neil.  Odd and the Frost Giants, 2009.

An unlucky twelve-year-old Norwegian boy named Odd leads the Norse gods Loki, Thor, and Odin in an attempt to outwit evil Frost Giants who have taken over Asgard.

Greene, Stephanie.  Moose’s Big Idea, 2005.

Moose, who is good at drawing and making doughnuts, is upset when he loses his antlers, but his encounters with a hunter help them both gain self-respect.  (Sequels:  Moose Crossing, Pig Pickin’, and The Show-Off.)

Grimes, Nikki.  Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel, 2009.

Happiness follows Dyamonde Daniel wherever she goes and so fitting into her new neighborhood and school will be no problem for her, but when she meets another new student at school with a grumpy disposition, Dyamonde is determined to find a way to cheer him up and become his friend.  (Sequel:  Rich.)

Grindley, Sally.  Dear Max, 2006.  (SP)

As Max--who is almost ten--and his favorite author, D.J. Lucas, exchange letters, the two writers help each other with their new books and develop a special friendship.  (Sequel:  Bravo Max.)

Hannigan, Katherine.  Emmaline and the Bunny, 2009.

Although Mayor Oliphant told everyone in the town of Neatasapin to get rid of anything that could be messy or loud, boisterous Emmaline has a hard time following the new rules as she whoops and yelps all over town, splashes in puddles, and looks forward to getting her new bunny on her birthday!

Harper, Charise.  Just Grace, 2007.

Seven-year-old Grace prides herself on being empathetic, but when she tries to help a neighbor feel better, her good intentions backfire, and it may take the help of a boy she doesn't like to make things right again.  (Sequels:  Still Just Grace, Just Grace Walks the Dog, Just Grace Goes Green, and Just Grace and the Snack Attack.)

Harper, Jessica.  Uh-Oh, Cleo, 2008.

After he knocks down items from a bookshelf which accidentally hit his twin sister in the head and cause her to need stitches, both Jack and Cleo get a lesson from their loving mother about the importance of playing safely.  (Sequels:  Underpants on My Head and I Barfed on Mrs. Kenly.)
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Mostly Monty, 2007.

Because he suffers from asthma, six-year-old Monty is nervous about starting first grade but he soon learns to cope with his illness and use his special talents to make friends.  (Sequels:  Mighty Monty and Amazing Monty.)

Howe, James.  Houndsley and Catina, 2006.

Houndsley and Catina run into trouble when they decide to prove that they are the best at cooking and writing, respectively.  (Sequels:  Houndsley and Catina and the Birthday Surprise and Houndsley and Catina Plink and Plunk.)

Jacobson, Jennifer.  Andy Shane and the Very Bossy Dolores Starbuckle, 2005.

Andy Shane hates school, mainly because of a tattletale know-it-all named Dolores Starbuckle, but Granny Webb, who has taken care of him all his life, joins him in class one day and helps him solve the problem.  (Sequels:  Andy Shane and the Pumpkin Trick; Andy Shane and the Queen of Egypt; Andy Shane Is Not in Love; and Andy Shane, Hero at Last.)

Jacobson, Jennifer.  Winnie at Her Best, 2006.

Zoe is the smartest speller and Vanessa is the top actress in the fourth grade, but Winnie doesn't know what she does best until she helps a young neighbor in need.  (Previous title:  Truly Winnie.)

Jenkins, Emily.  Toys Go Out:  Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray, a Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic, 2006.

In the backpack, where it is very dark -- The serious problem of Plastic-ness -- The terrifying bigness of the washing machine -- The possible shark -- How Lumphy got on the big high bed, and lost something rather good looking -- It is difficult to find the right birthday present.  (Sequel:  Toy Dance Party:  Being the Further Adventures of a Bossyboots Stingray, a Courageous Buffalo, and a Hopeful Round Someone Called Plastic.)

Kelly, Katy.  Lucy Rose:  Here’s the Thing About Me, 2004.


Eight-year-old Lucy Rose keeps a diary of her first year in Washington, D.C., her home since her parents separation, where she spends time with her grandparents, makes new friends, and longs to convince her teacher to let her take care of the class pet during a holiday.  (Sequels:  Lucy Rose:  Big on Plans; Lucy Rose:  Busy Like You Can’t Believe; Lucy Rose:  Working Myself to Bits and Pieces; and Lucy Rose:  Here’s the Thing about Me.)

Kelly, Katy.  Melonhead, 2009.

In the Washington, D.C., neighborhood of Capitol Hill, Lucy Rose's friend Adam "Melonhead" Melon, a budding inventor with a knack for getting into trouble, enters a science contest that challenges students to recycle an older invention into a new invention.  (Sequel:  Melonhead and the Big Stink.)

Kerrin, Jessica Scott.  Martin Bridge:  Ready for Take Off!, 2005.

In three short stories, Martin develops a crush on his new bus driver, takes care of his friend's hamster with tragic results, and participates in a rocket exhibition that threatens a friendship.  (Sequels:  Martin Bridge:  On the Look Out!; Martin Bridge:  Blazing Ahead!; Martin Bridge:  Sound the Alarm!; Martin Bridge:  Out of Orbit!; Martin Bridge:  In High Gear; Martin Bridge:  The Sky’s the Limit; and Martin Bridge:  Onwards and Upwards!)

King-Smith, Dick.  The Twin Giants, 2008.

Brothers Lottavim and Normus do everything together, so when they reach the age of twenty and the height of twelve feet they both decide it is time to find wives.

King-Smith, Dick.  Dinosaur Trouble, 2008.  (SP)

Young dinosaurs Nosy, a pterodactyl, and Banty, an apatosaurus, become friends, despite their parents' prejudices and even manage to take on the biggest predator on the Great Plain.

King-Smith, Dick.  The Mouse Family Robinson, 2008.

After a close call with the cat who stalks the hallways, a family of wild mice, including adventurous, young Beaumont and elderly Uncle Brown, emigrates to a more mouse-friendly house down the block.

Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie.  Lumber Camp Library, 2002.


Ruby was raised in a logging camp.  She loved the woods and adored her father, but when a tragic accident takes his life, she, her mother and ten siblings must move to town and find a way to make it on their own.

Le Guin, Ursula.  Jane on Her Own:  A Catwings Tale, 1999.


Jane, the youngest of five cats with wings, leaves the safety of the farm and embarks on an adventure to explore the world, heedless of the danger of humans, who would want to imprison a cat that can fly.  (Newest in the series that begins with, Catwings.)

Levine, Gail Carson.  The Princess Test, 1999.


In the magical kingdom of Biddle, Prince Nicholas is searching for a bride, and the lovely Lorelei shows up at the castle gates.  His parents are very particular, though, and have devised a series of tests for the prospective princesses.  (See also:  The Fairy’s Mistake; Princess Sonora and the Long Sleep; Cinderellis and the Glass Hill; For Biddle’s Sake; and The Fairy’s Return.)

Look, Lenore.  Ruby Lu, Brave and True, 2004.


"Almost-eight-year-old" Ruby Lu spends time with her baby brother, goes to Chinese school, performs magic tricks and learns to drive, and has adventures with both old and new friends.  (Sequel:  Ruby Lu, Empress of Everything.)

Look, Lenore.  Alvin Ho Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things, 2008.

Frightened by everything out in the world and so completely quiet at school, Asian-American second-grader Alvin Ho becomes a force to be reckoned with at home when he transforms himself into the loud, talented, and fearless Firecracker Man!  (Sequel:  Alvin Ho: Allergic to Camping, Hiking, and Other Natural Disasters.)

Lubar, David.  Punished, 2006.

Logan and his friend Benedict are playing tag in the library when a mysterious man punished him by making him speak only in puns.

MacLachlan, Patricia.  Grandfather’s Dance, 2006.


As her family gathers for the wedding of her sister Anna,  fourth-grader Cassie Whiting sees the many changes brought about by everyday life and finds comfort in the love of those around her, especially her grandfather. (Previous titles:  Sarah, Plain and Tall; Skylark;  More Perfect Than the Moon; and Caleb’s Story.)

Marsden, Carolyn.  The Gold-Threaded Dress, 2001.


Oy, a Thai girl, wants desperately to fit in with her classmates.  When Lilandra, the leader of the clique that has been excluding her, demands the she let her wear the beautiful, traditional dress that was a gift from her grandmother, as the price she must pay to join the club, Oy acquiesces with disastrous results.  (See also:  Silk Umbrellas and Moon Runner.)

McDonald, Megan.  Hinky-Pink:  An Old Tale, 2008.

Summoned to the Great Castle of Firenze to create a special dress for Princess Isabella Caramella Gorgonzola, Anabel, a talented seamstress, is at first delighted but then increasingly despairing as time passes and her efforts are continually subverted by an unseen sprite.

Meyerhoff, Jenny.  Third Grade Baby, 2008.

After being teased for being the only girl in third grade who hasn't lost a single baby tooth, Polly begins to feel badly about her situation, but everything changes when the big day comes and an important lesson in acceptance is learned by all.

Mills, Claudia.  Gus and Grandpa and the Piano Lesson, 2004.


After Gus, who would rather play outside than practice music, does not do too well at his piano recital, his grandfather shows him how music can be fun. (Newest in the series that begins with, Gus and Grandpa.)

Mills, Claudia.  How Oliver Olson Changed the World, 2009.

Afraid he will always be an outsider like ex-planet Pluto, nine-year-old Oliver finally shows his extremely overprotective parents that he is capable of doing great things without their help while his class is studying the solar system.

Morris, Gerald.  The Adventures of Sir Lancelot the Great, 2008.

Relates tales of Sir Lancelot, the bravest knight in King Arthur's court.  (Sequel:  The Adventures of Givret the Short.)

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Roxie and the Hooligans.  2006.

Roxie Warbler, the niece of a famous explorer, follows Uncle Dangerfoot's advice on how to survive any crisis when she becomes stranded on an island with a gang of school bullies and a pair of murderous bank robbers.

Pennypacker, Sara.  Clementine, 2006.  (SP)

While sorting through difficulties in her friendship with her neighbor Margaret, eight-year-old Clementine gains several unique hairstyles while also helping her father in his efforts to banish pigeons from the front of their apartment building.  (Sequels:  The Talented Clementine and Clementine’s Letter.)

Pitchford, Dean.  The Big One-Oh,. 2007.

Determined not to be weird all his life like his neighbor, Charley Maplewood decides to throw himself a tenth birthday party, complete with a "house of horrors" theme, but first he will have to make some friends to invite.

Pilkey, Dav.  Captain Underpants and the Invasion of the Incredibly Naughty Cafeteria Ladies From Outer Space, 2008.


Only Captain Underpants can stop the three evil space aliens who have invaded Jerome Horwitz Elementary School and turned everyone into lunchroom zombie nerds.   (Newest in the series which begins with The Adventures of Captian Underpants.)

Rees, Douglas.  Uncle Pirate, 2008.

Wilson is one of the most bullied fourth-graders at the chaotic Very Elementary School until his long-lost uncle, Desperate Evil Wicked Bob--a pirate--and his talking penguin arrive and begin making everything ship-shape, one classroom at a time.  (Sequel:  Uncle Pirate to the Rescue.)

Sage, Angie.  Araminta Spookie:  My Haunted House, 2006.

Araminta enlists the help of several ghosts in an attempt to stop her Aunt Tabby from selling Spook House.  (Sequels:  The Sword in the Grotto, Frognapped, Vampire Brat, and Ghostsitters.)

Salisbury, Graham.  Calvin Coconut: Trouble Magnet, 2009.

Although his mother has given him a great deal of responsibility as "the man of the house," fourth-grader Calvin has a hard time living up to her expectations, especially since he is having so much fun with his friends and working hard to avoid the bully of the school, in this exciting middle reader set in the tropical landscape of Oahu.  (Sequels:  The Zippy Fix and Dog Heaven.)

Scieszka, Jon.  The High and the Flighty, 2007.

Freddi, Jodie, and Samantha travel back in time to the 1930's as they try to solve the mystery of Amelia Earhart's final flight.  (Newest in the Time Warp Trio Series which begins with The Knights of the Kitchen Table.)

Smith, Alexander Mccall.  Akimbo and the Elephants 2005.


On the African game preserve where his father works, Akimbo devises a dangerous plan to capture a ring of elephant poachers.  (Sequels:  Akimbo and the Lions, Akimbo and the Crocodile Man,  Akimbo and the Snakes, and Akimbo and the Baboons.)

Speck, Katie.  Maybelle in the Soup, 2007.


When Mr. and Mrs. Peabody invite a guest to dinner, Maybelle the cockroach, who lives under their refrigerator, ignores the warnings of Henry the flea to be sensible and ends up "splashing" into a big adventure.  (Sequel:  Maybelle Goes to Tea.)

Thomson, Melissa.  Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix-Up, 2009.

Inspired to be on her best behavior when she goes on a field trip to the U.S. Capital to meet a US Representative, second-grader Keena Ford's trip hits a sour note when bully, Tiffany Harris, won't stop teasing her and forces determined Keena into action to make her stop.

Tolan, Stephanie S.  Wishworks, Inc.  2009.

Creating an imaginary best friend, a dog named King, in order to deal with his parents' divorce and move to a new town, Max is excited when he comes upon a store that guarantees granted wishes and makes a wish he is certain will bring him the happiness he seeks.

Trine, Greg.  Melvin Beederman, Superhero:  The Curse of the Bologna Sandwich, 2006.

After graduating from the superhero academy, Melvin Beederman heads for Los Angeles, where he unexpectedly teams up with Candace Brinkwater, school play actress, to nab the evil McNasty Brothers.  (Sequels:  The Revenge of the McNasty Brothers, The Grateful Fred, Terror in Tights, and The Fake Cape Caper, Attack of the Valley Girls, and The Brotherhood of the Traveling Underpants.)

Wight, Eric.  Frankie Pickle and the Closet of Doom, 2009.

Fourth-grader Frankie Piccolini has a vivid imagination when it comes to cleaning his disastrously messy room, but eventually even he decides that it is just too dirty.  (Sequel:  Frankie Pickle and the Pine Run 3000.)

Fiction for Fourth Grade 

Amato, Mary.  Snarf Attack, Underfoodle and the Secret of Life:  The Riot Brothers 

Tell All, 2004.

Prankster siblings Orville and Wilbur Riot, plot to catch a crook, search for treasure and design a catapult capable of defeating a bully, with hilarious results.  (Sequels:  Drooling and Dangerous:  The Riot Brothers Return!; Stinky and Successful:  The Riot Brothers Never Stop; and Take the Mummy and Runa:  The Riot Brothers Are on a Roll.)

Alexander, Lloyd.  Dream of Jade, 2005.

Follows the adventures of a Chinese cat who became the emperor's good friend and advisor.
Ardagh, Philip.  A House Called Awful End, 2002.  (SP)


With tongue firmly in cheek, Ardagh tells the tale of Eddie Dickins, who is shipped off to live with Mad Uncle Jack and Even Madder Aunt Maud and ends up in St. Horrid's Horrible Home for orphans.  (Sequels:  Dreadful Acts and Terrible Times.)

Babbitt, Natalie.  Jack Plank Tells Tales, 2007.

Jack Plank decides that he is not cut out to be a pirate and searches the town of Saltwash for another profession, but he finds something wrong with every suggested job.

Barrows, Annie.  The Magic Half, 2007.

Eleven-year-old Miri Gill feels left out in her family, which has two sets of twins and her, until she travels back in time to 1935 and discovers Molly, her own lost twin, and brings her back to the present day.

Bauer, Marion Dane.  Runt, 2002.


Runt, the smallest wolf cub of the litter, struggles mightily to prove his worth to his father and his pack.

Bearn, Emily.  Tumtum & Nutmeg: Adventures Beyond Nutmouse Hall, 2009.

Wealthy, married mice Tumtum and Nutmeg find adventure when they secretly try to help two human siblings who live in a tumbledown cottage with their absent-minded inventor father.

Blume, Judy.  Double Fudge, 2002.


The mischievous, five-year-old Fudge, drives his brother crazy with his antics as the family takes a trip to Washington, D. C. and unexpectedly meets up with their cousins from Hawaii.  (Previous titles:  Fudge and Superfudge; see also:  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.)

Bond, Michael.  Paddington Here and Now, 2008.

With trouble apparently following him everywhere he roams, lovable Paddington Bear must use his charm and wit to straighten out his most recent dilemmas involving a grouchy neighbor and a strange mishap that lands him center stage at a concert!  (Newest in a series which begins with A Bear Called Paddington.)

Bowe, Julie.  My Last Best Friend, 2007.

After her best friend moves away, fourth-grader Ida May is determined not to make another best friend, despite the efforts of a new girl in her class.  (Sequels:  My New Best Friend and My Best Frenemy.)

Bruchac, Joseph.  Skeleton Man, 2001.


When Molly’s parents disappear and Social Services turns her over to a great-uncle she’s never met, Molly relies on visions of a Mohawk legend to unravel the mystery in order to save her parents’ lives and her own.  (Sequel:  The Return of Skeleton Man.  See also:  Whispers in the Dark.)

Buckley, Michael.  The Fairy-Tale Detectives, 2005.

When their parents disappear Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother that they have always believed to be dead.  (First in The Sisters Grimm series.  Sequels:  The Unusual Suspects, The Problem Child, Once Upon a Crime, Magic and Other Misdomeaners, Tales from the Hood, and The Ever After War.)

Butler, Dori.  Trading Places with Tank Talbot, 2003.


Jason, who would rather work on his horror movie screenplay than learn to swim, finds an unlikely ally in Tank, the class bully, who is being forced to take ballroom dance lessons.  (Sequel:  Tank Talbot’s Guide to Girls.)

Byars, Betsy.  Keeper of the Doves, 2002.


In late 1800s Kentucky, Amie, the youngest of six daughters, lives with her family on a farm.  Amie is afraid of and fascinated by the strange Mr. Tominski who cares for their doves.  When her sisters’ cruelty has dire consequences, Amie, the family writer, commemorates his life with a poem.  (See also:  Me Tarzan, Tornado and The Seven Treasure Hunts.)

Cabot, Meg.  Allie Finkle’s Rules for Girls:  Moving Day, 2008.

Forced to move into an ancient Victorian home a good distance away from her friends and the modern life she once lived and loved, nine-year-old Allie Finkle must learn to deal with the unhappy transition, the creepiness of her new room, and the reality that she is now "the new girl" at school.  (Sequels:  The New Girl, Best Friends and Drama Queens, and Glitter Girls and the Great Fake Out.)

Clements, Andrew.  The Last Holiday Concert, 2004.


Life is usually easy for popular fifth grader Hart Evans, but when his music teacher puts him in charge of the holiday concert, Hart must use all of his leadership skills to unite the other students. (See also:  Frindle, The Landrey News, School Story, The Report Card, and Lunch Money.)

Clements, Andrew.  No Talking, 2007.


The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a "no talking" contest.

Clements, Andrew.  Lost and Found, 2008.

Twelve-year-old identical twins Jay and Ray have long resented that everyone treats them as one person, and so they hatch a plot to take advantage of a clerical error at their new school and pretend they are just one.

Colfer, Eoin.  Captain Crow’s Teeth, 2005.  (SP)


Will and Marty Woodman travel with their family to a small seaside town famous for its resident ghost, pirate Captain Augustine Crow, who haunts the seashore.  (See also:  The Legend of Spud Murphy and The Worst Boy in the World.)
Coman, Carolyn.  The Big House, 2004.


When Ivy and Ray's parents are sent to jail, and left in the custody of their parent's accusers, they decide to look for evidence that will "spring" their parents.  (Sequel:  Sneaking Suspicions.)

Cowell, Cressida.  How to Train Your Dragon, 2004.  (SP)


Young Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III must go forth and capture a dragon to train like the rest of the lads in his Viking tribe.  He brings home the scrawniest of the lot, named Toothless, but with training, he and his sidekick save the day.  (Sequels:  How to Be a Pirate, How to Speak Dragonese, How to Create a Dragon’s Curse, How to Twist a Dragon’s Tale, and A Hero’s Guide to Deadly Dragons.)

Cowley, Joy.  Chicken Feathers, 2008.

With his mom in the hospital about to give birth to his sister, Josh is left to tend the farm with his father, but when his talking chicken, Semolina, tells him about the fox trying to sneak into the hen house at night, Josh knows it will be difficult to convince his busy father that his chicken really does know how to speak.

Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Mr. Chickee's Funny Money, 2005.


The Flint Future Detectives series begins with Steven and his friends must solve the mystery presented when he comes into possession of a quadrillion dollar bill sporting a picture of James Brown.  (Sequel:  Mr. Chickee’s Messy Mission.)

Daley, Michael.  Space Station Rat, 2005.

When a literate rat stows away on a space station in order to flee more experiments, a lonely boy befriends her and helps her get the food she needs to stay alive, but when she is discovered by the others, the boy must take a stand to help save his friend from her certain demise.  (Sequel:  Rat Trap.)

DeFelice, Cynthia.  The Ghost of Poplar Point, 2007.


Prompted by the ghost of a young Seneca Indian girl, twelve-year-old Allie and her friend Dub are determined that the historical pageant celebrating the founding of their town tells the truth about the fate of the Seneca people who lived there during theRevolutionary War.  (Previous titles:  The Ghost of Fossil Glen, The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs, and The Ghost of Cutler Creek.)

DiCamillo, Kate.  Because of Winn-Dixie, 2000.  (SP)


Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni finds friends in her new home of Naomi, Florida, when she adopts the endearing dog who knows how to smile that she met in a grocery store.

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, 2006.


Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories.  

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Magician’s Elephant, 2009.

When ten-year-old orphan Peter Augustus Duchene encounters a fortune teller in the marketplace one day and she tells him that his sister, who is presumed dead, is in fact alive, he embarks on a remarkable series of adventures as he desperately tries to find her.nd her.
DiTerlizzi, Tony and Holly Black.  The Field Guide (The Spiderwick Chronicles, Book 1), 2003.


The Grace siblings, Mallory, Jared and Simon, move with their mother into their Aunt Lucinda’s old house and discover a host of hidden magical creatures.  (Sequels:  The Seeing Stone; Lucinda’s Secret; The Ironwood Tree and The Wrath of Mulgarath.)

DiTerlizzi, Tony and Holly Black.  Beyond Spiderwick:  The Nixie’s Song, 2007.

When his father remarries and moves his new wife and daughter into the soon-to-be completed Mangrove Hollow, eleven-year-old Nicholas Vargas finds an ally in his new stepsister when a little nixie with a huge problem comes to him for help.  (Sequels:  A Giant Problem and The Wyrm King.)
Doder, Joshua.  Grk and the Hot Dog Trail, 2006.

When the billion dollar statue goes missing while on their visit to New York City, the Malts, Raffifis, and Grks have to put their sightseeing of the Empire State Building and ride on the Staten Island Ferry on hold while Max and Tim go in search of the culprit with the use of the clues left behind.  (Sequels:  Grk and the Pelotti Gang, Grk: Operation Tortoise and Grk Smells a Rat.)

Easton, Patricia.  Davey’s Blue-Eyed Frog, 2003.


Davey finds a talking frog that claims to be a princess and plans to take her to school to show off, until he begins to consider the consequences of his actions. 

Frazier, Sundee.  Brendan Buckley's Universe and Everything in It, 2007.

Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability and newfound interest in rocks and minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the president of Puyallup Rock Club, and to learn why he and Brendan's mother are estranged.

Gifford, Peggy.  Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little, 2007.

Dragging the book around with her all summer long, Moxy had every intention of completing her reading assignment, yet with only one day to go before fourth grade starts, she is now forced to start reading it and, to her surprise, discovers just how much she loves the book after all!  (Sequel:  Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Writing Thank-You Notes and Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Practicing the Piano.)

Graff, Lisa.  Umbrella Summer, 2009.

After her brother Jared dies, ten-year-old Annie Richards worries about the hidden dangers of everything, from bug bites to bicycle riding, until she is befriended by a new neighbor who is grieving her own loss.

Greene, Stephanie.  Queen Sophie Hartley, 2005.


A suggestion from her mother leads Sophie to befriend the new girl at school and a grouchy elderly woman, and helps her overcome the feeling that she is not good at anything.  (Sequel:  Sophie Hartley on Strike.)
Gorman, Carol.  Dork in Disguise, 1999.


Jerry Flack is smart enough to know that when he starts school in a new town he can escape the label of “Dork,” by acting cool, but he soon finds he would rather hang out with the kids on the science team.  (Sequels:  Dork on the Run and A Midsummer’s Night Dork.)

Gutman, Dan.  The Million Putt. 2006.


Edward Bogard may be blind, but he can learn just about anything he sets his mind to, so when he finds that he has a natural golfer's swing, he turns to Birdie, the kooky girl next door to help him learn about more than just golf.  (Newest in the Million Dollar series.)

Henkes, Kevin.  Bird Lake Moon,. 2008.

Twelve-year-old Mitch and his mother are spending the summer with his grandparents at Bird Lake after his parents separate, and ten-year-old Spencer and his family have returned to the lake where Spencer's little brother drowned long ago, and as the boys become friends and spend time together, each of them begins to heal.

Hobbs, Valerie.  Sheep, 2006.

After a fire destroys the farm where he was born, a young border collie acquires a series of owners and learns about life as he seeks a home and longs to fulfill his life's purpose of shepherding sheep.
Hoffman, Mary.  Starring Grace, 2000.


Grace and her friends have all sorts of adventures during their summer vacation--going to the circus, taking an imaginary safari, making friends with an elderly neighbor, pretending to be astronauts, and calling the paramedics when her grandmother has an accident. (Sequels:  Encore, Grace! and Bravo, Grace!)

Howe, James.  Bunnicula Strikes Again, 1999.


When Bunnicula the rabbit starts acting strangely, the Monroe dogs and cat renew their suspicions that he is a vampire. (Previous titles:  Bunnicula:  A Rabbit Tale of Mystery; Howliday Inn, Celery Stalks at Midnight; Nighty-Nightmare and Return to Howliday Inn.)

Hurwitz, Johanna.  Fourth Grade Fuss, 2004.


Julio and his best friend Lucas are having a blast in fourth grade until they must prepare for the end of the year tests.  (Previous titles:  Class Clown, Teacher’s Pet, School’s Out, and Starting School.)

Kennedy, Marlane.  The Dog Days of Charlotte Hayes, 2009.

Eleven-year-old Charlotte is not a dog person but does not like that the rest of her family neglects their Saint Bernard puppy, and so with a lot of determination and a little sneakiness, she works on finding a good home for the gentle giant.

Kessler, Liz.  Philippa Fisher's Fairy Godsister, 2008.

When Philippa learns that the new girl at school, Daisy, is her reluctant fairy godmother, Philippa tries to use her customary three wishes constructively, in a charming story of friendship, luck, and how we decide what we really want.  (Sequel:  Philippa Fisher and the Dream-Maker’s Daughter.)

Kingfisher, Rupert.  Madame Pamplemousse and Her Incredible Edibles,2008.

Forced to work in her unpleasant uncle's horrible restaurant, a Parisian girl finds comfort and companionship in a shop nearby that sells otherworldly foods prepared by a mysterious cook and her cat.

Knudson, Mike.  Raymond and Graham Rule the School, 2008.

Raymond and Graham have looked forward to being the "oldest, coolest, toughest" boys at East Millcreek Elementary School, but from the start of fourth grade everything goes wrong.  (Sequels:  Dancing Dudes, Bases Loaded, and Cool Campers.)

Korman, Gordon.  Swindle, 2008.

When his precious baseball card is stolen by a mean dealer named Swindle, Griffin Bing gathers up a group of courageous misfits and devises a plan to break into the compound to get it back.

Lee, Milly.  Landed, 2006.

After leaving his village in southeastern China, twelve-year-old Sun is held at Angel Island, San Francisco, before being released to join his father, a merchant living in the area.
Lester, Julius.  The Old African.  2005

An elderly slave uses the power of his mind to ease the suffering of his fellow slaves and eventually lead them back to Africa. Based on an actual incident from black history.

Lin, Grace.  The Year of the Dog, 2006.

Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young Taiwanese American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog, those of making best friends and finding oneself, to her own life.  (Sequel:  The Year of the Rat.)

Lombard, Jenny.  Drita, My Homegirl, 2006.

When ten-year-old Drita and her family, refugees from Kosovo, move to New York, Drita is teased about not speaking English well, but after a popular student named Maxine is forced to learn about Kosovo as a punishment for teasing Drita, the two girls soon bond.

Lowry, Lois.  Zooman Sam, 1999.


Four-year-old Sam’s appearance as a zookeeper at his nursery school’s Future Job Day leads him to a number of exciting activities and discoveries, including reading.  (Previous titles:  All about Sam; Attaboy, Sam; and See You Around, Sam.)

Lowry, Lois.  The Willoughbys, 2008.

After being abandoned by their parents to the care of an odious nanny, the four Barnaby children, attempting to fulfill their roles as good old-fashioned children, long for their own happy ending, in a funny parody that pays tribute to classic works of children's literature..

Lubar, David.  My Rotten Life, 2009.

Ten-year-old Nathan Abercrombie is having a really bad day. First, Shawna Lanchester, the prettiest girl in his class, doesn’t invite him to her party. Then he gets picked last in gym class. Things couldn’t get any worse…until he gets doused with an experimental serum that turns him into a half-dead zombie!  (Sequel:  Dead Guy Spy.)

Maguire, Gregory.  One Final Firecracker,  2005.


A giant spider and several other odd creatures from the earlier books in the Hamlet Chronicles return as the small Vermont town celebrates a grammar school graduation, Miss Earth's wedding, and the Fourth of July.  (Newest in a series which begins with Seven Spiders Spinning.)

McGhee, Alison.  Julia Gillian and the Art of Knowing, 2008.

Known by all as a know-it-all, ten-year-old Julia prides herself on being able to answer all questions about nearly anything, but when she realizes that she doesn't know the ending to the book she is reading, Julia discovers that learning something new can be quite fun as well.  (Sequel:  Julia Gillian (and the Quest for Joy).)

Mead, Alice.  Junebug in Trouble, 2002.


Despite having moved out of the rough housing project where he grew up, ten-year-old Junebug continues to encounter crime, gangs, and violence.  (Previous titles:  Junebug and Junebug and the Reverend.)

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Ugly, 2006.


When the rest of the ducks turn on her little duckling, Ugly, because he isn't like them, Mother Duck sadly leaves him behind in order to protect her other children. With the help of some new friends, Ugly makes his way alone, but he doesn't know where he's going or what he's looking for.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Mogo the Warthog, 2008.

Forced to move out of the burrow in order to make room for the new litter, the runt Mogo sadly heads off into the dangerous savanna to start his frightening and lonely new life until he meets a kind-hearted, young baboon who helps heal his broken heart.

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Starting with Alice, 2002.


The first in a trilogy of prequels about Alice (the main character in the series that begins with The Agony of Alice), Alice moves with her brother and father from Chicago to Maryland and has trouble finding friends in her new school.  (Sequels:  Alice in Blunderland and Lovingly Alice.)

Palatini, Margie.  Geek Chic:  The Zoey Zone, 2008.


With only 198 days before the start of sixth grade, Zoey Zinevich embarks on a journey of self-discovery in her quest to become "cool."

Paulsen, Gary.  Mudshark, 2009.


When sixty-five erasers go missing, Principal Wagner enlists the help of the school's best problem solver and locator of lost items, twelve-year-old Lyle Williams, aka Mudshark

Pullman, Philip.  I Was a Rat!  2000.


A little boy turns life in London upside down when he appears at the house of a lonely old couple and insists that he was a rat.

Riddell, Chris.  Ottoline and the Yellow Cat, 2008.

Sleuth Ottoline Brown, with the help of her hairy best friend, Mr. Munroe the cat, eagerly takes on her latest case, to catch the jewel thief and dog-napping bandit who has been terrorizing the high-society residents of Big City.  (Sequel:  Ottoline Goes to School.)

Rogan, Sally.  The Daring Adventures of Penhaligon Brush, 2007.

When Penhaligon Brush the fox is summoned by his step-brother to the seaside town of Porthleven, he finds immediately upon arrival that his brother is incarcerated in the dungeon at Ferball Manor.

Seidler, Tor.  Gully’s Travels, 2008.


When his beloved owner falls in love with a woman who is allergic to long-haired dogs, Gulliver is given away to his doorman and the pooch's wonderful life of leisure comes to a dramatic end after he moves in with his new owner's family in their cramped home in Queens.
Shalant, Phyllis.  The Great Cape Rescue, 2007.

Upon entering fourth grade, Fin and his friends think they must stop playing superheroes, until they discover that their game might become real through a magical cape, and the "Society of Super Secret Heroes" is born.

Singh, Vandana.  Younguncle Comes to Town, 2006.

In a small town in northern India, three siblings await their father's youngest brother, Younguncle, who is said to be somewhat eccentric.

Snicket, Lemony.  The Bad Beginning, 1999.


After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on each other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian is determined to use any means necessary to get their fortune.  (First in the Series of Unfortunate Events which includes:  The Reptile Room; The Wide Window; The Miserable Mill; The Austere Academy; The Ersatz Elevator; The Vile Village; The Hostile Hospital; The Carnivorous Carnival, The Slippery Slope,  The Grim Grotto, The Penultimate Peril, and The End.)

Stewart, Paul.  Fergus Crane, 2006.

Nine-year-old Fergus Crane's life is filled with classes on the school ship Betty Jeanne, interesting neighbors, and helping with his mother's work until a mysterious box flies into his window and leads him toward adventure.  (Sequel:  Corby Flood and Hugo Pepper.)
Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Shredderman:  Secret Identity, 2004.


Fifth-grader Nolan Byrd, tired of being called names by the class bully, has a secret identity—Shredderman!  (Sequels:  Attack of the Tagger, Meet the Gecko, and Enemy Spy.)

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  The Gecko & Sticky:  Villain’s Liar, 2009.


Thirteen-year-old Dave and his sidekick, a talking gecko named Sticky, try to retrieve an ancient Aztec powerband and its magic ingots from the evil villain, Damien Black.  (Sequels:  The Greatest Power, Sinister Substitute, and The Power Potion.)

Vande Velde, Vivian.  Three Good Deeds, 2005.

Caught stealing some goose eggs from a witch, Howard is cursed for his heartlessness and turned into a goose himself, and he can only become human again by performing three good deeds.  (See also:  Smart Dog.)
Weeks, Sarah.  Regular Guy, 1999.


Because he is so different from his eccentric parents, Guy is convinced he has been switched at birth wit a classmate whose parents seem more normal.  (Sequels:  Guy Time, My Guy, and Regular Guy.)

Williams, Vera.  Amber Was Brave, Essie Was Smart, 2001.


A series of narrative poems tells how two sisters help each other deal with life while their mother is working and their father has been sent to jail.

Winkler, Henry.  Dump Trucks and Dogsleds: I'm on My Way, Mom!, 2009. 

Hank's mother's baby is coming early, but Hank, his sister, and their father are trapped in a snowstorm in Vermont and in order to get home they must use any means necessary.  (Newes in the Hank Zipzer series which begins with Niagra Falls or Does It?)

Yee, Lisa.  Bobby vs. Girls (Accidentally), 2009.


When Bobby inadvertently gets into a fight with his best friend Holly, their disagreement develops into a boys versus girls war involving their whole fourth-grade class.

Fiction for Fifth Grade 

Anderson, M. T.  The Game of Sunken Places, 2004.


When two boys stay with an eccentric relative at his mansion in rural Vermont, they discover an old-fashioned board game that draws them into a mysterious adventure.

Anderson, M. T.  Whales on Stilts, 2005.

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best friends, Katie and Jasper, must foil the plot of her father's conniving boss to conquer the world using an army of whales.  (Sequels:   The Clue of the Linoleum Lederhosen and Jasper Dash and the Flame Pits of Delaware.)

Appelt, Kathi.  The Underneath, 2008.

An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner's run-down shack, and two kittens born underneath the house, endure separation, danger, and many other tribulations in their quest to be reunited and free.
Armstrong, Alan.  Whittington, 2005.

Whittington, a feline descendant of Dick Whittington's famous cat of English folklore, appears at a rundown barnyard plagued by rats and restores harmony while telling his ancestor's story.

Avi.  The Good Dog, 2001.


McKinley, a malamute, is torn between the domestic world of his human family and the wild world of Lupin, a wolf that is trying to recruit dogs to replenish the dwindling wolf pack.  (See also:  Perloo the Bold.)

Avi and Rachel Vail.  Never Mind:  A Twin Novel, 2004


Twelve-year-old New York City twins Meg and Edward have nothing in common, so they are just as shocked as everyone else when Meg’s hopes for popularity and Edward’s mischievous schemes coincidentally collide.

Avi.  The Seer of Shadows, 2008.

In trying to make money off grieving families by taking photos of the ghosts of the dead, a photographer's young apprentice frees the ghost of a dead girl determined to seek her revenge on people from her past.

Avi.  Poppy and Ereth, 2009.

After a long, hard winter in Dimwood forest, Poppy the deer mouse finds new adventure thrust upon her while rescuing Ereth the porcupine from the mud, in the sixth and final book of the Poppy series.  (Previous titles:  Poppy, Poppy and Rye, Ragweed, and Poppy’s Return.)

Balliett, Blue.  Chasing Vermeer, 2004.


When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal.  (Sequels:  The Wright 3 and The Calder Game.)

Beaty, Andrea.  Cicada Summer, 2008.

Twelve-year-old Lily mourns her brother, and has not spoken since the accident she feels she could of prevented, but the summer Tinny comes to town she is the only one who realizes Lily's secret.

Beha, Eileen.  Tango:  The Tale of an Island Dog, 2009.

Lost at sea while sailing with his wealthy owners, a Yorkshire terrier washes up on Prince Edward Island where he is nursed back to health by a widow and is befriended by a fox and a waif who is also struggling to find a home for herself.

Berlin, Eric.  The Puzzling World of Winston Breen, 2007.

When his sister stumbles upon strange wooden strips with words and letters that could lead to a priceless treasure, Winston Breen, a master puzzle solver, must overcome distrust and dangerous threats to unravel this mystery and claim the prize.  (Sequel:  The Potato Chip Puzzles.)

Binding, Tim.  Sylvie and the Songman, 2009.

Sylvie uncovers an underground world of magic and evil, and with help from her friends, she must hold off a power that threatens the lives of all beings in the world. The Songman is at large, and is determined to steal music and use it for his own evil ends.

Birdsall, Jeanne.  The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, And A Very 

Interesting Boy, 2005.

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother.  (Sequel:  The Penderwicks on Gardam Street.)

Blume, Lesley.  The Rising Star of Rusty Nail, 2007.

Believing she has learned all she can from the town's only piano teacher, ten-year-old piano prodigy Franny Hansen yearns to get out of her nowhere community in rural Minnesota, so when a mysterious Russian woman takes up residence, Franny begins to think the new arrival may be just what she needs to help make her next big move.

Bode, N. E.  The Anybodies, 2004.


After learning that she is not the biological daughter of boring Mr. and Mrs. Drudger, Fern embarks on magical adventures with her real father and finally finds "a place that feels like home."  (Sequels:  The Nobodies and The Somebodies.)

Broach, Elise.  Shakespeare’s Secret, 2005.

Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school.
Broach, Elise.  Masterpiece, 2008.

When he finds himself involved in a case to recover a famous drawing stolen at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 11-year-old James turns to his miniature and artistically talented friend, Marvin the beetle, for help in solving the mystery and bringing the culprit to justice.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Bearwalker, 2007.


Although the littlest student in his class, thirteen-year-old Baron Braun calls upon the strength and wisdom of his Mohawk ancestors to face both man and beast when he tries to get help for his classmates, who are being terrorized during a school field trip in the Adirondacks.

Byars Betsy.  King of Murder, 2006.


Herculeah meets a murder mystery writer, and has the uneasy feeling that he knows more about murder than he should. (Newest in the Herculeah Jones Mysteries that begins with: The Dark Stairs.)

Byrd, Tim.  Doc Wilde and the Frogs of Doom, 2009.

Trained by their talented father, Doc Wilde, to survive in the wild, Brian and Wren are prepared for anything that comes their way--including fighting mutant frogs from another dimension that have arrived on the planet with evil intentions and bad attitudes.

Carbone, Elisa.  Storm Warriors, 2001.


In 1895, after his mother's death, twelve-year-old Nathan moves with his father and grandfather to Pea Island off the coast of North Carolina, where he hopes to join the all-black crew at the nearby lifesaving station, despite his father's objections.

Carey, Janet Lee.  Wenny Has Wings, 2002.


Having had a near-death experience in the accident that killed his younger sister, eleven-year-old Will tries to cope with the situation by writing her letters.

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Notes from a Liar and Her Dog, 2001.


Eleven-year-old Ant, stuck in a family that she does not like, copes by pretending that her "real" parents are coming to rescue her, by loving her dog Pistachio, by volunteering at the zoo, and by bending the truth and telling lies.  

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Does My Shirts, 2004.  (SP)

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.  (Sequel:  Al Capone Shines My Shoes.)

Cleary, Beverly.  Ramona’s World, 1999.


Follows the adventures of nine-year-old Ramona at home with big sister Beezus and baby sister Roberta and at school in Mrs. Meacham's class.  (Previous titles:  Beezus and Ramona, Ramona the Pest, Ramona the Brave, Ramona and Her Father, Ramona and Her Mother, Ramona Quimby Age 8, and Ramona Forever.)

Clinton, Cathryn.  A Stone in My Hand, 2002.


Eleven-year-old Malaak and her family are touched by the violence in Gaza between Jews and Palestinians when first her father disappears and then her older brother is drawn to the Islamic Jihad.

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl, 2001.  (SP)


When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.  (Sequels:  Artemis Fowl:  The Artic Incident; Artemis Fowl:  The Eternity Code;  Artemis Fowl:  The Opal Deception; Artemis Fowl:  The Lost Colony; and Artemis Fowl:  The Time Paradox.)

Colfer, Eoin.  Half-Moon Investigations, 2006.  (SP)


Twleve-year-old private investigator Fletcher Moon, nicknamed "Half Moon" because of his shortness, must track down a conspiracy or be framed for a crime he did not commit.

Collard, Sneed.  Dog Sense, 2005.

After he and his mother move from California to Montana to live with his grandfather, thirteen-year-old Guy gradually adjusts to the unfamiliar surroundings, makes a friend, and learns to deal with a bully, with the help of his Frisbee-catching dog, Streak.
Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor the Overlander, 2003.

When Gregor’s two-year-old sister, Boots, tumbles down an air duct in the laundry room of their apartment building, he leaps after her.  The two wind up in Underland, a place inhabited by humans who have not been “Overland” in centuries, as well as giant-sized rat, bats and cockroaches.  Gregor just wants to find a way home until he discovers that his father is a prisoner of the rats.  As he searches for a way to free him and keep his sister safe, he finds he may indeed be the Overlander of prophecy.   (First in the Underland Chronicles.  Sequels:  Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane, Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods, Gregor and the Marks of Secret, and Gregor and the Code of the Claw.)

Compestine, Ying Chang .  Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party, 2007.


Starting in 1972 when she is nine years old, Ling, the daughter of two doctors, struggles to make sense of the communists' Cultural Revolution, which empties stores of food, homes of appliances deemed "bourgeois," and people of laughter.

Couloumbis, Audrey.  Getting Near to Baby, 1999.


Although thirteen-year-old Willa Jo and her Aunt Patty seem to be constantly at odds, staying with her and Uncle Hob helps Willa Jo and her younger sister come to terms with the death of their family’s baby.

Couloumbis, Audrey.  The Misadventures of Maude March, or Trouble Rides a Fast Horse, 2005.

After the death of the stern aunt who raised them since they were orphaned, eleven-year-old Sallie and her fifteen-year-old sister escape their self-serving guardians and begin an adventure resembling those in the dime novels Sallie loves to read.  (Sequel:  Maude March on the Run.)

Corbett, Sue.  Free Baseball, 2006.


Angry with his mother for having too little time for him, eleven-year-old Felix takes advantage of an opportunity to become bat boy for a minor league baseball team, hoping to someday be like his father, a famous Cuban outfielder.
Coville, Bruce.  Juliet Dove, Queen of Love,  2004.


Juliet is a shy twelve-year-old who leaves Mr. Elives’ Magic Shop with the Helen of Troy amulet.  Soon, all the boys in school are swooning after Juliet, and the amulet won’t come off.  (Newest in the Magic Shop quartet which includes:  The Monster’s Ring, Jennifer Murdley’s Toad, and The Skull of Truth.)

Creech, Sharon.  Love That Dog, 2001.  (SP)


A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem.  (Sequel:  Hate That Cat.)

Creech, Sharon.  Replay, 2005.

While preparing for a role in the school play, twelve-year-old Leo finds an autobiography that his father wrote as a teenager and ponders the ways people change as they grow up. Includes the text for the play, "Rumpopo's Porch."

Creech, Sharon.  The Unfinished Angel, 2009.

Take an extraordinary angel, a spunky girl named Zola, a whole lot of orphans, and one funny pigeon--mix them all up and you've got a magical, hilarious, endearing tale by a Newbery Medal-winning author imbued with wonder and an appreciation for all the little things that make life big.
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Bud, Not Buddy, 1999.  (SP)


Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless African-American boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father—the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.  (See also:  The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963.)
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Elijah Buxton, 2007.


As the first child born into freedom in a Canadian town for runaway slaves, eleven-year-old Elijah finds himself on a dangerous journey to America to track down an unscrupulous former slave who stole the money from his friend, Mr. Leroy, that was intended to buy his family their freedom from slavery.

D’Adamo, Francesco.  Iqbal, 2003.  (SP)


A fictionalized account of the Pakistani child who escaped from bondage in a carpet factory and went on to help liberate other children like him before being gunned down at the age of thirteen.

DeFelice, Cynthia.  Bringing Ezra Back, 2006.


In the mid-1800s, twelve-year-old Nathan journeys from his farm on the Ohio frontier to Western Pennsylvania to rescue a friend held captive by the owners of a freak show.   (Previous title:  Weasel.   See also:  Nowhere to Call Home, Devil’s Bridgel, Lostman’s River, and Death at Devil’s Bridge.)

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Tale of Despereaux, 2003.


Despereaux Tilling has been different from all the other mice from the moment he was born.  The large-eared rodent, enjoys reading fairy tales and falls in love with a real live princess, but when the other mice banish him to the dungeon, not only is his own life in danger, but his beloved princess’s as well.

Dowell, Frances.  Dovey Coe, 2000.


When accused of murder in her North Carolina mountain town in 1928, Dovey Coe, a strong-willed twelve-year-old girl, comes to a new understanding of others, including her deaf brother.

Dowell, Frances.  Shooting the Moon, 2008.

When her brother is sent to fight in Vietnam, twelve-year-old Jamie begins to reconsider the army world that she has grown up in.

DuPrau, Jeanne.  The City of Ember, 2003.


In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.  (Sequels:  People of Sparks, The Prophet of Yonwood, and The Diamond of Darkhold.)

Elliott, David.  Jeremy Cabbage and the Museum of Human Oddballs and Quadruped Delights, 2008.

While searching for a loving family, orphaned Jeremy becomes entangled in a conflict between his city's arrogant and oppressive leader, the Baron von Strompie, and a group of outlandish people called the "cloons."

Erdrich, Louise.  The Birchbark House, 1999.


Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.  (Sequels:  The Game of Silence and The Porcupine Year.)

Finney, Patricia.  I, Jack, 2004.


Jack, a Labrador Retriever, tells about his daily life of food, walks, and the "apedogs" and "funny-looking dogs" (cats) in his pack, as well as how everything changes when a pretty girl dog moves into the neighborhood. Includes explanatory footnotes written by the cats.  (Sequel:  Jack and Rebel, the Police Dog.)

Forrester, Sandra.  Leo and the Lesser Lion, 2009.

Everyone's been down on their luck since the Depression hit. But as long as Mary Bayliss Pettigrew has her beloved older brother, Leo, to pull pranks with, even the hardest times can be fun. Then one day, there’s a terrible accident, and when Bayliss wakes up afterward, she must face the heartbreaking prospect of life without Leo.

Frazier, Sundee T.  Brendan Buckley's Universe and Everything in It, 2007.

Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability and newfound interest in rocks and minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the president of Puyallup Rock Club, and to learn why he and Brendan's mother are estranged.

Fuqua, Jonathon.  Darby, 2002.


In 1926, nine-year-old Darby Carmichael stirs up trouble in Marlboro County, South Carolina, when she writes a story for the local newspaper promoting racial equality.

Funke, Cornelia.  Igraine the Brave, 2007.  
The daughter of two magicians, twelve-year-old Igraine wants nothing more than to be a knight, and when their castle is attacked by a treacherous neighbor bent on stealing their singing magic books, Igraine has an opportunity to demonstrate her bravery.

Gaiman, Neil.  Coraline, 2002.


In this chilling tale, Coraline ventures into a mysterious corridor that leads to an alternate reality where her “other” parents are nicer to her than her real parents.  But as they gaze at her with their black button eyes, Coraline finds that they want to keep her forever.  When they kidnap her real parents, Coraline sets out on a desperate and dangerous journey to set them free.

Gantos, Jack.  I Am Not Joey Pigza, 2007.


After his father reappears in his life after winning the lottery, Carter Pigza makes the decision that the entire family should move, open a new business, and change all their names, but Joey Pigza isn't thrilled with the plan and greatly fears what will come of the person he was meant to be if everything around him is suddenly altered once again..  (Previous titles:  Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key, Joey Pigza Loses Control, and What Would Joey Do?)

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Pictures of Hollis Woods, 2002.

What twelve-year-old artist Hollis Woods wishes for the most is a family.  She always runs away from her foster homes until she meets Josie who is as good at carving as Hollis is at drawing.  Soon their roles reverse and Hollis is caring for the elderly Josie, as she relives the summer with the Regan family and struggles to find a place to call home.  (See also:  All the Way Home and Lily’s Crossing.)

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Eleven, 2008.

Opening a locked box found in the dusty attic of grandfather's house, Sam reads about a mysterious person who was kidnapped and begins to have crazy dreams centered around a big castle that make him wonder if his grandfather is really who he says he is.

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Wild Girl, 2009.

When twelve-year-old Lidie leaves Brazil to join her father and brother on a horse ranch in New York, she has a hard time adjusting to her changed circumstances, as does a new horse that has come to the ranch.

Gliori, Debi.  Pure Dead Magic, 2001.


When their father is kidnapped and danger looms, the Strega-Borgia children, their mysterious new nanny, and a giant tarantula use magic and actual trips through the Internet to bring peace to their Scottish castle.  (Sequels:  Pure Dead Wicked, Pure Dead Brilliant, Pure Dead Batty, and  Pure Dead Frozen.)

Going, K. L.  The Liberation of Gabriel King, 2005.

In Georgia during the summer of 1976, Gabriel, a white boy who is being bullied, and Frita, an African American girl who is facing prejudice, decide to overcome their many fears together as they enter fifth grade.

Greenwald, Lisa.  My Life in Pink and Green, 2009.

When the family's drugstore is failing, seventh-grader Lucy uses her problem solving talents to come up with solution that might resuscitate the business, along with helping the environment.

Grimes, Nikki.  The Road to Paris, 2006.

Inconsolable at being separated from her older brother, eight-year-old Paris is apprehensive about her new foster family but just as she learns to trust them, she faces a life-changing decision.
Gutman, Dan.  The Homework Machine, 2006.

Four fifth-grade students--a geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slacker--as well as their teacher and mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed to complete homework assignments.  (Sequel:  Return of the Homework Machine.)

Hahn, Mary Downing.  The Old Willis Place:  A Ghost Story, 2004.


Diana and Georgie, live in the wild, depending only on each other, until Diana befriends Lissa.  But when Lissa leads her into the derelict house she watches over, she unlooses the spirit of an old woman who lived and died there, and more.

Hamilton, Virginia.  Bluish, 1999.

Ten-year-old African-American Dreenie feels both intrigued and frightened when she thinks about the girl nicknamed Bluish, whose leukemia is making her pale and causing her to use a wheelchair.

Hannigan, Katherine.  Ida B.  2004.  (SP)


Ida B. enjoys her life being home-schooled and playing in the family’s apple orchard, but things change drastically when her mother begins treatment for breast cancer.

Harkrader, L. D.  Airball:  My Life in Briefs, 2005.

Uncoordinated Kansas seventh-grader Kirby Nickel braves his coach's ire and becomes captain of the basketball team in order to help him prove that NBA star Brett McGrew is the father he has never known.
Hobbs, Valerie.  Defiance, 2005.

While vacationing in the country, eleven-year-old Toby, a cancer patient, learns some important lessons about living and dying from an elderly poet and her cow.

Holt, K. A.  Mike Stellar:  Nerves of Steel, 2009.

Mike is suspicious when his family joins an expedition to Mars at the last minute, and his fears are confirmed when all of the adults on the colonizing mission, including his parents, begin to act strangely.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  When Zachary Beaver Came to Town, 1999.

During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world.

Horvath, Polly.  Everything on a Waffle, 2001.

Eleven-year-old Primrose living in a small fishing village in British Columbia recounts her experiences and all that she learns about human nature and the predictability of life in the months after her parents are lost at sea.  (See also:  The Canning Season and The Pepins and Their Problems.)

Horvath, Polly.  My One Hundred Adventures, 2008.

Hot air balloon rides, a new friendship with a preacher, and an encounter with an aspiring psychic make 12-year-old Jane's boring summer vacation an adventure to remember while teaching her a lot about herself in the process.

Hunter, Erin.  Into the Wild, 2003.

For generations, four clans of wild cats have shared the forest.  When their warrior code is threatened by mysterious deaths, a house cat named Rusty may turn out to be the bravest warrior of all.  (First in the Warriors series which includes:  Fire and Ice, Forest of Secrets, Rising Storm, A Dangerous Path, and The Darkest Hour.)

Hunter, Erin.  The Quest Begins, 2008.

Three young bears of different species--one black, one polar, and one grizzly--travel on a perilous quest to the Northern Lights, escorting a shape-shifting grizzly cub whose destiny will affect them all.  (Sequels:  Great Bear Lake, Smoke Mountain and The Last Wilderness.)

Ibbotson, Eva.  Island of the Aunts, 2000.


As they get older, several sisters decide that they must kidnap children and bring them to their secluded island home to help with the work of caring for an assortment of unusual sea creatures.  (See also:  Dial-a-Ghost and Which Witch?)

Iserles, Inbali.  The Tygrine Cat, 2008.

Lost and alone, Mati seeks acceptance from a pack of feral cats at Cressida Lock, but in order to defeat the assassin on his trail, he must unlock the secret of his true identity and learn to harness a deadly feline power.

Jennings, Patrick.  We Can't All Be Rattlesnakes, 2009.

When Crusher the snake is captured, her only thought is to escape but as time goes by and she befriends the other inmates of the "zoo," she realizes that freedom also means leaving companions behind.

Johnson, Jane.  The Secret Country:  The Eildolon Chronicles, Book One, 2006.  (SP)

Having learned from a talking cat that he and his sisters are the half-elfin royalty of a parallel world called Eidolon, twelve-year-old Ben Arnold attempts to stop his evil uncle from smuggling magical creatures between the two worlds to sell on the black market.  (Sequel:  The Shadow World.)

Joseph, Lynn.  The Color of My Words, 2000.  (SP)


When life gets difficult for Ana Rosa, a twelve-year-old would-be writer living in a small village in the Dominican Republic, she can depend on her older brother to make her feel better--until the life-changing events on her thirteenth birthday.

Kehret, Peg.  Stranger Next Door, 2002.


A clever cat's heroism helps two twelve-year-old boys become friends after their families, one of which is in a witness protection program, move to neighboring houses in Hilltop, Washington.

Kindl, Patrice.  Goose Chase, 2001.


Alexandra Aurora Fortunato only wants to take care of her geese, but when she brushes her hair gold dust falls, and her tears become diamonds.  This attracts the attention of King Claudio the Cruel and Prince Edmond of Dorloo.  Clearly, she must escape, which she does, with the help of the geese.  But then, she finds herself in more trouble than she was in the first place.  (See also:  Owl in Love.)

Kinney, Jeff.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 2007.

Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he and his best friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley grows more popular, Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship.  (Sequels: Roderick Rules,  The Last Straw and Dog Days.)

Klise, Kate.  Regarding the Bees, 2007.


While corresponding with their globetrotting substitute teacher, the seventh graders at Geyser Creek Middle School nervously prepare for an important standardized test, navigate the tricky waters of first crushes, and try to bring their bee mascot to a local spelling competition. (Previous titles:  Regarding the Fountain, Regarding the Sink., Regarding the Trees, and Regarding the Bathrooms.)

Klise, Kate.  Deliver Us from Normal, 2005.

With a mother who buys Christmas cards in August and a younger brother who describes the Trinity as a toasted marshmallow on a graham cracker, life for eleven-year-old Charles Harrisong is anything but normal in Normal, Illinois.  (Sequel:  Far from Normal.)

Klise, Kate.  43 Old Cemetary Road:  Dying to Meet You, 2009.

Children's book author I. B. Grumply gets more than he bargained for when he rents a quiet place to write for the summer, in this story told mostly through letters.  (Sequel:  Over My Dead Body.)
Korman, Gordon.  Swindle, 2008.

When his precious baseball card is stolen by a mean dealer named Swindle, Griffin Bing gathers up a group of courageous misfits and devises a plan to break into the compound to get it back.

LaFaye, A.  Worth, 2004.


After breaking his leg, eleven-year-old Nate feels useless because he cannot work on the family farm in nineteenth-century Nebraska, so when his father brings home an orphan boy to help with the chores, Nate feels even worse.

Leal, Anne Haywood.  Also Known as Harper, 2009.

With great aspiration to be a poet one day, Harper Lee Morgan uses her own family's hardship as a source of material for her most recent work after her father suddenly leaves, the family gets evicted, and she is forced to leave school to take care of her younger brother while her mother works several jobs to make ends meet.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Fairest, 2006.   


The fairy Lucinda has once again given a disastrous gift!  This time, it’s a mysterious, magical mirror.  It is disastrous most of all when it falls into the hands of Aza, who never dares to look in a mirror.  She is most definitely not the fairest of them all.  (See also:  Ella Enchanted.)

Lin, Grace.  Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, 2009.

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River.

Lopez, Diana.  The Confetti Girl, 2009.

After the death of her mother, Texas sixth-grader Lina's grades and mood drop as she watches her father lose himself more and more in books, while her best friend uses Lina as an excuse to secretly meet her boyfriend.

Lord, Cynthia.  Rules, 2006.

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with an young paraplegic.

Marsden, Carolyn.  The Buddha’s Diamond, 2008.

When his father entrusts him to secure the Vietnamese family's vessel during a brutal storm, Tinh panics and must find a way to salvage his family's precious bamboo boat and win back his father's confidence.

Martin, Ann M.  The Doll People, 2000.

A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred years is taken aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor.  (Sequels:  The Meanest Doll in the World and The Runaway Dolls.)

Martin, Ann  M.  A Dog’s Life:  The Autobiography of a Stray, 2005.


Squirrel is a wild dog who tells his story from puppy-hood to old age.

Martin, Ann M.  Everything for a Dog, 2009.

In parallel stories, Bone, an orphaned dog, finds and loses a series of homes, Molly, a family pet, helps Charlie through the grief and other after-effects of his brother's death, and lonely Henry pleads for a dog of his own.

Mass, Wendy.  11 Birthdays, 2009.

After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, Amanda and Leo, having fallen out on their tenth and not speaking to each other for the last year, prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday separately but peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to repeat itself over and over again.  (Sequel:  Finally.)

Matthews, L. S.  A Dog for Life, 2006.

When Tom becomes ill and the doctors say they have to send his beloved - and very special - dog Mouse away for fear of infection, he takes a turn for the worse, and his brother John concocts a plan to find a temporary home for Mouse, which leads to the unexpected.

McKay, Hilary.  Saffy’s Angel, 2002.


After learning that she was adopted, thirteen-year-old Saffron's relationship with her eccentric, artistic family changes, until they help her go back to Italy where she was born to find a special memento of her past.  (Sequels:  Indigo’s Star, Permanent Rose, Caddy Ever After, and Forever Rose.)

McKissack, Patricia.  A Friendship for Today, 2007.

In 1954, when desegregation comes to Kirkland, Missouri, ten-year-old Rosemary faces many changes and challenges at school and at home as her parents separate.

Mead, Alice.  Soldier Mom 1999.


Jasmyn gets a different perspective on life when her mother is sent to Saudi Arabia at the beginning of the Persian Gulf War, leaving her and her baby half brother behind in Maine in the care of her mother's boyfriend.  (See also:  Girl of Kosovo.)

Milway, Alex.  The Mouse Hunter, 2009.

Emiline, who works for the wealthy Isiah Lovelock and dreams of the day when she can become a famous mousehunter, is thrilled when she gets the opportunity to go on a grand adventure in pursuit of the legendary pirate Mousebeard.

Morpurgo, Michael.  The Mozart Question, 2008.  (SP)

A young journalist goes to Venice, Italy, to interview a famous violinist, who tells the story of his parents' incarceration by the Nazis, and explains why they can no longer listen to the music of Mozart.

Myracle, Lauren.  Eleven, 2004.

Having turned eleven-years-old in March, Winnie finds that being a pre-teen has its challenges as she deals with different issues through the course of the year, such as her sister's mood swings, a change in her friendship with her best friend, and the arrival of an unlikable new girl at school.  (Sequels:  Twelve, Thirteen, and Thirteen Plus One.)

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Who Won the War, 2006.

As the end of summer approaches, the Malloy girls decide they will really try to get along with the Hatford boys before moving back to Ohio, but after all the practical jokes and competitions of the previous year, the boys just do not trust the girls.  (Newest in the Boys Start the War series.)

Nicholls, Sally.  Ways to Live Forever, 2008.

Eleven-year-old Sam McQueen, who has leukemia, writes a book during the last three months of his life, in which he tells about what he would like to accomplish, how he feels, and things that have happened to him.
Nimmo, Jenny.  Midnight for Charlie Bone, 2003.


     Ten-year-old Charlie lives an ordinary life until he starts hearing the people in photographs speaking.  His nasty Grandma Bone then insists he attend Bloor’s Academy where the endowed (magically gifted) descendants of the Red King all go to school with the rich and talented.  The trouble is, some descendents are good, and some are not.  (First in The Children of the Red King series.  Sequels:  Charlie Bone and the Time Twister, Charlie Bone and the Invisible Boy, Charlie Bone and the Castle of Mirrors, Charlie Bone and the Hidden King, Charlie Bone and the Beast, and Charlie Bone and the Shadow.)

Nix, Garth.  Mister Monday, 2003.


Arthur Penhaligon is an ordinary boy with asthma until Sneezer passes him one of the seven keys that leads him to the world of the House.  Here he could become Lord Monday, master of the Lower House, if the other denizens don’t kill him first.  (First of the Keys to the Kingdom septet which includes:  Grim Tuesday, Drowned Wednesday, Sir Thursday, Lady Friday, Superior Saturday, and Lord Sunday.)

Park, Barbara.  The Graduation of Jake Moon, 2000.


Jake recalls how he has spent the last four years of his life watching his grandfather descend slowly but surely into the horrors of Alzheimer's disease.  (See also:  Mick Harte Was Here.)

Park, Linda Sue.  Keeping Score, 2008.

In Brooklyn in 1951, a die-hard Giants fan teaches nine-year-old Maggie, who is a "Bums" (Dodgers) fan, how to use a technique to keep score of a baseball game which creates a special friendship between them.

Paterson, Katherine.  Preacher’s Boy, 1999.


In 1899, ten-year-old Robbie, son of a preacher in a small Vermont town, gets himself into all kinds of trouble when he decides to give up being Christian in order to make the most of his life before the end of the world.  (See also:  The Bridge to Terabithia, The Great Gilly Hopkins, Park’s Quest, The Flip-Flop Girl, and Jip:  His Story.)

Patron, Susan.  The Higher Power of Lucky, 2006.

Fearing that her legal guardian plans to abandon her to return to France, ten-year-old aspiring scientist Lucky Trimble determines to run away while also continuing to seek the Higher Power that will bring stability to her life.  (Sequel:  Lucky Breaks.)
Pinkwater, Daniel.  Looking for Bobowicz:  A Hoboken Chicken Story, 2004.


Upon moving to Hoboken, New Jersey, a boy convinces his two new friends to help him track down the mysterious phantom who stole his bicycle, as well as Arthur Bobowicz, owner of a giant chicken that once terrorized local citizens.  (Previous title:  The Hoboken Chicken Emergency.  Sequel:  The Artsy Smartsy Club.)

Porter, Tracey.  Billy Creekmore, 2007.


In 1905, ten-year-old Billy is taken from an orphanage to live with an aunt and an uncle of whose existence he was previously unaware. He enjoys his first taste of family life until his work in a coal mine and his involvement with a union bring trouble. He then joins a circus in hopes of finding his father.In 1905, ten-year-old Billy is taken from an orphanage to live with an aunt and uncle he never knew he had, and he enjoys his first taste of family life until his work in a coal mine and involvement with a union brings trouble, then he joins a circus in hopes of finding his father.

Prineas, Sarah.  The Magic Thief, 2008.

When a local pickpocket puts his hand in the pocket belonging to the wizard Nevery, Conn gets more than he expected when he is drawn into the world of wizardry as a result of his mischievous deed.  (Sequel:  Lost.)

Pullman, Philip.  The Scarecrow and His Servant, 2005.  (SP)

A scarecrow and his boy servant, Jack, set off on a dangerous adventure as they try to outwit the crooked Buffaloni family and stake their claim to valuable Spring Valley.
Reisman, Michael.  Simon Bloom, Gravity Keeper, 2007.

Nerdy sixth-grader Simon Bloom finds a book that enables him to control the laws of physics, but when two thugs come after him, he needs the formulas in the book to save himself.  (Sequels:  The Octopus Effect and The Order of Chaos.)

Robinson, Barbara.  The Best Halloween Ever, 2004.


The six Herdman siblings always wreak havoc on Halloween, so the mayor decides that this year he will cancel Halloween.  But the Herdman’s still have some tricks up their sleeves and turn the worst Halloween into the best ever.  (Previous titles:  The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and The Best School Year Ever.)

Rodman, Mary Ann.  Jimmy's Stars, 2008.

In 1943, eleven-year-old Ellie is her brother Jimmy's "best girl," and when he leaves Pittsburgh just before Thanksgiving to fight in World War II, he promises he will return, asks her to leave the Christmas tree up until he does, and reminds her to "let the joy out."

Rowling, J. K.  Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, 1999.


Although he lives with an aunt and uncle who hate him, Harry Potter thinks that he is just an ordinary boy until he gets a letter from Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, inviting him to study to be a wizard.  (Sequels:  Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets; Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban; Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire; Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix; Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince; and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.)

Rutkoski, Marie.  Cabinet of Wonders, 2008.

Twelve-year-old Petra Kronos, accompanied by her magical tin spider, goes to Prague hoping to retrieve the enchanted eyes the Prince of Bohemia took from her father, and is aided in her quest by a Roma boy and his sister.

Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Esperanza Rising, 2000.  (SP)


Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.  

Ryan, Pam, Munoz.  Becoming Naomi Leon, 2004.  (SP)

When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.

Sachar, Louis.  Small Steps, 2006.


Three years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is trying hard to keep his life on track, but when his old pal X-Ray shows up with a plan to make some easy money scalping concert tickets, Armpit reluctantly goes along. (Previous title:  Holes.)

Sage, Angie.  Magyk, 2005.


In a world populated by wizards both ordinary and extraordinary, Jenna thinks that she is just a normal girl in a family of wizards, until she suddenly discovers that she is a princess and must run for her life.  (First in the Septimus Heap Series.  Sequels:  Flyte, Physik, Queste, and Syren.)

St. John, Lauren.  White Giraffe, 2007.

After a fire kills her parents, eleven-year-old Martine must leave England to live with her grandmother on a wildlife game reserve in South Africa, where she befriends a mythical white giraffe.  (Sequels: The Dolphin’s Song,The Last Lepoard, and The Elephant’s Tale.)

Selfors, Suzanne.  Fortune’s Magic Farm, 2009.

Rescued from a rainy, boggy town where she works in a dismal factory, ten-year-old orphan Isabelle learns that she is the last surviving member of a family that tends the world's only remaining magic-producing farm.

Springer, Nancy.  The Case of the Missing Marquess, 2006.


Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, must travel to London in disguise to unravel the disappearance of her missing mother.  (First in the Enola Holms series.  Sequels:  The Case of the Left-Handed Lady, The Case of the Bizarre Bouquets, The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan, and The Case of the Cryptic Crinoline.)
Tolan, Stephanie.  Surviving the Applewhites, 2002.


Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had.

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Sammy Keyes and the Cold Hard Cash, 2008.


After an old man begs her with his last dying breath to throw away his bundles of cash for him, Sammy Keyes ends up in a dangerous dilemma after she decides to hide the ill-gotten gain in a secret spot in order to keep it for herself. (Newest in the Sammy Keyes series which begins with Sammy Keyes and the Skeleton Man.)

Vande Velde, Vivian.  There’s a Dead Person Following My Sister Around, 1999.


Ted becomes concerned and intrigued when his five-year-old sister Vicki begins receiving visits from two female ghosts.

Waugh, Sylvia.  Space Race, 2000.


When he learns that he and his father must soon leave Earth, eleven-year-old Thomas Derwent is upset, but a terrible accident that separates the two of them makes Thomas's situation much worse.   (Sequels:  Earthborn and Who Goes Home?)

Weeks, Sarah.  Oggie Cooder, 2008.

Having the strange talent of being able to carve fantastic creations out of cheese with his teeth, shy Oggie Cooder becomes the talk of the school when his skill brings him fame and fortune on a national level.  (Sequel:  Oggie Cooder, Party Animal.)

Whelan, Gloria.  Homeless Bird, 2000.


When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it.  (See also:  Angel on the Square,  The Impossible Journey, and Burying the Sun.)

Yep, Laurence.  The Dragon's Child: A Story of Angel Island, 2008.

Standing beside his father, a man he hardly knew, at Angel Island in front of the immigration officials, ten-year-old Gim Lew fears the worst when the time comes for his father to answer very important questions that will decide their fates, in a dramatic tale about the process of Chinese American immigration.

Zucker, Naomi.  Callie's Rules, 2009.

Callie Jones tries to keep track of the rules for fitting in that other middle schoolers seem to know, but when the town decides to replace Halloween with an Autumn Festival, Callie leads her large family in an unusual protest.
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